* 5 f b 
F F > 
1 « ; F * ws 5 
5 . 0 15 ic * 
; 1. | | 
- $ * - * 
* þ 2 | ; 
. - * ** * 0 * ö 2 
* 1 . . 8. clad ; | ; 
i N N | * ; 3%, ] : | 
TIP I 9 0 n 8 Ft 7 8 4 > 1 1 P 
3 hs n . . * ** W e 9s i r 
- o 5 a * 
. = N ; : : 1 „oe N be, - 7 . * 
4 * „ * * 0 
» Y * = 
1 . 


A N D 


ig 4 


| MISCELLANEOUS TRACTS, 


* 


„ N 
JAMES HERVEY, A. M. he "2 


— — 
Late Reger of WzoToN-FAVELL, in Noz THAMPTONSHIRE 8 


4 7 + * 1 * * Fa * 


*"Þ * . A 12 4 7 © 8 
& 5 » . 3 N ; $44 # £ 1 * 8 
3 N 4 N : ; £ 8 15 Sus 5 * 


| conTAINING Fi) "+ 
1. THREE FAST SERMONS Iv. THE MINISTRY OF RECON= 


11. A VISITATION SERMON | CILIATION, A SERMON 
III, CONSIDERATIONS ON vi- [vI, A TREATISE ON THE RELI- 2 
TIN ON SUNDAYS = - Glous EDUCATION OF / 
1. REMAREKSON LORD BOLINGs| © | DAUG HTE 16 

—  & znoxE's LETTERS ON THE VII. A LATIN EPISTLE ON THE 
| | STUDY _AND den 05 mm * Book oF 10. cs 

. . : | g * Y- 7 
$\.s e "$4 vnc. WITH Tun, | e * C47; 4 Bf 
| "MEDITATIONS AND ConTEMPLATIONS, 


£7 = THE RON AND AS PASTO, 
"THE COLLECTION OF LETTERS, 


THE LETTERS 10 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 3 
LADY FRANCES SHIRLEY, | „ 


= Fr, ELEVEN: LETTERS TO THE REV. MR, Joun waer, 


| Complete Me. He ERVEY 's Works. 5 


1 


e en EDITION. Dn 


„ 9 OK 1 o N DO N; 1 e | 
PRINTED FOR J. F. AND c. E 
(uo. 62) 87. PAUL'S- enen ' 


* MDECLAXXIV, ; 


0 : 
11 
r 


* p 
PT, * „ 


* 


1 


BS. 
* 


* 


2 


Y 


4 2 7 
>; E * 3 


© 
5 


; agg! — S 7 


* 
I 


© dl at 


n 
27 


£ 


** 


1 


WE A" ret s 


» 
AE 4 ** 


3 2 * 


FR. 


28 . 


r 
hy WW 5 


Jy 9 n PI : * 
. 7 5 2 
(SER. 74 n c N 
Fa ' 


4 1 ? + :* | : ; 5 
. Wi : — * f » 


A oe f Rach cade] a 


4 


a - A . x — 


1 — 2 ” SH 


* 1 
wit ITT RR 


2 „ 
n * — 


r » 


8 


8 1 2 n N ee. : ; 5 


** 7 ys * „ / . N 
+ — * „ we * * 
* alone 2 N oy : 7 
22 ' 5 2 I . % 
FE 54 5 f : 
1 ' I 
g » 
6.4 i + 4s 
Fd - 
{ } 2 - 
We 9 ” 
4 


* 0 p K —— 


ETC 2 


a _ 
6 — 
* 
* - 
* 1 52 
7 4 4 7 
8 E 
1 t 
1 WS. 
: 1 . 
4 1 
7 * 8 
1 * 
o * * 8 
5 . 
* ? 
a4 WE! * 
« ' 
* * 
* 4 


75 . 1 
8 4 ood 1 i 
3 wt A 
. * „5 =; 

* p 9 88 \ 


- a 2 k * 7 24 4 * YE 6.0% 5 1 
a 2. ** k 3 £ a = : » . 1 7 
; 4 7 * — 1 > 4 "+ . . 4 * 
- 
+ 4 * 
5 „ : . ; RM = 6 4 
*. 
* 1 
- A 1 Q 2 
* 


Lys 


of « * - x 4 7 ö 7 Y * 1 7 * 
- 
4 : . 1 
1 C * - 7 E 2 * 8 
5 W 4 „ 5 5 a 3 
; 1 . 42 y : 5 1 : *. 1 6 1 * 3 2 
8 43 IS. 5 5 $ > N 8 TH % . , $ 
; . . : ; * ' : G $; KEY „ 834 3 9 : ; 
8 4 Fo 8 : _ 5 q * 
* * : : *. : 5 Y «. : 5 . 4 
a 8 l : 1 . k 6 
| 4 8 1 » N 
5 f 1 8 id 8 % — 5 b 2 „ 5 
” 6 6 4 * | 4 5 1 ? Fe . 7 
* — - % 
* 


SHOULD ay One aft; © Why does this 


e Author publiſh his Sermons, when the Faſt 
cc 16 gone and forgotten?“ For this ve 


Reaſon He publiſhes, that the Faſt, though gone, 
may not be forgotten. That We may remember 


the Sins we confeſſed, and the Mi iſeries we de- 
precated. Remember the Vows of GOD, which 


are ſtill upon Us; and the Snares of D cat b, 5 


which are fill around 8 wk 


S bould it be farther aſked; << Why on” te 
ce obtrude Himſelf on the Publict, when ſo many 


« eminent WÄriters have already made their 


ce Appearance? Does He bring with him any 


ec diftinguiſhed Excellency of Compoſition ? Any 


ec ſuperior Force of Argument, or uncommon De- 


&« licacy of Sentiment? — No ſuch Thing. He 
pretends to nothing . or e He 
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iy PREFACE. $0 
EF affefts 7 Ti brilliantT, boug bt, nor poli hed Style, 5 
4 Equally remote from nice Criticiſm, and profound 


Learning, his Diſcourſes are ſtudiouſiy plain, aug 
brought down tothe Level of the meaneft Capacity. 


« What then is bis Motive? This is the 
very Truth. In ſeveral of the Sermons publiſhed | 
on this Occaſion, the one Thing needful_/zems 
to be overlooked CHRIST and bis free 
Grace, CHRIST and his great Salvation, are 
either totally omitted, or but ſlightly touched. — 
Where theſe are but ſlightly touched, the Door of 
Hope and the City of Refuge are ſhewn, as it 
were through a Miſt, dimly and indiſtinctly. We 
have no more than a tranſient Glimpſe of the de. 
frrable Objefts; and only ſo mugh Light, as ts ” I. 
ſufficient to bewilder, rather than to direct. 
Where they are totally omitted, the Door of Hope 
is barred, and the City of Refuge withdrawn 
35 from our View. In this Caſe, being without 
CHRIST, Ve are without Conſolation ; and 
may juſtly complain with the mourning Prophet, 
The COMFORT ER, chat ſhould 8 
our Souls, is far off. | 


| ' Through the . Diſcourſes, a conſtant 
Regard is paid to the Redemption which is in 
CHRIS FESUS; to His all atoning Blood, 

and everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Which are the 
grand Means both of comforting our Hearts, 
and nen our ö the prin- 
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5 PREFACE. „ 0 
elpal Aim of the Whole, is, To 4 play thi un- 
ſtarchable Riches of CHRIST ; the nateblſs 
Efficacy of his Death; and that perfect Freeneſs, 
with which all bis invaluable Benefits are le- 
flowed, —To thoſe who believe, HE is pre- 
cious; and to Thoſe who are convinced of Sin, 


theſe ſalutary Truths will be their own beſt Re- 
commendation. Such Readers will excuſe a Mul- 


_ titude of Blemiſhes, provided they find JESUS, 
 wwhich-was crucified ;, JESUS, who is the Defire 


of Nations; JESUS, than whom no other 


Foundation can be laid, either for wn Ho- 
15 Frans or future Happineſs. 


As theſe Sermons are not preached to grati- 


| Ha curious Taſte, neither are they publiſhed 


»5 


with any fond Proſpert of "reforming a ſinful 


Nation. Sincerely as the Author loves his Country, 
andardentlyas be deſires theSalvation of bis Coun- 
tamen, He is not ſo vainly ſanguine in his Ex- 
pPectations.— But this He will yenture to affert; 
Dat, if ever a Reformation is produced, it muſt, 


under the Influence of the Eternal SPIRIT, be 
produced by the Dofrines of free Grate, and 
Juſtification tbro a RED EEMER' Righ- 
Feouſneſs. Till theſe Doctrines are generally in- 


culcated, the moſt elogi uent Harangues from the 


Pulpit, or the moſt correct Diſſertations from the | 


Preſs, will be no better than a pointleſs Arrow; 
* a W Bow. 


This 


„ PREFACE. 
bis alſo He will venture to bope; That the 
Diſeour/es may, here and there, meet with ſome 
Sinner, who is fenitten with a Senſe of Guilt, 
ond alarmed with Apprebenſions of Danger. Who | 
deferes nothing ſo much as to find a Reſting- 
Place; where be may be free from the Terrors of 
- Conſcience,, and ſafe in the Day of Trouble. 
This Freedom and this Safety are to be. found 
ee are to be found infallibly, in the . bleſſed 
i JESUS, and the Blood of Sprinkling. Tf fuch 
| a Reader, by the following Pages, is conducted to 
this divine Sanctuary, the Writer is ſatisfied ; : 
= .i rewarded ; enjoys the utmoſt of bis Wiſhes. 


"© Be ben inſtead of ſoliciting the Voice of Fame, 

2 or. coveting \rhe Wreath of Honour ; inftead of 
| Living bimſelf any Concern, about the officious 
Ciritict; He will thankfully adore that Almighty 
| Hand, which. confirmeth the Word of his 

* Servant, and performeth the Counſel of his 
Meſſengers “. For Oh! how inſipid is the 
Prai iſe of Men, compared with the exalted Plea- 
Sure of glorifying GOD, and edifying an immortal 
Soul] How: harmleſs is Defamation from a Fel- 
low Creature, when our great CREATOR miles; - 
and is pleaſed, by weak Things, and by Things 

3 that are deſpiſed 4, to accompliſh the Purpoſes | 
FO | of his infinite Grace, and emer Ing Love Foy 


92 1 Iſai. xliv. 16. ws TR 6 br 1, 27s 28. 
| 8 . R- 


The Miniftry of Ricontiliation + Repreſenting the bis 
 nign Tendency of the Goſpel; and that it is the 
Friendly Office of Minifters, as the Embaſſadors of 
|  Chrift, to preſs Men with all imaginable Tendir- 
neſs, Humility, and Earneflneſs, to accept the 
Tregty/of | Retduciliation. 47 gab. the 
: wn by IP while « on 1 
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18 this is a PP ER Pine, it may be a to 


obſerve for the Satisfattion of the Publick, that 


Mr. Hervey was many Trars ago ſolicited to print 
this Sermon by ſeveral who heard it ; but as He was a 
.  Man'of great Modeſly, and had not then appeared as 

an | Authory We could Jet at that Time be prevailed 
on by any Solicitations 10 comply with their Requeſt. 
— However, at a particular Friend's Deſire be 
tranſcribed it from bis, Shart- Hand Copy, and gave it 
to him,—Some Years. afterwards this Friend deſired 


Ar. Hervey to reviſe it with @ View of its being 


 publiffied'; Which (inCorjuniion with à urry eminent 
Divine) He accordingly did ; and then returned the 
Copy to bis Friend; telling him that as the Medita- 
"2 tidgs on the T ombs, g. bad been ſo well received, 
He bad Now 79 Olject ian againſt publiſhing it with 
_ ſome other Sermons; and that He might one Day or ano- 


ther require it of him again for that Purpoſe. —This 8 
Sermon i is printed From that very Copy; and Mr. Her- N 


vey himſelf would probably have added it to the Volume, 
| which contains bis four, Sermons, had He happened to 
recollets that it was in Poſſeſſion of a Friend, who 
- would willingly have relinquiſhed it to its Author for 


Publication. 
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au Things a are ef 6 05 a bath recouited - 
"us 40 25 1 ſelf by JESUS" CHRIST, aud bath 


= 75 45 the An of Reconciliation, 4 . 
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HE 1 God, that 8 3 
and ſupremely F Being, is of all 


4 


8 Tempers, the moſt delightful, and; divine. 


A ſacred/Flowery Which in its early Bud is Happi- 
neſs, and in its full Bloom is Heaven. To plant 
this noble Principle in the Breaſt, to cultivate its 
Growthz and bring it to Maturity, is the grand 


End of all Religion, and the genuine Fruit of 
Faith unfeigned.—Angels are happy, becauſe'the - 


Love of GOD; triumphs-eterndlly, and without 
a Rival, in their exalted Affections vs. True Be- 


lievers are happy, becauſe the Love of GOD, ian 


a prevailing. Degrees i is ſhed abroad in their Hearts. 
The Goſpel is a Diſpenſation-of- Happineſs, be- 


neſs of GOD to Man, and urges the moſt; engaging 
Motives Wan n e to * e 
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than Men, qa they eb 8 89 II 1 


Guilt is the Soutce:of Sorrow; Tis Pu lend, th 


Th' avengiig Fiend, who follows. us behind © 
With Whips and Stings; The nas,” none 'of d 
But reſt in everlaſting 2 ” ind, + > mg 
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"7 * Miniſtry of Reconciliation. 


The Goſpel repreſents the great GOD, not only 
as beſtowing upon his Creatures, all the Good they 
enjoy; but as effecting their Reconciliation tohisown 
adorable Self. Effecting this moſt defirable of all 
Blemugs, not barely by veuchſafing'a Pardon, but 


: 2 Pardon procured: by the Death of his Son: and, 
by this enrichin Circumſtance, infinitely en- 
Fo all the Charms, that Heaven 


hanced; arrayed 
itſelf could give.— To render the Purpoſes of his 


Love more effectual and extenfive, he has inſtituted 


an Order of Men to publiſh! theſe glad Tidings; 
and to invite, yea to beſeech the World, to partake 
of the exceeding Riches of his Grace.— All which 


the Apoftte has ex preſſed in my Text, with his 


vfual Energy and Conciſeneſs; “ All Things ate 
%% G'OD, -who'hath reconciled us to himſelf by 


* FESUS CHRIS V and eee the 


845 Miniſtry of Reconciliation? — 19 nth 
From which Words; permit me with me 


Simpliehy, which becomes a Miniſter ofthis tum 
. ble .JESUS,- - + 7 : #133 Mee es ay . 


I. To een e ** glori 2” 


II. To ee Gow ben more Nuftiout] 
the delightful Attributes of the DEITY are diſplayed 


in the Accompliſhment of our Redemption; in that 


| He hath reconciled Us to- Himſelf by YESUS CHRIST. 


III. To obſerve the benign Import, and benefi- 
cial Tendeney of the Goſpel Minittry, expreſſed 


_ of 3 9 1 > 
. Bu, 


s and 
_ amiable Repreſcntation-of the-blefſed GOD, dif- 
coverable even by the _ of 4. ere 70 vgs 


- are Him. 


. 


* — 


ts 
ef 


rn * —— 80 
"Fir, Then let me enlarge a Heels upon that lo 
rivus and amiable Repteſentatiom of the bleſſeds OD, 
diſcoverable even by the Light of Nature, Al Things. 
are of Him. Heaven, arid the Heaven of Heavens are 
| his, with all their Hoſts. / Thrones and Dominjons,- 
5 Principalities and Powers, all the happy Beings, that 


bh ſit at the Fountain-Head of Felicity, were produced 
9 by his Power, and are ſupplied with Bleſſings from 
8 his Hand, are filled with Joy from his Countenance. 
l Af we trace the various Emanations of Sunn 
, and Advantage; that refreſh our lower World, we 

K ſhall find Reaſon to ackdowledge with the Pſaini 72 
h *All our freſh Springs are in GOD.” The Day 
an is thine, ſays the ſame ſacred Writer, andithe Night 


is thine; Thou haſt prepared the Light and the Sun. 
* | The magnificent Luminaries-in the Sky, are Lamps 
1 of the LORD; hung up on high, to diſpenſe the 
chearing Gift of Light amidſt all the Families of 


Nature. The Interchanges of Night and Day, 
. with the Vieiſſitudes of revolving Seaſons, are'his 
be Minifters ; all ſent on Errands of Kindneſs; and 
nd bringing the moſt valuable Preſents in their Hands. 
if The innumerable Variety of living Creatures, and of 
* nutrimental Vegetables, are the Portion, not which 
1 our own Induſtry has procured; but which bur 
fl | en Father's Bounty has ſettled upon us: 
yed Every great Endowment, beſtowed on the Chile 
that dten of Men; every noble Atchievement, accompliſh- 
95 ed by renowned Perſonages; theſe derive their Otigis 
1Cil- 


170 nal from the uncreated Fountain of Perfection and of 
. Power. —If Solrmor is poſſeſſed of enlarged Wifdom 
and kinglyQualities; he exprefsly acknowledges, Itis 
> tem the LORD, . that 

| | A 3 Nie hs ſuck 


6 The Minifry of Reconciliation.” 


ſuch Kings are advanced toreign; and by the LORD 


_ enlightening their Minds, that ſuch Princes decree , 


Juſtice." If, at one Period, Nebuchadnezzaer purſues 
his Conqueſt with irreſiſtible Impetuoſity, it is to 


_ ſcourge the offending People of the LORD; and ba- 


niſh Igolatry from their Worſhip,as thedrivingWind 


ſwept the Chaff from their Floors. If, at another 


Juncture, Cyrus is equally victorious, and “ comes 
<<.ypon Princes as upon Mortar, and as the Potter. 
& treadeth Clay; it was the LORD of Hoſts that 


raiſed up this accompliſhed Commander from the 


Eaſt, and hid him execute his Deſigns of reſtoring 


Love to his reformed Nation.—All thoſe Arts 
which meliorate, and Sciences which embelliſh 
Life, even theſe are from the LORD, „who is 


45 wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in Working.“ 


"The Time would fail me to enumerate Particulars, 


Whatever isbeneficial to Communities, or com fort- 
able to Individuals ; whatever ſprings from the Rain 
of Heayen, or is produced by fruitful Seaſons ; what= 
ever adminiſters to the Improyement, or chears the 
Heart of Man; all, all acknowledge GOD-for their 


Author. He is the Giver of every good and perfect 
Gift. The whole Earth is filled with the Profuſion 
of bis Beneficence. And where, where is the Crea- 
ture, that has not taſted, t that does not ſubſiſt on, the 


inexhauſtible Stores of his Bounty ?—And though 


\ Afiction alſo comes from t the Father of our Spirits, 
yet. this.is no Derpgation from his tender Mercies, 


Since He chaſterſs, not with an arbitrary Seyerity, but 


with a parental Piety; He chaſtens, only to amend; 


and theſe light, theſe tranſient Tribulations, are 


Preparatiyes for an exceeding great and eternal 
Weight of Gion. © & And 


\ 


ne 


4 is not ſuch, Vi Being ones our Maden 
Admiration,) and our devoteſt Love ? Has He not; 
by ſuch ineffable Excellencies, ſuch unmeaſurable 
Benignity Has he not an undoubted Claim, to the 
Affections of our Hearts, the Praiſes of our Tongues, 
and the unintermitted Services of our Lives? He is 
the Source of all our Good; ſhould He not alſo be 
the Centre of all, our Gratitude, and of our whole 
Obedience. — But, our Obſigutions — riſe Me 
menſely higher, if we conſider, 55 
Sc condly, How much more illuſtriouſſy the delight- 
ful Attributes of the DELTY are diſplayed in the Ac- 


compliſhment of our Redemption; in that He bath re- 


conciled Us to himſelf y FESUS CHRIST, Man 
was created upright, immaculate, and in the Image of 
GOD. Heavenly Wiſdom ſhone bright in his Un- 


derſtanding, and true Holineſs ſat enthroned in his 


Heart. But how ſoon, how fatally, did He fall! 
From what Height of Perfection, to what Depth of 
Degeneracy! Since that deſtructive Tranſgreflion, all. 
F. leſh has corrupted his Way; ; every Man is become 


brutiſh in his Knowledge; and the Imagination of 


the Thoughts of his Heart, isonly Evil continually. 
« Our Iniquities ſeparated. between. Us and our 


N 


G0, and our Sins hid his Face from Us,” as from. 


an abominable Object. Nay, « our Sins accuſed Us at. 
his righteous Tribunal, and, like the Blood of Abel, 
cried to Heaven for Vengeance, Vengeance and fie- 
ry Indignation was our expected Doom, and eternal 
Death the Wages due to our Offences, What ren- 


dered the Miſery of Mankind ſtil] more exceſſively. 


deploraþle, : and only not deſperate, was, „That They 


_ Wert- without Strength ;| _without 2 Power to make 


/ ; £ 
N „ 2 . — >. 
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"= nh Rue, 
Sati ſictiom for their Provocations, or extritate them · 
ſelves from this Abyſs of Woe. 0 wretched, 
wretched Man, "if left in this State of Guilt and 
Ruin! If abandened by the GOD, from whom 
Thou haſt ungratefully'revolted, better had it e 
for Thee neper to have ekiſte dd. 

Bus behold the Kindneſs and Love of GOD ur 
Sarsenr 1 Hearken to the Sounding of his Bowels and 1 

by of his Mercies towards Us"! 4 haye ſeen, ſaid He, 
or (as in the Caſe of enſlaved Iſrael) T have ſeen the 
. AMiRion of my fallen Creatures. They have un- 
& done themſel yes, but in mer is their Recovery. Satan 

So and deceiving has deſtroyed them 

l £ but I, even 1 will deliver them.“ | '—Wherewitha] 

| Will the LORD accompliſh this Deſign by his free, 
vntmerited ( Goodneſs? By the Blood of Bulls, or k 

_ Goats, or of all the Cattle upon a thouſand Hills? 

| Contemptible to the laſt Degree, are ſuch beggarly 

| Oblations; ; only ſo far as they typify the all- glorious 

Sacrifice. as an Angel charged with this impor- 

5 | tant Buſineſs, o or the hi igheſt Seraph bidden to inter 

9 i | poſe: as the Repairer of our Breach? Tue Angels 

15 were abſolutely incapable of executing fo great a 

1 Work. It required a far abler Agent, to negociate 

| our Reconciliation. Tt muſt coft incomparably more, 

—_ redeem guilty Souls. Therefore the GOD of | 
1 dur Salyation 40 laid the Help upon One that is 

c mighty. „He appointed, to the moſt momen- 

tous of all "Offices, the moſt illuſtrious of all Be- 

ings. He appointed his own Son, the Brightneſs 

of bis Glory, , and the expres Image of his Ferſon. 
Behold then the Son of GOD, taking our Nature, 1 

that he may act as our 1 Medi ator.” Admirable Con- 


FFP See Hoſea, Ch. X11, 9. he 1120 
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ſtitution =_ e Wonder, and d fullof Grace Ho 
Joyful! to the Sinnet l The Work muſt infallibly p ofs 
per in ſuch Hands, Such a Surety cannot fail of ſuc- 

ceeding, in all he undertakes, How gracious in the 
F ather ! Could there be a ſtronger Aſſurance, ori 
more emphatical Demonſtration of his boundleſs Be- 
neficence, than to ſend the Son of his Boſom; the Sort 
of his eternal Delight; the Son, dearer to Him than 
all Worlds ?—How condeſcending i in the Saviour! 
Would Ahaſuerus abdicate his imperial Diadem, or 
the great Ruler of Babylon forego the Honours of his 
enlarged Dominions, to attend on the Welfare of 
ſome ignoble Captive that grinds ata Mill, or of ſome 
infamous Malefactor that is chained in a Dungeon? 
Vet the everlaſting Potentateof Heaven and univerſal 


1 Nature, undertakes: a more humblin gOffce of Friend- | 


ſhip, for a Race of abje Creatures, that dwell in 
Duſt, and were doomed to Hell. Let every Child of 
Adam look unto CHRIST by Faith, as all the Peo- 
ple of [rae] looked unto Moſes, when he went info 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation to intercede 


/ - before the LORD. (See Exodus xxxiii. 8.) 


„ have ſeen the Perſon reconciling, let us next 
contemplate the Manner of Reconciling, A Subject 


equally aſtoniſhing and delightful! The Father re- 


conciled Us to Himſelf, by laying upon his Son the 
Iniquities of Us all; by admitting bim to ſtand in our 


| Stead, and by exacting from Him, the Puniſhment 


which we had incurred. GOD. reconciled us to 
Himſelf, not only by the Humiliation, but by the 
Suffering of this Prince of Heaven: and not by ſome 
Dighter ſuffering, but by his ſuffering unto Death: 
and not by bis undergoing. a common Death, bot 


* 9 * F ; tl PR 
„ © # 
q 


ry w_ Reconciliation; 


thermaſt 5 ignominious and tormenting of all Deaths, 
the Death of the, Croſs. | It pleaſed the Father, 
<« fays the Apoſtle, to reconcile all Things to Him- 
«ſelf ; making Peace by the Blood of the Croſs,” 
| — Becauſe, we deſerved Shame the LORD, of 
Glory was numbered with M alefaQors, and loaded 
with Infamy. Becauſe, We deſerved the Bitterneſs 
of Death; the LORD of Life endured the Pangs 
+ of Diſſolution, in their unabated and moſt racking 
Extremities. Becauſe, We were obnoxious to the 
Curſe of the Law, therefore the ever-bleſicd 
« TESUS delivered Us from the Curſe of the Law, 
t being made a Curſe for Us.“ | 
. Glorious Propitiation ] and altogether as com mplete 
as. glorious ! What now ſhall terrify the true Be- 
liever ? What ſhall ſtand between, Him, and his 
eternal Hopes ?—Shall 5 Satan muſter up his Accu- 
ſations, and ſet them in frightful Array! Vet 
though there may be much Guilt, there is no Con- 
demnation to them that are in ESS CHRIST.— 
Does the Law take the guilty Mortal by the Throat, . 
and with its rigorous Severity, ſay, © Pay me that 
thou oweſt! It is paid, fully paid by the Inter- 
vention and Suretiſhip, not of a mean Man, but 
of the mighty GOD made Fleſh. Does divine 
Juſtice demand Satisfaction for the Wrongs re- 
ceived from Sinners? It is not only ſatisfied, but | 
moſt awfull y glorified by this wonderful Oblation.— 
In ſhort, this is a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacti- 
_ fice for the Sins of the whole World. It vindicates 
the Honour of GOP's Holineſs.” It diſplays his 
unſcarchable Wiſdom.” It manifeſts his unutterable 
Goodneſs. It gives the moſt magnificent and lovely | 
Luſtre to all the divine Perfections.— May we not 
| & then, 
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men, e beading PE and pleads* 
ing his ineſtimable Propitiation, venture to Fig 
1 Amer, eee lay any ing 


«x juftificth; 17 not jniaies our Treſpaſſes u. unto he 
but transferring them to his dear Son. Who is He 
<« that condemneth.? It is CHRIST that died,” and 

by his precious Death hath made Reconciliation for, 
Iniquitys and brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 

I have been the more copious upon this Subject, 

becauſe it is not only the grand Point in my Text, 
but is the very Heart of the Goſpel ; the Fountain: 
of all our Comforts, and the Foundation of all our 


Hopes. But I proceed, and with greater Brevity, 


Thirdly, To obſerve the benign Import, and bene- 
ficial Tendency'of the Goſpel, Miniftry, expreſſed 
in that remarkable Clauſe, He hath given to us the 
Miniftry of ReconciFation.. Here, I am not atterpt= 
ing to magnify my Office, or toaggrandize the mi- 
nifterial Character; but only to render our Services | 
acceptable to our Brethren.— Some Perſons, whether 
through Prejudice or Miſtake, are apprehenſive of 
being terrified by our Meſſage, or © tormented be- 
6 fore the Time” by our Doctrine. But can the 
News of Reconciliation to the LORD GOD of 
Hoſts, terrify, or the Offer of Remiſſion of Sins 
torment? How welcome ſhould be the Approach, 
or to ſpeak in the elegant Language of a Prophet, | 
% How beautiful the Feet of Him, that bringeth 
* good Tidings! And can there be better Tidings, 


more reviving, or more tranſporting, than thoſe of 
the everlaſting” Goſpel? Which ſaith unto gien, F 


Thy Iniquity is taken away, and thy Sin purged ;?? 


ü Py GON 1 is. — and inſtead of abhorring 


Thee 


95 if Reronellution 


Thee 45 à Rebel, is willing to embrace Thee as 4 

_ Child, When our Armies have been in the Field, 
and ſome very important, ſome deciſive Engage 
ment drawing near; with what Eagerneſs have 
you expected, and with what Delight have you re- 
ceived, the Account of complete Victory gained? 
And is not our Report equally worthy of all Ac- 

_ cepration ; which declares Satan vanquiſhed, and 
Sin deſtroyed; declares Death aboliſhed, Hell de- 
prived of its Prey, and all the rich Advantages of 
Peace with Heaven reſtored ?—When Peter lay 
bound in Priſon, was the Angel an unwelcome 
Miniſter, who ſtruck away his Fetters, opened the 
Gates of Iron, and tranſmitted Him, free and un- 
moleſted, to the cordial Salutations of his Friends? 
As You are All, by Nature, in Bondage to Sin, 
our Buſinefs is, to take Vou by the Hand, and lead 
You"out of this ignominious Slavery, into the 
glorious Liberty of*the Sons of 60D; while the 
Spirit of the moſt High breaks off your Shackles, 

and makes you ftes indeed. What Manna can be 
more refreſhing than ſuch a Meſſage ? What Balm 
more healing than ſuch a Service. If, at any Time, 
we arm our Words with Terror, and dendunce the 
Vengeance of GOD; on every Soul of Man, that 

| doth Evil. This is only to awaken Vou from that 
gay Ihfenſtbility, which would Tull you into irre- 
witvable Ruin. It is like the gathering Clouds, 
and the diſtant Burſts of Thunder, which might 
warn Neat to retire into the Ark, before that in- 
finitely more tremendous Deluge came,' which was 
| s Tweep the earclefs World away. Whether there- 
fore We diſplay che Allurements of divine Love, it 

iv for Your Benzer; - or whether We bend the Bow 

of 


of divine aaa it is pa ne to vin 
You to Happineſs, or drive you from Miſery. So 


that in every Reſpect, and by all our Miniſtrations, | 


Me are to be Helpers of TO Fe and; Furs; 


66. therers of your Joy.” 4 51m; | 
And let not any One fulpeR; this A, | Meſſage: of 


bud free and rich Grace, has a Tendency to ſoothe 
Men into Supineneſs, or ſerve the OCauſr of Licen- 
tiouſneſs. It is, of all other Expedients, moſt ef 
fectually calculated, to reconeile Us to GOD, ian 
another Senſe of the Word: to ſubdue our En- 


mity, and capti vate dur peryerſe Affections; to 


impreſs our alienated Hearts with adoring Grati- 
tude, and engage our refractory. Wills to dutifu 


Obedience. For, can We be cold: and, indifferent 
to ſuch immenſe, Benignity ? Can We affront! and 


grieve. ſych. unſpeakaþly tender, Kindneſs? What 


David's Clemency, in ſparing Saul 's Like, 


| when it was in the Power of his Hand, to wo 


patched that implacable Enemy? It overcame, for 


a while, even Malice itſelf: it fetched. Tears of 
Sorrow from the Perſecutor's Eyes, and Expreſs 


ſions of the moſt endeared Affections from his Lips *; 
And when GOD, the GOD to whom Vengeance 
belongeth, not only - ſpares Us guilty Wretches, 


but | puniſhes, his | immaculate Son in our Stead ; 
when He bids the Sword of Juſtice paſs by our de- 


voted Heads, and ſheath itſelf in the Heart of his 


| beloved Son; can We reſi ſt ſuch. heavenly: Good+ 
neſs? Can We. ſpurn ſuch Bowels of Mercy? 


Muſt not Love, ſo divine and infinite; melt even 
the moſt obdurate Heart; make Us dings Seven with 


1 Sam, xxiv. 16. 
* | „ 


14 The Miniftry of Reconciliation: 


| Abhorrence, the Weapons of Rebellion, and con 


ſtrain Us, ſweetly conſtrain Us to Obedience 27 

Let me now, con formably to my ſacred Commiſ- 
ſion, beſeech you all to be reconciled. Eſpecially let 
me beſeech the humble Penitent, and the haughty 
Self-righeous Moraliſt. Ve humble Penitents, that 
are convinced of Sin, and mourn for Sin, be of good 


Comfort. GOD has abounded in the Riches of bis 


Grace towards you, and has given you a Ranſom to 
rely on, of higher Dignity than all Heavens, or of 
more Value than all Worlds. The Men of Tre 
made Blaſtus the King's Chamberlain their Friend + ; 
the GOD of Glory has conſtituted his dear Son; 


your atoning Sacrifice, your 'ptevailing Advocate. 
The Men of Tyre defired Conditions of Peace; the 


— 


 LORDJESVS hath both obtained and fulfilled the 


Conditions of your Peace. Could there be a more 


| glorious Perſon” choſe to act 28 your Reconeiler; 
than the Prince of Heaven, and Heir of alt Thing! | 
Could there be a more effectual Method of Recons 


ciliation, than his Obedience unto Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs ? —F ly then to this all:ſuf- 
ficient Redeemer. Rely on his moſt meritorious = 
and ſatisfactory Sufferings. Be your Sins ever fo 


numerous, ever fo enormous, theſe need be no Bar 


to your Acceptance. For GOD has received an 


Atonement : an infinite Atonement GOD has re= 


Mr. Hervey had added by Way « of a Note the fol- 
_ lowing Words in the Copy which He tranſcribed, and 
from which this is printed. When I pre ched this 
Sermon, I recapitulated in this Place Aas you, or 
any Reader may do if he pleaſes) the pr ceding Heads, 
te but Ithought'it n to tran{gribe ſuch a Ro- 
«« capitulation. 
4 Acts Xi, 20. 


ceived, 


The 155 f 2 of Rama, * 5 


celved. So that He can admit you to his Favour, 
unworthy as you are, without the leaſt Blemiſh to 
his avenging Juſtices | He can, He will admit you, 
as freely, as if you Had never done àmifs. Truft 
therefore in your reconciling Saviour. Place 4 
chearful Confidence in his propitiating Merits. 
| Only let the Grace of GOD, Which has appeared 
with ſuch tranſtendent Lovelineſs in the bleeding 
FE SUS,—let this Grace teach you,” with” a pre- 
vailipg Efficacy, 5 to deny all Ungodlineſs and 
„ worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, Figtkeouſly, 
0 and godlily in this preſent PUT OR 
As to thoſe of a" contrary Chatadter, bb Are 
righteous in their own Eyes, _what ſhall I ſay ? 
Shall I decry the Exerciſe of Morality, or diſparage 
the Duties of Holineſs? G00 forbid. The Gof. 
pel is a Doctrine according to Godlineſs, and true 
Holineſs is the Health, is the Happineſs of the Soul. 
Theſe Duties iſſuing from Faith, and recom- 
mended by the Interceſion of CHRIST, are accept- 
able to the divine Majeſty. But theſe are not your 
SAV IOUR.” 80 has not reconeiled the IE 
| Son FESUS: CHRIST. Can your ne | 
Deeds expiate your innumerable Offences ?* As 
ſoon may a ſingle Drop of pure Water, correct and 
ſweeten the unfathomable Brine of the Ocean. 
Can your defective Performances ſatisfy the De- 
mands of a perfect Law, or your wandering Devo- 
tions ſereen you from the Difpleafure of an injured 
GOD ? As well may your up-lifted Hand eclipſe 
the Sun, or intercept the Lightning when it darts 
through the burſting Cloud. There is no other 


Name Siven under Heaven, whereby you may | be 
reconciled 


Pd 


yo eee. henceforth and for ever. 


Were to; „ 0 D. and een Wrath, but 
only the Name, only the Name remember of JE, 
SUS CH RIS ; Here fix your Hopes, and you 
all never de diſappointed., Fix them on any 
other Object, and everlaſting Confuſſon will en- 
ue. We beſeech you therefore, in-GOD's Stead, 
MWe beſeech you for your own Soul s Sake, xeject 
not this abundant Mercy, neg]FFget this GREAT 
. SALVATION. 

| Now. unto Him, * bas ge Us to Him 
elf, and waſhed Us from our Sihs, in his Son's 
Blood, be Glory and Thankſgiving, Love, aus 
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4 DEFENCE: R. L. ef the. foregoing 


Sermon, from the groundleſs Objettions rat yed 
140 Ne it * ne e derate N 


247 77771 T 


r 295 
TT is ſcarcely credible; char any; one ſhould - AN | 
Mr. Hervey's poſthumous Sermon on the iniftry 0 
Reconciliation,” 1 conttradidory to the- Dialogues in Theron 
and Aſpaſio, and affirm that it has done Injury tb ib 
Work :—But ſuch an Aſſertion is eaſily refuted. This | 

Complaint is either lodged by the Friends or Foes, of 
the Deceaſed: If by his Friends, then. IL ſuppoſe it is 
becauſe the Doctrine of imputed. Righteouſneſs, whick . 
makes ſo great a Figure in thoſe Dialogues, is not 
mentioned in the Sermon.—Pheſe People would do 
Well to conſider, that if it is not mentioned, it is 
ſtrongly implied; and what is ſtrongly implied in this 
Place, cannot be contradictory to what is expreſſed in 
others. In that Sermon, do we not read in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, That our Tniquities are imputed to CHx ISH by 
« the FaTaurR's admitting him to fland in our Stead, and 
* exatting- from him the Puniſhment which wwe Bale Er. 
s eurred] Do we not here find, Gon reconciling us 10 
* Himſelſ not only. by the Humiliation, but by the Suffer- 
i "ogy 4 5 Printe va Hide * i Ya by m lighter 
no 0 Suffers 


40 


trine of Juſtification, by the Imputation o 
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re Sufferings, but by his Safferings unto Death; and not by 


1 bis undergoing @ common Death, but the moſt ignaminious 


„ formenting 2 Deaths, rhe-Death-upan the Crofs.” 


And as we. 


| as we find the Imputation of gur Sins ſo, plainly 
in ſerted- here, ſo we find in the Dialogues, that c47s 
Part of our Lon b meritorious Humiliation,. is by a 
very uſual Figure'put for the whole. 'The, Death of 
„ Cnr18T includes not only, bis. Sufferings, but bis Obe- 
* dience., The ſhredding of: bis prectons| Blood, auat at 
once the grand Inſtance of his, Sufferings, and the fiaifh- 


«© ing Ae of his Ohediencs. In this View it is confidered, 


* and thus it is imterpreted by his. own Embaſſader, who 
«© ſpeaking of bis. divine MasT=s/ays—He, was: ober 
«« 'dient unto Death, even the Death of the Cros 
„Ades the Scripture. aſcribti our , Tuſtification t the 
& Death of CHRIST, we are not tothink that it would, ſet 
| fide „ but imply his Obedience.” (Theron and 4255 
II. Page 47, 48.) Now if we are not to think this of 
the Scripture, in Mr. Herwey's Opinion, how then can 
we think it of him?; And without thinking it, where ties 
the Inconſiſtence between the Sermon and the Dialogues? 
But I rather imagine, that the Charge is brought by 


b 


Mr. Hervey's Enemies: Some of theſe People, to.avoid 


being thought Socinians, ſeem willing to allow the Satiſ- 
faction of Cur Is, while they declare 7 7 the Doc- 

his Righteouſ- 
neſs; and ſuch are extremely willing to interpret Mr. Her- 
wey's Silence into a Conſent to their on pernicious Sen | 
timents: Theron and Appaſis is a dead Weight upon 
them; they haye not, not can they anſwer it; willingly 
therefore would they come off, by ſaying the Author 


had contradicted himſelf: But falſe is their Pretence, 


4 


and as falſe is their Profeſſion. . . That. they allow the Sa- 


riefaGion of Cas for Imputation, is as reaſonable 
and as juſtifiable, in the one Caſe as in the other; they 


both ſtand upon one and the ſame Footing, ſo he that 
throws down one, throws down both; whoever rejects 


1 . 


the Doctrine of our Saviour's Righteouſneſs. bein 

imputed unto Man, rejects by ſo doing the Doctrine of 
Man's Sins being imputed to out Saviour, and all the 
Conſequences. of it; or in other Words, he Who rejects 


the Doctrine of free Juſtification, rejecis by ſo doing 
the Doctrine of Cnatsx. (See Theron and L/pa/ie, 


Vol. I. Page 182.) 
e e As 


1 


15 9 9 Defence if the Nr Sermon. 1 


As the main Peſign in writing Theron and Aſpafio, was - 
to prove the fundamental Doctrine of Juſtification by 
the ese Righteouſneſs of CinzsT ; and as it ap- 

ears that the Sermon does not contradiet it in this moſt 
1 mportant Article; 1 ſuppoſe it will be allowed, that 
the Charge of Contradiction „as to What is moſt mate - 
rial, is entirely got over; but _ s in a Matter of 
leſs Conſequence, it may ſtill be „ that Mr. 
Her vey in the Dialogues appears plainly to be Calvi- 
niftic, in the Doctrine of PARTICULAR Redemp- | 
tion; but in the Sermon he ſays expreſsly, that 
Cnaisr'r Death is a full, perfeft, and ſufficient Sacrific 
for the Sins of the WHOT | World," he Church. 0 | 
England ſays this, as well as Mr. Hervey, in the Office 
for the Communion ;" and yet no unprejudiced Perſon 
Will queſtion, but ſhe 15 "perfectly . . de A 2 in her 
Articles and Homilies. 
The Truth is, there is no Calvinift but will dow: | 
that the Satisfaction of Ounxlsr is full, perfect, and 
ſufficient for ALL, but then they diſtinguiſh between 
the Sufficiency and Efficiency of 155 Sacrifice.” With 
regard to the Value of the Oblation, it is ſufficient for 
the Redemption of every Man; with regard to its Effi- 
cacy, as every Man is benefited by the Death of CyrrsT, 
| op {mt died for him, but theſe Beneſits are not of 
— Kind. — Some are common ta every Man; all the 
earthly Bleſſings which Unbelievers enjoy, are the 
Fruits of CugIsr's Death; ſo far as they are benefited 
by him, ſo far he died for them; other Benefits belong 
to the Members of the viſible Church, and are common 
to all thoſe who live under the Goſpel : Many Graces 
fuch may receive from CHI T, which through their 
own Fault are not ſaving; and fo far as they are bene- 
fited by Cnrrsr, fo far Curr died for-them ; other 
Benefits ſtil], according to the Will of- Gop, and the 
Intention of the MsösiA ros, are peculiar to thoſe 
which he himſelf fays are given unto him by the Fa- 

urk; bis Sheep, his Elect, ſuch as a true Faith, Rea 

neration, Sanctification, Adoption, e. In this Senſ 

y thoſe Chriſtians called 'Calyinis, C15 died 2 
his: People only, to bring them effectually to Grace aud 
to ee Syſtem only is Nen with. Mr, 
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The 4rminian Scheme is, That Chxthr died 


1 N 


died, not to bring any Man actually to Salvation, and 


make him a Partaker of Righteouſneſs and Life; but 


to purchaſe a Poſſtbility of Salvation and Reconeiliation, 
ſo far as that Gob might, conſiſtent with his Juſtice,” 
receive Men into Favour upon Condition of Faith and 
Repentance. This Faith and Repentance, ſay they 
Currst merited not; for if he Kad, then GO had 
been bound to give them unto every Man, and ſo 
every Man muſt have been ſaved. Thus you ſee, ac. 


cording to theſe Gentlemen, CHRisr died equally for 


all the World; and the Reaſon why ſome are ſaved, lies 
wholly in themſelves; in attaining to that Faith and 
Repentance, by the good Uſe of their natural Powers, 


which CHAIsT did not purchaſe for them: This is the 
Meaning of every Arminian®*, let him expreſs himſelf 
; ; 1 we” LE 11 $$ %*:1 147 5 : 7} Io * 4 188 1 > neg” 183 0 vever #7. 
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„That the Reader may ſtill more clearly apprebend the Doctine 


s +5 


of Mr. Hervey, who.was a Catvinifi—and- the Difference: between 


zin, and the Arminians, che following Note is fubjoined._.._._,_ | 
„ The Arminians are ( ppoſed by ſome, (ho are not ſufficiently ac 
% quainted with their Tenats) to maintain that we are to do ſomerbing 


4c for ourſelves, and Chriſt to do the reſt; or in other Words, that. 


- 


«© we haye partly a Righteouſneſs of our own, and that Feſus Chriſt. 


« js to make. 


cc eyer is not t i 


up the Deficiencies of that Righteouſnefſa, This how». 
e common Divinity of the Arminians, They have no. 


% ſuch Notion of a Patch-2v0rk Juſtification, or that we are ſaved. - 


„ partly hy the Imputation of Chriſt's Merits to make up the Defi- 
4% cigencies of our own. But the Principles of their Scheme. are briefly. 
6 theſe. That * is the /olz and only Author of our Salvation, 
« not by * = is Righteouſneſs to us, but by purchaſing ſuch. 
« fawourable-Terms of Reconciliation for us, and by reftoring to us: 
cc ſuch, Abilities to fulfil them, by Means of which we can only be- 
«© come capable of being juſtified in the Sight of God. Therefore we. 


«4 Cy, that thoſe in this-Life, who have uſed well the Grace that is. 
« riven them, and conformed to the Terms of the Golpel, God doth -- 


4 ;uſtify,: That is, were he to call them to the Bar of Judgment and 


. try them), he would, acquit, or ,pronounce chem not guilty,.——Be+ _ 
« cauſe Chrift, by his. nieritorious D 


: us Death and Sufferings, having pur- 
« chaſed for them the Lato of Repentance, as the Law by which they 
«& are to he judged and tried ; and they having through Grace fulfilled 
«© the Law, i. e. become true Penitents, God therefore, for the above © 
4% Merits of Chrift, admits of their Qualifications, forgives them their 
% Offences, and rewards them as if they had never offended. Here 
, then is no ſplitting of the Imputation, no Copartner ſhip with Chrift : 
« By Cbriß's Righ.eouſneſs is repreſented, as the ſole procuring —_— 


. 
of + 5 : of" 
122 50 4 Fs a 


Purpoſe to make the Salvation of every Man in the 
World poſſible, without any Manner of Difference, - 
Whether they are Believers or Unbeljevers: That he 
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Mr; Herwey's Exkortation to the Self-righteous Mora- 


liſt, in the Cloſe, of this Sermon, I believe I. need not 
tell you. Indeed, Mr . Hervey engages not here in the 


Controverſy at all; but (going upon hat both Sides 


this is inconſiſtent with 


” 


are agreed in, viz. the Sufficiency.of Chriſt's Sacrifice 


to ſave all that will believe) he invites all his -Hearers. 


to fly unto him for Salvation. Now, if he never enters 


into the Merits of the Cauſe, how can he be guilty of 


Inconſiſtency. ect 9455 


Ane wands [304 1613 BH2% Uh I, TERM 4. 
Upon the whole then, this is a moſt excellent Ser- 


mon As the Dialogues in Fheron and 4/pafio were, ſo 
in this, the true Offspring“ of him who now reſts from 


his Labours, and his Works do follow him; the Off. 


ſpring of him who always ſought to exalt the Sa vioux, 


to humble che Sinner, and to promote Holineſs. = 


SE 433 EEE HSE HO OS. BOT 34g: T 30630 +. 
46 of our Salvation, and ours as only the applying Cauſe, by perform. 
44 ing the requiſite Conditions: Fas Thee 3 gaſes 2 eren 
20 Eds; one to procure the Terms of Juſtification, and the other to 
e perform them. —So that, in ſhort, according to this Scheme of the 
« Arminians, our Juſtification is not made "op artly of Chriſts Righ- 
<teouſneſs, and partly of dur own ; for -his Righteouſneſs is not 
«© partly imputed, but not at all imputed, in the Calviniftical Senſe of 


e Imputation. In Order to make this Difference of Opinion till 
4% clearer, it muſt be obſerved, that the Calvinifs (being accuftomed 


t to their Ideas of impurative Righteouſneſs) imagine that when the 
4% 4rminians affirm the Neceſſity of inherent Righteoufneſs in Order 
« to Juſtification, that they mean a borrowing of Chriſt's imputative 


«x e up ws Deficiencies of "our own. Whereas 

4 the Arm nians indeed ſup] e, that Chrift did not, in any Degree A 

«© fulfil 1 "Terms of Jultific { 1j but, on Len- 
„ trary, having purcbaſed them for us,' and procured us ſufficient 

_ «© Powers and Alillies of perfor ming them, He left us to 5 
1 with thoſe Powers, and to to fulfil them ourſelves.” 


cation. in our Stead; but, on the con- 


| ds is a fair, 
candid, and confiſtent State of the Arminian Doctrine. No one can 
my it is miſrepreſented, for it is here given in the very Words of an 
eminent Divine, and Dignitary of the Church of England, who is 
himſelf an Arminian.— Hou much ſuperiot the Caſviniſftic (which | 
was Mr. Hervey's) Doctrine is, to humble the Sinner, to exalt 6 
Saviour, and tö promote Holineſs,” let every Reader judge. 

-* The Sermon itſelf; in Mr. Fey veys own Writing, is now in the 


Hands of the Reverend Mr. Robert Knight, the preſent Rector of 
eee eee 5 
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- Ha B, xi. 28. e 


Through Faith He kept the Paints; and ibe 


Sprintling of Blood, left He that deſtroyed | 
" the Firſt: born, Hold touch them. 72 


F We conſult the Hiſtory . to 1 theſe 
Words refer, We ſhall find the Tfraelites 
in a State of great Affliction. The E- 
tians oppreſſed them; very heavily laid the Yoke 
upon them; and made their Lives bitter with 
hard Bondege.— The Miſery of his People GOD 
pities, and is reſolved to redreſs. Accordingly 
he ſends Moſes, in the Quality of his Ambaſ- 
ſadour, to Pharaoh King of 5 Src demanding 
their Releaſe. The King moſt inſolently replies; 
Who is the LOR D, that 1 ſhould obey his Voice, # 
10 let Iſrael go? I know not the LORD, neither | 
wwill J let Iſrael go. GOD, to chaſtiſe his Inſo- 
lence and Obſtinacy, inflicts a Variety of Plagues, 
on Him and his Subjects. In Contempt of all 
which, Pharaoh. hardens his is Heart ; 2 _ 


=. The Time of Danger. 


fays the LO RD, T will bring one Plague 1 more upon 
Pharaoh and upon Egypt * which ſhall infallibly ac- 

compliſh my Pur Be their Hearts hard as the 
nether Mill-ftone, this ſhall make them feel. Be 
their Reſolution ſtubborn as an iron Sinew, this ſhall 
make it bend, About Midnight 1 will go out into 
the Midi of Egypt, and ac the ar cat in the Land of 
Egypt ſhall die rx. 

But as the Mallet then dwelt i in 1 bow 
ſhould they be ſafe amidft the general Deſolation ? 
The LORD directs Hoſes to a Method ; which 

mould effectually ſecure the Families of Iſrael, 
while Death entered into all the Habitations of the 
Egyptians.” The Method—its Execution and Suc- 
ceſs—are all ſpecified i in the Text. By Faith Moſes 
kept the Paſſover, and the & prinkling 0 of Blood, lat He 
that deſtroyed the Firſl-born, ns] touch them. W 
We may obſerve, 


+ A very dreadful Danger ; ; intimated by the De- 
Vr uttion of the Firflt-born, als 


U. A Method of Security from this Danger; ef- 
fected by Aan * era Ow Blood 9 
Sdprintling. 

II. The Succeſs of this Method, denoted by 

the Deftroyer not ſo much as touching them. 


The good LORD enable Us to open and apply 
the Words, thus divided! Then, we ſhall ſee their 
denen to the preſent Occaſion ; and, I hope, 
| ke their ſalutary Influence on our Souls. 


* Exod. xi. bo | + Exod, xi. 4» To | 


» 


2 


1 of 555 Firſt-born. The L OR 


me. 1 3 9 


1. "Fs very „ Greadtol Danger intimated z. De- 
had al- 
ready put his Hand to the Sword. It was even now 


drawn from the Scabbard, and had received a Com- 
miſſon to go forth. To go forch, chat very 
Night; to walk through all the Land of Egypt; atid 


to be bathed; before the Morning-Light, in the 


Blood of the Firk-Dorn. All the Firſt born, from 
the haughty King that ſat on the Throne; even to 


the Slave that toiled at the MAI,” and the very Sheep 
that yeaned in the Field. Tremendous; 'as well as 


inevitable Blow! O, what an Alarm will it create, N 
and what Affliction will it fptead ! Make evety Heart 


ſad, and every Houſe a Scene of Mourning. There 
hall be a great Cry throughout all the Land of Eg gypt, 
ſuch as there was none A it, nor uo be ke it 7 
more . 


And i is not the preſent 180 a Tine of i immi- | 
-nent Danger? Are not the Judgments of the Al- 
mighty, zow; abroad in the World? Have not 
Earthquakes ſhaken Kingdoms, and rent the Foun- 


dations of Nature? Have they not ſpread Terror 


through. our on and diſtant Nations ; laid. wealthy 
Towns and magnificent Cities in Ruin; and 4d 


lowed up or deſtroyed unknown Multitudes We our 


Fellow- Creatures ? | 
Is not the Sword of Slaughter d. den Has not 


War hung out her bloody Flag? Are not the Flames 
| kindled in Europe and America; on the Land and on 


dhe Ones ? Are they not gathering ARE BY? ; 


„ Exod. xi. 6, | 
. iſpreading 


4 5 The Time Mg: ANION 
ſpreading their Regs W ; and threatening to 
 over-run all ? 


Ik we were evidently 1 to our r in 
Number and Power, in Vigilance and Unanimity, 
yet the Events of Battle are uncertain. The Battle 
is not always to the Strong. Succeſs and Victory 
depend upon a Hand, higher than the Arm of Fleſh. 
Mitbout me, faith the LORD, they ſhall bow down 
under the Priſoners, and they ſhall fall under the Slain 7. 
But are We not at War with one of the moſt 
potent, inſidious, enterprizing Kingdoms in the 
World? ls there not great Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
they will ſoon be joined by their Neighbours the 
Spaniards? And if we have been worſted by one, 
how ſhall We contend with their united Force ?— 
| Conſidering the Situation and Behaviour of the un- 
grateful Au/frians, have We not Cauſe to ſuſpe& the 
Junction of a third Popi/h Power againſt our Re- 
ligion and Liberty? Will not the Court of Rome, 
with all her bigotted Adherents, urge and inſtigate 
them to be active in this Confederacy +? Will they 
not, at this Juncture - the moſt favourable for the 
Proſecution of their Purpoſe, that any Age has af- 
forded, or their own ſanguine Zeal can deſire — will 


⸗Eeecleſ. ix. 11. + Iſa. x. 4. 


t I am informed, that when the Pope heard of the 
Alliance, lately eſtabliſhed between the Houſes of 
Bourbon _ Auftria, ſtrengthened by the unexpected Ac- 
ceſſion of Raſſa, he cried out with an Air of Triumph, 
O admirabile Commercium Generis humani ! Admirable A- 

_ ciation of Mankind / Promifing himſelf, I ſuppoſe, from 
this remarkable Turn of Affairs, ſuch Advantages to the 
Cauſe and Intereſt of Oy" as exceeded even all 

his 21 | 


they 


. 


Ll 


r el. A 


*. 


| they not exert hel" ah Ability, to cruſh the 


Proteſtant Carle, and extirpate the” Proteſtant 


185 Name *? 


Should the an 7 a Deſcent! upon o our Iſland, 
what can we expect, but that our Iſland be turned 
inta a Field of Blood ? They, who have always been 
jealous of our Power and Influence, have now added 
Rage to their Jealouſy. Their Reſentment, like the 
burning fiery Furnace, is heated ſeven Times hotter 
than uſual. We ſhould certainly find them, as the 
Scripture ſpeaks, a bitter and haſty Nation +. And 
without the Spirit of Prophecy may venture to de- 
clare; Woe be to England, if «pq ound: now | 


| e it into the Hands of the French. 


| Some, perhaps, may cry; Theſe Fears are all 


4 chimerical. There is no Ground for ſuch diſ- 
„ couraging Suggeſtions. We don't queſtion, but 


a we ſhall be a Match, and more than àa Match for 


4 our Adverſaries. : To this confident Boaſting, let 


not my Tongue, but let the Courſe of Events, let the 
Diſpoſals of Providence reply.—Have we, then, been 
ſuperior in the Day of Trial? Alas! Have we not loſt 
Minorca? Is not Ofwego gone? A General lain, and 80 


»The French and Auſtrian Miniſters, it G have. 


long been concerting Meaſures, to tear up the Reformed 


Religion by the Roots, and not to leave a Proteſtant u 


on the Face of the Earth. This execrable Plot is diſ- 
| e by the Sagacity and Activity of the King of 


ei is averred and proved in his Memorials lately 
iſhed. If that Hero and his Army ſhould fall before 


mo Enemies, what can hinder the Execution of this 


horrid Deſign? It may puzzle the acuteſt Politician, to 


1 aſign any human Means, ſufficient to Ne as a Barrier. 


. Fab. 1.6, 5 
1 his 


"I AC 


| his Army cut in Pieces ? An Admiral condemned ta 


be ſhot to Death, and his Fleet defeated by an infe- 


rior Number of the Enemies Ships? Are not Ravas 
ges and Depredations made almoſt continually upon 
bur Colonies in America ; and horrible unheard- of 


Cruelties committed by the Savages, on the Perſons | 


of our F ellow- Subjects ? What have we reaped from 
the late Campaign, but Dinar Loſs, a 
5 Shame . 


Ate not all, the Things ey againſt ws? 


- 


Will they not diſpixit our Men, and embolden, our 


F oes?- Will they not make guy Allies backward to 


come in with their Succours, and render the Powers 
that are un-ngaged, afraid to declare themſelves 90 
gur Side? 

La Al theſe- Gircumftances conſidered; the preſent 
Time appears to be a Time of uncommon Danger: 


| Our Shy. i is black with Clouds, and there is the 
Send of Abundance Rains. J udgments ſeem, more 


than ſeem to be boyering all around us, How ſoon ; 


they may fall, GOD only know? 
If GOD. indeed were for us, we might truſt and 


not be afraid. We might look Danger i in the F ace, | 


and boldly: fay ; Who ſhall be againſt. Us + 2—But is 
this the Caſe? Are we 3 righteous Nation that keth= 
eth the Truth t? Is there ſufficient Reaſon to believe, 
that | the Holy. ONE of Hrael is our Defence ? —Are 
we not, on the contrary, a ſinful Generation; ; 2 
People laden with Iniquity ? Is there not abundant 
"Reaſon to fear, leſt our GOD ſhould ſay, in ter- 


5 * xvili. 41. + Rom. viii, 31. t Iſai. XVI. 2. 
ible 


f Affairs, lock where-ever we will, wear a louring Aſ⸗ 


The Tine e — 3 
rible Indignation; They are joined ta Idels, let them 
alis In order to determine this Point, let Us 
examine our Ways. N othing can be more proper 

for a Day of Humiliation. Are not. Me, like the 
| Egyptians, i in a State of great Danger, if v we conſider 


k. The Sims of our. Nation. | 
16 The TER AGAR, denounced upon ich 
DOE 16.45 | 


'F The certain Ear of wol Judgments un 
leſs we fly to the appointed Refuge. . 


** Conſider the Sins of our Nation. khr 1 ſhall ä 
mention ſome, and only ſome of thoſe Abomina- 
tions; which, wherever they are found, cannot 
fail to provoke the Eyes of GOD's Glory; and 
render, either a Perſon or a 8 ripe for his Ven- 

geance. | ; 


The Chriftian 8 Sabbath is is an ineſtiwable Privilege 5 
| the Church of CHRIST. It is a Pledge of GOD's 
15 diſtinguiſhing Love. It is a happy Means of build- 
ing us up in Knowledge ; of eſtabliſhing Us in Faith; 
and preparing Us for our everlaſting Reſt.— Vet i is it 
not ſhamefully profaned, in City and in Country? 


What Multitudes waſte it in Idleneſs, or ſquander = 


it away in unedifying Converſation ? Making it by 
far the moſt uſeleſs and contemptible Day of the 
Week. This they do, even though GOD ftrialy 
charges, ſaying ; Remember ye the Sabbath Day, not 
barely to abſtain from your ordinary Works, but 10 
reep it holy t; devoting it entirely to holy Purpoſes, 
and religious Exerciſes.— This they do, even though 
GOD n 2 ſaying; If ye will not 
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5 We Nine of Danger. | 
hearken . nes to ballnw the Sabbath-Dayz then will 


I findle a Fire in your Gates, and it fhall devour 8 
Palaces of Jeruſalem, and it ſhall not be quenched a. 


Is not the Name of GOD, great, wonderful, md 


holy? Ought it not to be uſed with the deepeſt Ve- 
neration, and magnified above all Things? But is it 


not audaciouſly diſhonoured, and impiouſly blaſ- 


phemed? Diſhonoured by cuſtomary and wanton, 
blaſphemed by falſe and perfidious. Swearing ? Has 
not the moſt High GOD declared, That he will in 
no wiſe hold ſuch daring Wretches guiltleſs,! Yet, 


how do theſe daring Wretches ſwarm, like the Lo- 
cuſts of Society, in our polluted Land? O England, 
how is thy Air tainted with this Breath of the infer- 
nal Pit! How do thy Streets reſound, moſt horribly 
reſound, with this Language of Hell! And will not 
the Almighty LORD make Thee know—know, 


by bitter Experience, what that meaneth, which is 


ſpoken by his Prophet ? - Becauſe of Swearing, the. 
Land mourneth +. Mourneth under — * ap 


tions, and deſolating Judgments. 


Is not the Scripture a fingular Bleſſing ? Yes j 171 is 
celebrated by the Pſalmiſt, as the ſovereign Blefing ; ; 
that which crqwns the other Inſtances of divine 
Goodnefs ; He ſhewed bls Ward unto Jacob, his Sta- 
tutes and Ordinances unto Iſrael, It js alſo celebrated, 


as a moſt diſtinguiſhing Bleſſing, from which Multi- 


tudes are excluded; He hath not dealt ſo with all Nas 


tions, neither have 2 Fleathen K nowledge of his Laws ; 


Should not then the Scripture be precious to our Souls; 
more Pri. than fine Gold; ſweeter alſo than 


® Jer, xvii. 27. 11 xxiii. 10. 2 Pfal, cxlvij. 19, 20. 


Honey, 


oo» had © ee 


The ike of Di: "a, 
Honey, and the Droppings of the Honey-Comb? Fl 
Should we not exerciſe ourſelves in it, Day and 
Night *; reading it by Day, meditating on it by 
Night? Should we not make it the moſt delightful 
Subject of our Conyerſation ? Talk of it to our-Chil- 
dren, our Domeſtics, our Neighbours ; When We 
lie down and riſe up; when We walk by the Way 
and fit in the Houſe ?- But where are the Perſons; 
who bear ſuch a ſuperlative Eſteem for the Bible? 
Where is the Company, that delights to converſe on 
thoſe Oracles of Truth? Where are the Parents, 
that diligently inſtruct their Children, and feed them 
with the Milk of the Word ? Diverſion, of every 
Kind, engages their Attention, and the moſt trifling 
Impertinence employs their Tongue; but the 
LORD's Word is inſipid, if not irkſome. His 


Word is treated. even by Proteftants, as the Manna ; 


was treated by the 1/raclites, Who had the Ingratitude 
and Impudence to ſay; our Soul latheth this light. 
Bread f. A Plague from the LORD of Hoſts 
was the Conſequence, of their contemptuous Treat- 


: ment of the Meat that periſheth. Of how much forer | 


| Puniſhment ſhall we be thought worthy, who enten. 
the Food, which endureth to everlaſting Life! | 


860 hath reſerved the Unjuſt, faith the Scrip- 
ture, unto the Day of Judgment, to be puniſhed; 

chiefly thoſe who walk after the Fleſh, in the Luſts of 
' Uncleanneſs . Is not this Iniquity rampant among 
the Inhabitants of England? What lewd Pictures are 
expoſed to View ! What filthy Writings are ſuffered 


. * Pſal. i. 2. | + Deut. vi. 7. 5 1 Numb, 21. 5 
jj 2 Pet. ii. 10. 5 85 oe @ 
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to ſee the Light ! Fuel for Luſt, and Incentives to 
Debauchery.— What is Wit, in our Days, but ei- 
ther ſome laſcivious Hint, or ſome licentious abuſe 


of Scripture ! Are not the wanton Entertainments of 
the Stage, and other Seminaries of Lewdneſs, coun- 


tenanced, ſupported, thronged? Can you acquit 
our Cities and Towns of Drunkenneſs, Revellings, 
and abominable Exceſſes? Are not theſe, and all 
Sorts of Filthineſs, found in our Skirts? If ſo, hear 
the Word of the LORD ; and let it fink deep into 
every Heart. ben had | Hy them to the full, they 
then committed Adultery, and aſſembled themſelves by 


| Troops i in the Harlots Houſes. They were as fed Horſes 


in the Morning: Every ane neighed after his Miigb- 
bur s Wife. Sball I nat uiſit for theſe Things ? ſaith 


the Lord, And "a not 2s Sou! be "_ on oy a 


Nation as this *? 
Is not Religion, ith Religion, very doch upon 


the Decline, even among the Serious? Do not many 


Profeflors, quite deſtitute of the Power of God- 
lineſs, content themfelves with the mere Form? 


Whereas, If any, in Imitation of the firſt Believers 


and the firſt Preachers, are alive to GOD, and zea- 
lous for the LORD of Hoſts ; theſe Perſons, in- 
ſtead of being encouraged, are apple inſtead of 
being eſteemed, are repraached.—Of ſuch Perſons 
even the malignant Spirit could bear Witneſs ;, Theſe 


Men are the Servants of the moſt high G OD, who 
ſhew unto us the May of Salvation +. But among Us, 


who call ourſelves Chriftians ; who pique ourſelves 


— being the pureſt Church in Chr; * „ 


1 Jer. v. 7, 8, 9. + Acts xvi. 17. 55 


mong 
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The Time of Danger, W 
mong Us, ſuch Perſons are deemed the Viſionaries 
of the Age, the Diſturbers of Society, the Men that 
would turn the Mori upſide down'*. The Miniſters 


who are moſt faithful, and the People who are moſt 


exemplary, are a Deriſion and a Bye-Word among 


their Neighbours, Thus, in Ifrael, They mocked the 


Meſſengers of GOD, and de efpiſed his Wards, -and 


miſuſed his Prophets. But it was to the Confuſion 


of thoſe Scoffers, and the Ruin of their Country, 
For the Wrath of the LORD aroſe againſt bis People 
till there was no Remedy. Therefore He brought upon 


them the King of | the Chaldees, who ſlew their young 


Men with the Sword, in the Houſe of their Sandluary ; 
and had no Conipaſſion upon young Men or 3 * 
Man, or bini that flooped for Age Te. - | 

Are we not abandoned to a Spirit of carnal Conf 
dence ? When do we diſcover any Reliance on the 
Almighty, or aſcribe any of our Succeſs to his gra- 
cious Interpoſition ! It is not GOD, but our Sword, 
that ſhall help us. Or, if any unſeen Power is ac+ 


: knowledged, it is not the LORD of Hoſts, but 


good F ortune. One would almoſt i _— that we 

ere aſhamed of a heavenly Ally; and thought it a 
die to own ourſelves dependent on Omnipo- 
tence. Is not ſuch a Temper a national Infatua- 
tion, and the Harbinger of national Judgments ? 


- Zedekiah and the Men of Judah, forgot or neglect- 


ed the Rock of their Salvation, and made Pharaoh's 
Army t their Confidence, But ſee, what was the Iſſue; 
or hear it from the Mouth of HIM, who fulfilleth 


the Word of his- Servants. Though ye had An 


Acts xvii. 6. "IP + Show. xxxvi. 16, 17. 
the 
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2 The Time of Danger. 
the whole Army of the Chaldeans that fight againſt you, 


and there remained but wounded Men among them, yet 


ſhould they riſe up every Man i in his Tent, and burn this 


Should you ſay, This is a falſe Charge. Have we 


not, this very Day, publickly acknowledged, That, 


<«< without the divine Aid, the wiſeſt Counſels of 
« frail Men, and the Multitude of an Hoſt, and 
« all the Inftruments of War, are but weak and 
« vain?” Have we not likewiſe expreſsly declared, 
That * not confiding in the Splendour of any 
* hing that is great, or the Stability of any Thing 


cc that is ſtrong here below, we do moſt humbly 


80 "flee to the LORD for Succour, and put our Truſt 
under the Shadow of his Wings +?” I would to 
GOD, we believed that Acknowledgement, and 
ated conformable to*this Declaration. We ſhould 
then be very diligent to propagate Religion, among 


_ our Soldiers anck Sailors. We ſhould ſeek for ſuch 


Officers and Commanders, as are Men fearing GOD. 


We {6uld be as deſirous to eſtabliſh-our Troops in | 
Godlineſs, as to train them up in military Diſcipline. 


But is it thus with our Army? Is it thus with our 
Navy? ? Viſit a Man of War. You will think your- 


ſelf, not in o -of the Bulwarks of our Ifland, but 
in a little Hel. Obſerve the Gentlemen of the 


Sword. Concerning the Generality of them, you 


* 


* Jer. xxxvii. 10. 


+ The F orm of Prayer appointed for the F alt, 


they 


will have Reaſon to aſk ; are theſe Chriſtians ? Are 


=" = 


hey 


The Time of Danger: 13 


= ew not incarnate Devils * 3 can we 1 ; 


that the infinitely pure GOD will go forth with 


ſuch Hoſts ? Will he not rather become their Enemy, 


and fight. againſt them + ? 

What Ignorance prevails, eſpecially among the leber 
Ranks of People ? The groſſeſt Ignorance of themſelves 
and of GOD our SAVIOUR; the groſſeſt Ignorancg 
of Grace and Salvation by a REDEEMER's Righ- 
teouſneſs; the groſſeſt Ignorance of the very firſt 


Principles of our holy Religion. To do Evil, they 


are wiſe. But to do Good; to believe in FESUS 
CHRIST; to love and glorify HIM who bought 
Sinners with his Blood ; to do all, to do any of this, 
they have no Knowledge. And is it a ſmall Mat- 
ter to be thus Children of Darkneſs ? Is not the Soul 
alienated from the Life of GOD through Igno- 


rancefj? Does not this diſpleaſe the moſt high 
GOD, and provoke the Holy One of lfrael? Let 


his own Word determine. It it a People of no Un- 


derſtanding, therefore He that made them will not have 


Mercy on them; and He that f formed them, will ſhew 


them no Favour $ Are eſs n ö 


* Does this ſound harſh ? Or will any other Part of the 
Charge, advanced in theſe Diſcourſes, prove offenſive ?— 
F am ſorry there ſhould be any Occaſion for ſuch Lan- 
guage. But I dare not retract it; I muſt not ſoften it; 
no, nor apologize for it. Thus much, TN I will 
ſay, borrowing the Words of Joh, If it be not /o now, 
let Experience make me a Liar, and in this Caſe make my 
Speech nothing worth. Job xxiv. 25. Deſitous as I am 


of ſpeaking Truth, here I ſhall rejoice to be convicted of 
Falſhood. 


+ Iſai. Lili. 10. = Eph. iv. 18. 3 1. xxvii. 11. 
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the Tine of Dave 


our Fears. But if they are the word of GOD, 


which liveth and abideth for ever; then We have 


Reaſon to ery, © What will become of England! vi 
Ina Word; Religion, both as to Knowledge and 


Practice, was never at ſo low an. Ebb, ſince the 


Reformation took Place. Nor Luxury, and Immo- 
rality of every Kind, at ſuch an enormous Height. 
— Where now are our Rulers? are they zealous 


for GOD, and valiant for the Truth ? Have they 
Courage to ſtem the Torrent; or to oppoſe the 


Overflowings of Ungodlineſs ?: Where are nur 


| Grandees and Magiſtrates? Warm with 


rous Indignation, do they fnatch the Spear ; e 


like the gallant Phineas, ſmite through the Loins of 
Iniquity ?— Alas! Have not our great Men altoge- 
tber broken the Yoke, and burſt the Bonds * ? Are they 


not, generally ſpeaking, the Ringleaders in Tranſ- 


greſſion; as eminent for their Contempt of GOD, 
as for the Affluence of their Circumſtances? Yea, 


the Hand of the Princes and Rulers hath been chief in 
the ſeveral Treſpaſſes t. But will that Dignity, 


which they have abuſed ; will that Authority, which 
was lent them for bation Purpoſes ;. will thoſe Diſ- 
tinctions be a Security to Them or their Country, in 
the Day of Viſitation ?—Hear what the righteous 


LORD fays, who is higher than the higheſt, and 
able to execute all his Decrees: It is the Sword of 


the great Men that are flain, which entereth into their 
privy Chambers. I have ſet the Point of the Sword 


againſt all their Gates, that their Hearts may faint, and 


F Tos. Yo Fo + Ezra ix. 2 


8 ö Tb, 5 | their 


ew ecAwe woe... 


th 


D 


T 


their 
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- their Ruins be multiplied . Gates, be they ever ſo 


ſtrongly fortified, or ever ſo carefully guarded, are 


no Defence againſt the point of JEHOV AH's Sword. 


And if Sin is ſuffered to enter, Judgments will affur- 


edly follow. © Judgments will follow even the moſt 


powerful and wealthy Sinners; will purfue themy 
like an eager Blood-Hound ; will haunt them like a 
diſmal Ghoſt; will force a Way into their Palaces, 
nay, into Geir cloſeſt Retirements; and never remit 
the Chaſe, till Fainting of Heart ends in multiplied 
Ruin; in the Ruin of nee their e 


their Country. 
Amidſt all theſe crying. Evils are we not pre- 


fumptuouſly ſecure? Is there not a deplorable Spirit 
of Stupidity which blinds our Eyes, and renders our 


Hearts inſenſible? Scarce any one lays theſe Mi- 
ſeries and Dangers to Heart, Who mourneth for 


the Abominations of the Land? Who ſtirreth up 
Himfelf to call upon G OD ? If fo be, He may yet be 


entreated, and have Mercy upon Ziom.—Are We 


not too much like the intoxicated Sinners of the old 
World! They eat, they drank ; they bought, they fold; they 


planted, they builded. They gave themſelves wholly 


up to ſenſual Gratifications, and inferior Cares; diſ- 


regarding all the Admonitions of Mab, and all the 


Tokens of impending Vengeance. Till the divine 
Long-Suffering ceaſed ; the univerſal Flood came; 
and, with irreſiſtible Violence. fivept them all away +. 
—Are we not in the Condition of thoſe ſupine 
ſenſeleſs People, ſpoken of by the Prophet Ze- 


Pbaniah] It ſpall come to paſs at that Day, that I will 


* Ezek. xxi. 14. 15. ; + Luke xvii. 27. 
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| fearch Jeruſalem with | Candles, and puniſh the Mn 


that are ſettled upon their Lees: That ſay in their 
Heart, The LORD will not do Good, neither will He 


4 Evil. And may we not juſtly expect their awful 


Doom ? Therefore their Gd, ſhall become a Booty, and 
their Houſes a Deſolation. Their Blood ſhall be poured 
aut as Duſt. And their Fleſh as the Dung. Neither 
their Silver nor their Gold ſhall be able to deliver them, 
in the Day of the LORD, Wrath, but the whale 
Land ſhall be devoured by the Fire of bis Jealouſy s, 


As a farther Aggravation of our Crimes, have 
We not been incorrigible, amidſt the moſt compulſive 


and the moſt winning Motives to Amendment? We 
have been viſited with a contagious Diſtemper among 
our Cattle; which, We were apprehenſive, might 
have introduced a Plague among the human Race. 


From this Fear We have been delivered. But are 


We delivered from our evil Works, and have We 


renounced all Ungodfineſs ? Rebellion broke out in 


our Iſland, and threatened to overthrow our Pro- 


teſtant Government, and deprive Us of our reformed 


Religion ; threatened to deprive Us of our Liberty | 


and its Privileges, of our Peace and its Comforts. 
This Storm alſo was ſoon blown over, and Tran- 


| * Zeph. i. 12, &c. 
Tremendous Threat'ning | Black as Night it flands, 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 


And ſhakes a dreadful Dart! 7 MiLTox. 


Even the Dart of divine Indignation over a guilty 
'Land. Yet who is awaked from a ſtate of Indolence ? 
Who is induced to watch and pray? Who falls down at 
the Feet of JEHOVAH, though they ſee his Wrath en- 
kindling, and hear his Terrors denounced ? 


8. if, quilſty 


8 
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quility reſtored, to our Land. But did We return 
every one to the LORD but GOD, who dealt 


ſo graciouſly with us ?—Earthquakes have ſhat- 


"2 tered other Kingdoms; have deſtroyed other Ci- 


ties: while they only adimoniſhed, not injured, Us 
and ours, Has this Goodnefs, this diſtinguiſhing 
Goodneſs of G ON, led Us to Repentance ?—Were 


We not lately preſerved from the moſt calamitous of 
all Temporal Loſſes? From loſing the precious 


Fruits of the Earth ? When the Corn was ripe, and 
ready for the Sickle, who can forget the lowering 
Sky and the deſcending Rains? Which held back the 


Huſbandman's Hand, and forbad the Gathering. A 


few more Days of ſuch unſeaſonable Weather, had 


inevitably ſpoiled the Produce of the Ground, and 
_ deſtroyed the Staff of Life; But divine Providence, 
at the very Hour of Need, reſtrained the immoderate 


Showers ; bid the Sun * forth with peculiar 


Brightneſs; and gave us the expected Weeks of the 
Harveſt. Thus reſcuing Us from Famine; per- 
haps, from Peſtilence; probably; from Mutiny; 


certainly; from a Train of Evils, the Particulars of 
which we cannot ſo much as imagine. But is there 
not too much Ground for the Complaint, ſo pathe- 
tically urged, and fo frequently repeated by the Pro- 
phet; Though I have done all this for Yu, yet have 
Ye not returned unte ine ſaith the LORD. 


Behold, now; the State of ont Notion... 
Sins abound, and are grown up to Heaven—Sins of 
every, even the moſt horrid Kind Sins among all 
Ranks, from the higheſt to the loweſt—In our Sins 
We perſiſt; though wooed, as it Were, with the 


* Amos iv. 6, 9, 95 10, 1 Hs. 


e C choiceſt 
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_ Choiceſt Mercies ; though made to ſmart under va- 
rious Judgments ; though threatened with far more 
afflictive Viſitations.— And will the great, the 
mighty, the terrible GOD always bear with ſuch 
a People? Will he receive the moſt horrible Indig- 
nities, and ſtill, {till refrain himſelf ? Surely, He will 
ſay, with a determined Indignation | Ab, I well eafe 
me of mine Adverſaries, and avenge me of mine Enemies x. 
— Has he not evidently begun to ſhew Us terrible 
Things in Righteouſneſs? And what, O ! what 
may the End of thefe Things be! How doleful, how 
deſtructive! Unleſs ſovereign Grace interpoſe, bring- 
ing Us, by Faith in the SON of GOD, to un- 
feigned Repentance, and Newnefs of Life. Some 
Notion we may form, concerning the End of theſe 
Things, by unfolding the ſecond Point. 


The Judgments of GOD, denounced on fuch 
Sins. Where fuch Iniquitics prevail, We might 
naturally conclude, that the divine Indignation is 
awakened, and the divine Vengeance lingereth not. 


Is there a GOD? Does He behold the Children of 


Men? Is his Nature infinitely pure and holy? Surely 
then He cannot, He will not ſuffer the moſt outra- 


geous Violations of his ſublime Perfections, to paſs 
unpunifhed.— Thus we might argue from the Na- 
ture of GOD: this we might eonjecture from the 
Aſpect of Things. But we have a more ſure Word 
of Prophecy. In this Word, the Wrath of GOD is 
revealed againft all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men +, And ſee! in what flaming Colours, by 


{ 


i 


* Iſai, is 24. ; + Rom. i. 18. 


what 


& 


| The Fmt of Dat „ 


what frightful Images, this Wrath is repreſented | 
theſe Judgments are deſcribed. 


They ate likened to a Lion, rending His prey 


The LORD had been Ante Ephraim as A Moth, 
und to the Houſe of Judah ns a Worm. He had in- 
| idted milder Judgments; rebuking them gradually; 


and with-hblding inferior Comforts. His Judgments 
were like a Moth fretting the Garment, or like a 
Worm corroding the Wood. In both which Caſes, 
the Conſumption creeps as it were; the Wafting 
proceeds filently and flowly. Flius: the chaſtiſing 
JEHOV AH ated; giving the People Space for-Re-" 
collection, and looking for Repentance; But no Re- 
pentance was produced. They continued irreclaim- 
able, adding Sin to Sin. Then ſays the LORD, 
T will be unto Ephraim as a Lion; which, all —_— | 
and ravenous, ruſhes upon a lonely Traveller. 

will now come forth as an incenſed and irrefigals 
Adverſary; and be as a roaring Lion to the Houſe of 
Judah: J, even I, who am omnipotent wrll tear, 
will deſtroy them with a mighty Hand; and go 
away, fatiated with Slaughter and Vengeance 1 
will tate away both Prince and People; I will taks 
away their very Place and Nation; and none ſhall 


+ have Power to effect, or Courage to attempt, a R 


rue . If GOD do thus to perverſe and incortigible 

Judah, why ſhould we imagine, that He will deal 

otherwiſe with perverſe and incorrigible England? 
They are deſcribed by a Flood. Now therefore be- 


hold, the LO RD bringeth up aon them the Waters of 
the River, flrong and many; even the King of Aſlyria 


. " Hoſ. V. 12, 14. 
C 2 | : and 


Wt... * The Time of Danger. 

and all his Glory: And He fhall come up over all his 
Channels, and go over all his Banks. And he ſball paſs 
through Judah; He ſhall overthrow and go over; He 
ſhall reach even to the Neck, and the Stretching out of 


bis Wings ſhall fill the Breadth of thy Land, O 1M- 
MANUEL *. The King of ria and his Army 


determined to invade Fudah, are ſignified by the Va- 


ters of the River. Theſe the LORD. bringeth up; 
over-ruling the Purpoſes of ambitious Princes, and 
making even their wicked Deſigns ſubſervient to his 
holy Will hey are, like the Waters of an im- 
menſe Flood, Arong and many; their Multitude innu- 
merable, and their Force unconquerable: For they 
ſhall come, with all their Glory; with their choiceſt 
Troops, their ableſt Commanders, and their whole 
warlike Artillery. He ſhall come up over all his Chan- 
nels, and go over all his Banks; from all Parts of his 
vaſt Dominion, his Troops ſhall be aſſembled 

each Province ſhall be drained of its braveſt Inbabi- 


tants; and all unite to render this Expedition one 


of the moſt formidable that ever was undertaken.— 
He ſhall paſs through Judah; not only make Inroads 


upon the Frontiers, but puſh his Way through the 
Country, and penetrate the very Heart of the King- 


dom. He ſhall overflow ; ſpread Terror and Deſola- 
tion on every Side, and in every Quarter. He hall 
go over Villages, Towns, Cities, Tribes ; and bear 
down all before Him. He Hall reach even to the 
Neck; His Ravages ſhall extend even to the royal 


City, to the very gates of the Metropolis; threaten- 


ing Deſtruction to the Palace of the King, and the 


* 


7 Iſai. viii. 7, 8. | 
Hu 1 Walle 
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| Walls as the Temple. The fretching out of bis Wings, © 


the ſeveral Detachments and Parties of his victorious 
Army, /hall fill the Breadth of the Land with Havock, 


Slaughter, and Ruin. Even of iy Land, O'IM- 
MANUEL. Their Relation to thee ſhall procure 


no Favour, ſhall afford no Protection. They have 


diſhonoured that -gaodly Name, wherewith they 


were called. Therefore that goodly Name ſhall. no 
longer ſtand in the Breach, but pour itſelf. with the 
Torrent, and render it irreſiſtible. Buch an Inun- 
dation of Judgments; ſo. terrible, ſo n DAVE 
not We: deſerved, , may not We Gong 


bl heſe Judgments” are compared to Fire ; 5 on 
to the fierceſt of Fires, that which glows i in a Fur- 
nace. The Houſe of 1 Iſrael 7s to me become Droſs, all 


tht are Braſs, and Tin, and Iron, and Lead, in the 


Midſi of the Furnace; they are even the Dreſs of Sil- 
ver. Therefore thus faith the LORD GOD, be- 
rauſe Ye are all become. Dreſs, behold therefore 7 will 
athzr you into the Midſi of Jeruſalem. A. they ga. 
ther Braſs, and Iron, and Tin, and Lead into the Midft | 
of the Furnace, to blow the Fire upon. it, to melt it; fo 
will ¶ gather You in mine, Anger and in my Fury; —_ | 
I wall leave You there, a melt You. Yea, [ will ga. 
ther You, and blow upon You in the Fire of my Wrath, 
and Ye ſhall be melted Tn the Midſi thereof x. Aſto- 
niſhing Words! And they are doubled } They are 
redoubled ! In order to alarm the inſenſible Sinners. 
As the Sword, by being brandiſhed in many a dread- 


ful Circle, over the Criminal's Head, ftrikes Terrour 


into his Apprehenſions, before it does the Work of 
as , Ezek, xxli. 18, 19. 20, 21. 


C 3 Vengeance 
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Vengeance on his Heart.—This Generation is be. 
come Braſs, impudent in their Wickedneſs. They- 
have a Whore's Forehead, they cannot bluſh at their 
Iniquities, but glory in Walt Shame. They are Tin; 
adegenerate Race; Children thatare Corrupters. They 
have forſaken the good old Way, and ſwerved from 
the Example of their Fathers. With Regard to 
Hardneſs of Heart, they are as Iron. Impenitent 
amidſt all their Guilt; obſtinately tenacious of their 
Vices; and not to be wrought upon by any Addreſ- 
ſes, not to be reclaimed by any Expedients.—In ano- 
ther Reſpect they are as Lead; ſtupid and fot- 
tiſh ; ; pliable to Evil, but for any ood Purpoſe un- 7 
meet; to every good Work Teprobate, —Becauſe 

they are ſo exceedingly ſinful, they ſhall be overtaken 

by GOD's Anger, and uro e by his Fury; ; 2s 

Metals, caſt into the Midft of « a Furnace, are ſur- 
rounded with the raging Heat. The Flame of this 

Wrath ſhall be blown, as with. 5 vehement Wind, 

to its utmoſt Height. In this Furnace they ſhall be 

Left, to this Wrath they ſhall be abandoned; till, by a 
Complication of Afflictions, reſembling the Complici- 

tion of their Vices, they ar overcome, ſubdued, 

and even melted. So melted, as to be either POOLE 

from the Droſs of their Inic uities, or elſe ee 
together in one promiſcuous P | 4 


Theſe Judgments are deſcribed by: the W 
Repreſentation of an End. An End of Affluence 
and Proſperity, of which we have gloried. An End 
of Power and Strength, in 'which we have truſted, » 
An End of all National Bleflings which we have 1 
not improved to G Ob's Honour, but turned into 


Licentiouſneſs. Thus ſaith the L ORD GOD; an 
End, 
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End; an End is come upon the four Corners of the Land. 
The Sword without, and the Peſiilence and the Famine 


_ within : He that is in the Field ſhall die with the Sword; 


and he that is in the City Peſtilence and Famine fhall 


devour him *. For this we have been ripening, by 
an unintermitted Courſe of Ungodlineſs and Iniquity. 


And what can be expected by an Impenitent People, 
hating to be reformed ? What ? But that Judgments, 


which have long been ſuſpended, ſhould at laſt be 


inflicted? An End is come. It is come upon the Land. 


It is a national Viſitation. Not confined to a Part, 
but extending to the whole Kingdom. Upon the 


our Corners of the Land. No Place ſhall be ex- 
empt; nothing ſecure. Neither that which ſeems 
to be moſt ſecret, nor that which lies moſt re- 
mote. The Vengeance is univerſal and inevita- 
ble.— The Executioners of this Vengeance take 
their Stand, within and without, at Home, and A- 
broad; ſo that to fly from ane is only to fall into the 
Hands of another. He that is in the Field, ſhall find 
no W ay to eſcape, but ſhall die with the Sword. He 
that is in the City ſhall obtain no Protection, but 
Famine and Pęſtilence ſhall devour him. Every City 


| ſhall be a Slaughter- Houſe, and every Field a Field | 
of Blood. In City and Country, Sin has prodigi- 


ouſly abounded ; therefore in City and Country, De- 
ſolation ſhall be made ; Death ſhall be multiplied ; 
Miſeries ſhall abound. 


- Theſe are ſome of the Images, by which the Judg- 


ments and the Wrath of G OD, are repreſented in 


the Seriptures. But when all Images are uſed, when 
Fancy itſelf is exhauſted, we may _ cry out 


* Ezek. vil. 2, 15. 


C4 with 


— ents — — . _ 
— ͤ— > a: — = 
DN <= — | 


o—_— 
2 5 
— — 


an 4 
4 . 
— wy 1 ani 


2 — 
— — ens ——omawt nes 


2 8 2 — — 2 * N IS. 5 - 
Wl GE TS Ä ðͤ b / A ĩ⅛—— — 
0 CE — : 7 ha, 4 1 K. 7 0» no — 
« 1 2 y . hs * - Fo 8 * 2 — 
= * 4 puree 2 2 PT £ * - * — 


og 
CE SY 

— — 
— LRIELY 
WIE ”— ö — 


— wel ; 
- 17h 
J 1 
125 1 + 
„ 
I * A 
* 2 
17 
5 
. 
= - - 
K 1a 
* 
1 E N 
n 


— regs 


8 — 
24 — 
* 2 


— — C — * — 7 % by - 
— e 9 5 222 22 - — — — 
. - fy” — — — n "> ———— 
80 Mar th a a 2 2 hg." — * — . r E IEIS 4 < 9 * — 2 — TIS — — — — — - 
n 1 2 * - " 8 — E en 9 . : — — —: 2 pe —.— wes FHP... 
7 < ö — < - - — - —— — — — — 
* . 0 4 1 0 — — — — — — — — — 9 — _— — 2 
* * — . —— = — - — — — — — — — 
. — 
2 — 

— — * 2 — 


— > 
AE; HLRER®: age 
E 3 
> gr . 
— ————— — — 8 2 I NY RL III ” . 
— — . — . — reg nt 2 — 
r . —— — — — 8 
p - Bon IIA — wa 


24 The Time of Danger. 
with the Pſalmiſt; who knoweth the Power of thing 
Anger * ? If GOD whet his glittering Sword, and 


his Hand take hold on Judgment, what can with- 
ſtand it, or who can ſuſtain it? If his Wrath be 


| kindled, yea but a little, it /hall conſume the Earth 


with her Increaſe ; it ſhall ſet on Fire the Foundations 
of the Mountains, and burn to the laweft Hell +. 


| Left you ſhould begin to ſay within yourſelves, 
Theſe Threatenings are applicable only to the Jews y 


| 1 proceed to ſhew, 


3 The certain Execution of theſe or ſome ſueh 
Judgments on Us, unleſs we fly to the appointed 
Refuge. 


GOD is an infinite 8 In his Word, He 
adgrefles Himſelf to all Generations of Men, and 
to every Individual of the human Kind, where his 
holy Revelation is made. It is therefore a certain 


Rule, that when any People, enlightened by the glo- 


rious Goſpel, become, like Jeruſalem, univerſally 


and incorrigibly corrupt ; they wa in SOR * 


Doom, read their own. 


GOD is the fame Yeſterday, to Day, an for 
ever. He remembereth his Threatenings, as well as 
his Promiſes, to a thouſand Generations. Whatſo- 


ever, of either Kind, happened to our F orefathers, 


happened to them as Enſamples to Us. And whatſo- 


ever was written aforetime, was written for our Learn=- 


ing. Obſerve, it was written, not for our Amuſe- 


ment, but for our Learning and Admonition f. That 
we may, as in a Mirror, ſee our own Picture, and 


learn our own Deſtiny. 


* Plal. xc. 11. + Deut. xxxii, 22. f 1 Cor. x. 11. 


Is 


Is 
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Is it not in a Manner neceſſary, for the Manifeſta- Ro 


a gon of GO 's inflexible Juſtice,” and his unaltera- 


ble Hatred of Sin, that Judgment ſhould take their 
Courſe, when Iniquity rears its Head, and refuſes 
to be controuled ? At ſuch a Juncture does not 


every one of the divine Attributes cry aloud? G 


LORD GO D, to whom Vengeance belongethz thou 
GOD te wks Vengeance belotigeth, be thyſelf.— 


And how can the Juſtice-of GOD, with Regard to 


a wicked Nation, be ſhewn; but by executing his 


Vengeance upon them, in temporal Galamities ? 


Conſider, Sirs ; the very Eſſence of political Com- 
munities is temporal, purely temporal. It has no 
Exiſtence but in this World. Hereafter, Sinners 
will be judged and puniſhed ſingly and in a perſonal | 


Capacity only. How then ſhall HE, that is Ruler 
among the Nations, maintain the Dignity of his Go- 
vernment over the Kingdoms of the Earth, bu 


ioflifting national Puniſhments,, for national Prgy = 


cations ; and, for final N total Dolly — 
tion? 


Beſides; 55 not the LORD 8 ated in in 
this Manner ? Go back to the Generations of old. 


Contemplate Sodom and Gomorrab, and the Cities 
about them. Well watered every where, even as 
the Garden of the LOR D. Vet this fruitful Land 
is made barren, theſe populous Cities are turned into 


Aſhes, for the Wickedneſs of them that dwell therein *; 


for their Pride and Idleneſs; for their voluptuous 
and wanton Indulgencies, For which Things ſake, the 


, ath of G OD not only has come, in former EI” | 


* Pal, vile 34. 
= 
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| ana in diftant Nations; but in every Age, cometh, and 


in every Nation will come, _ 1 of oy 
bedience *. 


- Paſs over to Babylon; ; the conteſt City that the 
1 ever beheld. Which ſet Calamity at Defiance; 
 aying in her Heart, 7 ſhall be a Lady for ever 4, How 
is ſhe fallen; Swept with the Beſom of Deſtruction 1 
Not fo much as a Trace or Footſtep of her ancient 
Glory left! And ſhall we be ſafe, when thoſe very 
Iniquities prevail among Us, which raſed the Foun- 
dations of the Babyloniſh Metropolis, and overthrew 
the Magnificence of the Babylonian Monarchy ? 


Take a View of (Conſtantinople ; once the moſt flou- 
xiſhing Chriſtian City in the World. Where the firſt 
Chriſtian Emperor filled the Throne, and Chry/q o/ftom 
that great Chriſtian Orator the Pulpit, Then it was 
-gloriouſly enlightened © with the Knowledge. of 
FE SUS CHRIST. Grace and Truth dwelt. 
in it; and the Beauties of Holineſs adorned it. But 
now the Candleftick is removed. Tt is now given 
up to Infidelity and Barbarity. It is now full of oa 
neſs, and cruel Habitations. 


Come hither then ye careleſs ones, and ſee what 
Deſolation Sin has made in theWarth. On Account 
of Sin, Sodom was conſumed; as in a Moment; Baby- 
15 K __ deſtroyed I; Conftantinople has loſt her 

Ny 


Col. iii. 6, + Iſai. xlvii. 7. 1 Iſai. xiv. 23. 

* Will any, raiſed in their own Conceit above the 
vu ar Level, neglect theſe Admonitions with a Smile 

of Bicdain? Becauſe they can aſſign the /econd Cauſes 
5 ſome ſuch Evils as have been 3 will they 
therefore quiet their Spirits, amidſt the alarmin 'S ſpec 
1 | 
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Glory. And have We a Licence to Sin with Impu- 


nity ? Are our Sins leſs heinous, than thoſe of other 


People? Quite the reyerſe, Conſidering the many 


Bleſſings, which We enjoy as a Nation; the many 


Deliverances We haye enjoyed, as a Proteſtant Na- 
tion; the numberleſs Adyantages for religious Know- 
ledge and religious Practice, which We both have 


enjoyed, and do enjoy, above all the Nations on 


ſpect of udgments | from Heaven ?— They have heard 
(I make no doubt) that a midnight Debauch in Babylon 
and a popular Sedition in Feraſalem, left the Gates of 


the former open to Cyrus, and the Walls of the latter 


without Defence to Veſpaſſan. Perhaps they will ſuppoſe 
that the Overthrow of Sodom was occaſioned by the 
Shock of an Earthquake; and thatthe Fire from Heaven, 
was produced by falpharebus Exhalations. b 

Be the Premiſes ever ſo certain, is there any Thing 
rational in the Conclufion ? Is not what we term the Cour/e 


% 


of Naturt the inceſſant Adminiſtration of PRovivexncs? 
Are not many of its ordinary Appearances, very evident 


| Indications: of a righteous and holy Government, unal- 
terably determined to puniſh 8in? The Poverty and Ig- 
nominy of the lazy Vagabond; the Diſeaſes of the De- 
bauchee, and the Diſtreſſes of the Spendthrift; are 
theſe leſs manifeſt Signs of divine Diſpleaſure, becauſe 


they are the immediate Effects of an evil Conduct? Are 


they not as certainly the judicial, the penal, as they are 
the natural Conſequences of Vice? _ N 
Let thoſe ee who fear not Judgments, com- 
pare Cauſes and Events. If Indolence, Avarice, and 
Venality; if Pleaſure, Luxury, and Prodigality; if 
Youth without Principles, Tradeſmen without Honeſty, 
and Nobles without Honour ; if theſe are allowed to be 
either provoking Immoralities, or fatal Symptoms: I 
fear the Ruin of England cannot be far of, GOD Al- 
mighty grant, we Miniſters may not accelerate the Fall 
of our Country by neglecting to warn every Man and 
exhort every Man, to receive the Salvation of CHRIST, 
and flee from the Wrath to come. | 


. 


Earth : 
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| Earth—Conſidering theſe Circumſtances, our Wick- - 
ednefs is highly aggravated ; it admits of no Excuſe; 


it exceeds'the abominable Practices of the Heathens. | 
What then can prevent our Ruin! Fre 2 


Will you reply, „We faſt and humble our- 
« ſelves before the LORD. aſk, Do we faſt 
from Sin? Are our Faſt-Days the Beginning of a 
| Goſpel Reformation? When weabftain from our daily 
Bread, do we turn by Faith to FESUS CHRIST ?. 
That, eating his Fleſh, and drinking. his. Blood, be 
may live through him * Eive in Holineſs here, and 
live-in Glory hereafter, by applying his immaculate 
Righteouſneſs to our Souls? —lIf this is the Caſe, we 

may entertain reviving Hopes. The Scripture ſpeaks 
: good Words, and comfortable Words, to ſuch Peo- 
ple; be their Condition ever ſo vile, or their Guilt 
ever ſo great, —But alas] are we not juſt the ſame 
Perſons the Day after our Faſt, as we were before? 
As vain in our Converſation, and as forgetful of 
GOD? As fond of Folly, and as negligent of divine 
Grace? As mad upon our Idols of carnal Gratifica- 
tion, and worldly Gain PI ſo, our Faſts are not 
an acceptable, no, nor a reaſonable Service; but a 
mere Mockery of the Omniſcient Majeſty. May He 
not juſtly uſe that upbraiding Expoſtulation; il. 
Yefleal, and commit Adultery, and fear. falſely, and 
walk after other Gods, ſerving not the LORD JE- 
HOVAH, but divers Luſts and Pleaſures; and then, 
with hypocritical Devotion, ſand before me in this 
Ts which 3 16 called by 8 Name wr ? 


. "PI vi. 57. _ Jer vii, „ 


Perhaps 


1 
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Perhaps you are ready to alledge; “. Our Alms 
& will deliver Us. The Son of Sirach exhorts Us, 
cc to ſhut up Ams in our Stores houſes; and aſſures 
“c us, that they /hall fight for Us againſt our Enemies, 


ce better than a mighty Shield and ſtrong Spear u. And 
When was there a greater Flow of Beneficence 


„ obſervable in our own, or in any Land? What 
„ Sums have been given to the Poor, during this 
< ſevere Seaſon of Cold and Scarcity ! What Hoſ- 
<« pitals of various Sorts, and other charitable Foun- 
e dations, have been ſet on Foot, and are ſupport- 
% ed through the Kingdom!“ Let Us beware, 


Brethren, leſt thoſe very Things, which We look 


upon as our Recommendation, ſhould prove an Of- 
| fence, If our Alms proceed not from Faith in FESUS 

CHRIST, and an unfeigned Zeal for the Glory 
of GOD ; if they are not accompanied with a Spi- 
rit of Love to his Name, and with a Courſe of Obe- 
dience to his Commands : hear, what'the LORD 
himſelf ſays concerning ſuch Works; ſee, what a 
Figure they make in his Sight';' and then judge, 
whether they are likely to be a Security to our 
Land. I hate, J deſpiſe your Feaft-Days, and I will 
not ſmell in your ſolemn Aſſemblies. Though qe offer me 
Burnt-offerings and your Meat-offerings, T will not ac- 


| cept, them; neither will I regard the Peace-offerings 


of your fat Beaſts. Take thou away from me the 
Noiſe of thy Songs; for I will not hear the Melody of 
thy Viol. Hymns of Praiſe, You ſee, are no other 


than a Noiſe in the LORD's Ear; the moſt coſtly 
Services of Religion, are no better than a Smoke in 
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his Noſtrils; unleſs Judgment, and the Love of 
GOD, run down as a River ; unleſs Righteouſneſs, 
and the Faith' of CHRIST, abotind as a mighty: 


Stream *. 


Do You ſtill conceit e that becauſe 
there are many righteous Perſons remaining, they 
will ſtand in the Gap; they will turn away the An- 
ger of the LORD; and be as the Chariots of I/. 
rael, and the Hotſemen of Hrael, to our endangered 
State ?—Hear what a Charge the ſupreme JEHO- 
VAH gave to his Prophet, when the Provocations of 
Ifrael were riſen to a very high Pitch. Pray not Thou 

or this People, neither lift up Cry nor Prayer for them; 
neither make Interceſſions to me: for I will not heat 
| Thee f. Amazing and awful Prohibition ! Yet it 
is repeated again, and again f. G OD's profeſſing 
People may, by their exceſſive Wickedneſs, become 
ſo inſufferably loathſome; that, were the greateſt 
Saints to make Supplication in their Behalf, they 
ſhould not prevail. Though Noah, Daniel, and Fob; 
Men mighty in Prayer, and zealous for the Welfare 
of their Neighbours ! though theſe three Men, (who 
| had each by his ſingle Interceſſion procured Bleſ- 
ſings from Heaven) were uniting their Petitions in 
the Midſt of this profligate Generation; as I live, 
ſaith the LORD GOD, they ſhall A neither 
Sons nor Daughters ; they only ſhall be delivered, but 
the Land ſhall be deſolate |. 


The Land ſpall be deſolate—Doleful Sound! Diſinat 
Decree ! And has it not long ago, been carried in- 


99 N ee 21, 22, 23, 24. + Jer. vii. 16. 
5 Jer. xi. 14. Xiv. 11. 9 Ereb. xiv. 16. 


to 
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to Execution? Was not Jeruſalem. ploughed as a 
Field, and trodden down by the Gentiles? Are not 
the Inhabitants rooted out of their Dwellings, and 
ſcattered to all the Ends of the Earth? While their 
Country is given up, for a Prey and for a Poſſeſſion to 
Strangers, to Infidels, to Turks ? 


Perhaps, You will ſay; The Fes crucified 
« the LORD of Glory, and rejected his Goſpel : 
« Therefore Wrath came upon them to the utter- 
«© moſt.” —And are V Je innocent in this Reſpect? 
Are not We verily, are not we greatly, guilty con- 
cerning this T hing? Is CHRIST received into the 
Hearts of Men with deep Adoration of his Perſon, as 
IMMANUEL GOD with Us? Do they glory and 
delight themſelves in his complete Redemption, as 
finiſhed by the great GOD and our SAVIOUR? Do 
they confide in him alone for their Juſtification as an 
infinite Surety, and as JEHOVAH our Righteouſ- 
neſs? Do they depend on him alone for their Sancti- 
fication, as JESU who faves his People from their 
Sins, and ſanctifies them through his Blood? Da 
they count all Things but Dung for the Excellency 
of CHRIST, and his incomprehenſible Merit?——Alas! 
Is not his Goſpel, though the Light of the World, 
_ diſregarded and deſpiſed ? Is not his Name, though a 
Name above every Name, derided and blaſphemed ? 
Are not the Influences of his eternal SPIRIT, tho? 
the very Life of our Souls, exploded and ridiculed ? 
They who would exalt the SAVIOUR; would make 
every Sheaf bow down to the REDEEMER's ; ; re- 
0 preſenting him as the Alpha and Omega, the Begin- 
ning and the * in th Salvation of Sinners, : 
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thoſe Preachers, thoſe Writers, thoſe Believers, ar 

created as the fooliſh People that dwelt in Sichem *. 

What the Fews did through Ignorance, We, who 
call Ourſelves Chriſtians, Engli/hmen, Proteſtants ; 
We do knowingly, wilfully, and of malicious Wiek- 
edneſs. And if we thus trample upon the Blood; 
which alone can ſcreen Us; if we thus crucify a- 
freſh that FESUS, who is our only Hope; what can 


We look for, but Vengeance and fiery Indignation? 


If We Ourſelves, with our own Hands, demoliſh the 


only Barrier; what can enſue, but an Inundation of. 


Wrath, Tribulation, and Anguiſn? 


Conſider theſe Things, Brethren. The LORD 
enable You to diſcern the Signs of the Times! 
Then you will acknowledge, that We' have Rea- 


ſon to be alarmed; to tremble; to be horribly afraid. 


—Are not theſe Iniquities the Achans, that will af- 
ſuredly bring Diſtreſs and Trouble, if not Deftruc- 


tion, upon our Country? Are riot theſe Iniquities the 


Fonahs, that will awaken the divine Diſpleaſure, and 
deliver up our Veſſel to the ws if not to _ 
wreck? _ 

Is. any One diſpoſed to fay within Himſelf? 
« Though Others may be guilty of theſe flagrant 
„ Iniquities, yet am not 1.” — Remember, my 
Friend, the Prophet 1/aiah. He was, at leaſt, as free 
from theſe flagrant Iniquities as Yourfelf, Yet He 


- laments, and with painful Apprehenſions, the Guilt 


of his Countrymen, as well as his own f. Remem- 
ber King Jeſaß. Though a holy Man and a juſt, He 


rent his Clothes, and ttembled at GOD's oe 


Ecelus. I. 26. + Iſai. vi. 5. 
denouncing 


De Time of Danger. 3. 
denouncing TW * an irreligious Pege 
„ 

Conſider alſo, whedicr You nav noc been an 5. 
—— even where Vou was not the Principal. 
Though you have not joined with the more profli- 
gate Sinners, have you not connived at their Impie- 
ty? Do their Aﬀeonts; offered to the King of Heaven, 
rouſe You. into a becoming Zeal, to vindicate his 
injured Honour? Or, becauſe Tniquity has abounded, 
is not your Love, and ih Love of many, waxed cold t? 
Have not We, alas ] have not Ve been Cowards and 
Traktor; while Others have new PORT Enemies 


: | = Rebelet ©! An RES 4 


' Beſides, E not Nou, have not L Lon ont Al 
contributed, in many, many Inſtances, to ſwell the 
Score of national Proyocations ? Is not every Sin a 
Diſobedience of GO 's moſt holy Command? Is 
not every Sin a Defiance of his uncontroulable Au- 
chority ? Is Hot « evety Sin an Imitation of the Devil? 
Does it not create 4 Kind of Hell in the Heart? 
Muſt it not, therefore, be inconceivably odious to the 
Holy, Holy, Holy LORD GOD of Sabaoth? —If 
ſo, how guilty are the very beſt among us! How has 
every One added to the Load, that dreadful Load, 
vrhich is likely to ſink the Nation in Ruin! Should | 
not every One, therefore, ſmite upon his Breaſt ; and - 
ſay with the Penitent, M bat have I done l And cry 
with the Publican, GOD be merciful to me à Sinner ! 

Will you {till flatter yourſelf, . All theſe Judg- 
< ments may be delayed. They may not come in 
«© my Time,” —I anſwer; If there be any Truth in 
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GOD's Word; if any Conjecture is to be made 
from the A ppearance of Things; theſe Judgments 


ate near. They are at the Door. They are like the 


Ax in the Executioner's Hand, which has been 
poiſed, has received its laſt Elevation, and is now 
falling on the Criminal's Neck. - Vet if theſe ſhould 
de with-held for a Seaſon, will not Sickneſs come 

upon You? Are not many Diſaſters lying in Am- 
buſh to ſeize You? Is not Death ſharpening his 
Arrow; perhaps, fitting it to the String; or even 
aiming at your Life? Is not the Day, the dreadful 
Day approaching, when the Shout of the Arch- 
angel and the Trump of GOD will be heard; when 
the Dead ſhall ariſe, and Heaven and Earth flee 
away? Will not the LORD, the LORD GOD 


Omnipotent quickly come, with thouſands of his Saints; 
io execute Judgment upon all, and to convince all that are 


ungodly of all their ungodly Deeds, which they have un- 
godlily. committed; and of all their, hard e, 
which ungadly Sinners have ſpoken againſt, Him. 
Take then, my dear Heaters, take the a of 
the greateſt of Preachers, and the wiſeſt of Men; 
The Prudent foreſeeth the Evil, and hideth himſelf f. 


Behold! the Rains are deicending, and the Flood 


is coming; haſten like Noah, haſten to your Ark. 


See! the Skies are kindling all around, and the 


Shafts of Vengeance are ready to fly. Make Haſte, 
Oh! make Haſte, and delay not the Time, to get 


into a Hiding-Place,—Let me. found in your Ears 


the Angel's Admonition ; and may the LORD. of 


Angels, may the F ciend of Sinners, convey it to 


* Jude 14, 15. + prov. xxii. 3. 
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your Hearts ! Eſcape for your Lives, let Ye be con- 
ſumed. Leſt the Judgments of GOD, and the 
Wrath of GOD, more to be feared than 4 
Deluge of Waters, more to be feared than a Tor- 
rent of Flames, ſurround You ſuddenly—ſeize You 


unavoidably—and overwhelm You in Ruin, tem- 
poral and eternal. 


O] that I might prevail ! 0 that GOD would 
make you ſenſible of your Peril! O that Man, 
Woman, and Child would aſk ; “ How ſhall I be 
« ſafe in the Day of Viſitation ? Shew me the Ark! 
* Shew me the Refuge! AI ſhould then, with great 
Satisfaction, proceed to anſwer this Enquiry ; and 
point out CARIST to your Souls, as the only Hiding= 
Place, as the ſure Hiding-Place, where you may 
certainly find Safety, But this muſt be the Buſineſs, | 
the pleaſing Buſineſs of my next Diſcourſe, 


Let me beſeech you in the mean Time, to lay 
_ theſe alarming Truths to Heart. Let them impreſs 
your Conſciences ! Let them penetrate your Souls! 
And O thou gracious, thou Almighty LORD GOD, 
do Thou command them to ſink deep into all our 
Minds. That we may, with Ezra thy Prieſt, ſit 
down aſhamed and aſtoniſped *, under a Senſe of our 
manifold Iniquities.— That we may, with thy Ser- 
vant 7b, Abhor Ourſelves, and repent in Duſt and 
Aſhes t. — That we may, in the Words, and with the 
Compunction of thy Prophet, cry out; Moe is me 
for Tam undone : Becauſe I am a Man of unclean Lips; 


and I dwell in the Midft of a People of unclean Lips f. 
by Ban i ix. 3. + Job xlii. 6. Lai. vi. . 
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H E B. Xl. 28. 


Through Faith He kept the Pa over, _ the 


Sprinkling of Blood, left He that deftroyed 


the N born, ould touch "How: 


E have been 9 the Davger of 


our Nation, occaſioned by the Sin of 
its Inhabitants —by the Fudgments of 
G OD, denounced againſt ſuch Sinners—by the 
certain Execution of his righteous Threatnings, 
unleſs We fly to the appointed Refuge, — 
When ſuch is the State of a Nation, it is high 


Time for the Watchmen on her Walls, to life 


up their Voice, Not indeed to ſpread vain Ter- 
rors, but to. give Notice of the approaching 


Evil. To warn the Unwary; to call in the Strag- 


glers; and urge every One to retire into a Place of 
. 
Having, in the preceding Diſcourſe, attempted to 


_ diſcharge this Office; I ſhall now, Brethren, as in 


the Preſence of the ein GOD, aſk— Have We 


3 been 
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been attentive to theſe Things ? Are We alarmed 5 
with a Senſe of our Guilt and our Peril? Have We, 
with the Prophet {/azah, lamented our own, and 
the Sins of our People ?—If fo, We ſhall highly 
prize, We ſhall ardently deſire, the ſame Conſola- 
tion, and the ſame Relief which the GOP of in- 
finitely free Goodneſs vouchſafed to his Servant. 
Then flew one of the Seraphims unto me, having a live 
Coal in his Hand, which He had taken from off the Al- 
tar, and He laid it upon my Mouth. An Action, 
which repreſents the very Thing, ſignified in the 
Text, by the Sprinkling of Blood“. 


The Altar typified CHRIST; who is noch the 
| Sacrifice that makes the Atonement; and the Altar, 
"that ſanctiſies the Gift,—The live Coal ſeems to be- 
token the Word of Grace, and the Word of Life; 
which brings the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, and 
teſtifies of the bleeding FE SUS. —Laying this upon the | 
Month, very ſignificantly denotes the Application. of 
CHRIST and his great berge When this is 
done, under the Influence of the SPIRIT, and by 
Means of Faith, then Iniguity is taken away, and Sin 
purged; taken away from the Sight of GOD, and 
purged from the Sinner's Conſcience, Guilt is 
aboliſhed ; Fear ceaſes—But this leads Us to our 
ſecond Particular, 


Il, The Method of Security from Danger, effected 
by lecping the Paſo over, and Pprinbling the Bload. 


Moſes was appriſed of a dreadful Vengeance, to 


| 4 te inflicted on Egypt, The moſt dreadful, that ever 


* 10 vi. 7: 
Way 
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ns known, ſince the Beginning of their Nation. 


80 dreadful, that it would make every Ear tingle, 
and every Heart bleed. The deſtroying Angel was 


. to-paſs through all the Territories of Pharaoh, and 
fmite every Firſt-born, both of Man and Beaſt. 80 
that, before the Morning, there ſhould be Heaps of 
Slain in the Cities, the Villages, the Fields. Not a 
Houſe exempt;z. not a Family ſpared z not a Han 
not a Flock, free from the fatal Calamity. lt 


V1. ſes feared the Blow. He feared, as the Text 
intimates, the leaſt Touch of the divine Executioner's 
Sword. Knowing, that it would cruſh Him and his 

People, as a Moth is cruſhed by the falling Mill- 

ſtone. He is therefore greatly ſolicitous to provide 

for their Welfare. But what Expedient ſhall He 


uſe ?—Shall He give them Orders to eloſe their 


Windows and bar their Doors; to erect Fortifica< 
tions, and ſtand upon their Defence? Alas! before 

an inviſible Hand,. armed with the Vengeance of 
Heaven, all ſuch Precautions would have been as a 
Spark before the Whirlwind.—Shall He afſemble 
the Warriors, or detach Parties of Soldiers, to patrole 
the Streets, and guard the Houſes? Vanity of Vani- 
ties! The Sword of the avenging Angel would 


pierce through Legions and Legions of ſuch Guards, 


as Lightning penetrates the yielding Air,— 
Shall the whole Congregation bend their Knees; 
with ſolemn Confeſſion of their Sins, and ſincere 


Reſolutions of future Amendment? This was 
highly neceſſary to be done, but extremely i improper 


to be relied on. It would have been relying on a 
broken Reed, and deſpiſing the Ordinance of the 
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The LORD himſelf appoints a Method of Pre- 
ſervation. Moſes is directed to ſlay a Lamb. Each 
Family in  {/rael is to do the ſame. Having received 
the Blood into a Baſon, they are to ſprinkle it, not 
on the Threſhold, but on the Lintel and Side-Poſts 
of their Doors. This ſhall be a Sign to the deſtroy- 
ing Angel. Looking upon this Sign, He will paſs 
over the Houſe; will ſtrike no Blow, and execute 
no Vengeance, mckrecever Heſees the Blood ſprink- 
led. —All this, in Purſuance of the divine Direction, 
being performed ; with Faith and Tranquility, they | 
wait the Event. 


You will ſay, perhaps; What is all this to Us? 
J anſwer; It is a Pattern for our Imitation. —Are 
We then to do the very ſame Thing ?—We are to 
do, what their Practice typified. The Shadow was 
theirs, the Subſtance is ours. The Blood of the 
Lamb typified the Blood of CHRIST; who is the 
LAMB of GOD, lain for the Sins of the World. —- 
By the Blood of CHRIST is frequently ſignified, 
in Scripture, the whole * Merit of his Life and 


Death, 


Being ju 76 Ey Bis Blood, Rom. v. 9. That! is; 
being pardoned, being made righteous, and Heirs of 
all ſpiritual Bleflin . hou haft redeemed us 10 GOD by 
thy Blood, Rev. v. 9. That is; Thou haſt delivered Us 
from all Sin and all Wrath: Thou haſt reconciled Us 

to the Almighty MAJESTY, and introduced us into his- 
bliſsful Preſence.— Theſe Bleſſings, aſcribed to our 
LORD 's Blood, are confeſſedly the Fruit, not barely of 
his Sufferings, but of his whole Humiliation, Obedience, 
and Death. Therefore in a very valuable Dictionary of 
the moſt valuable Words and Phraſes, We have this 

a Explication 


8 i 
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Death, of his Actions and Sufferings, of his Trials 
and Graces. Which ſatisfied GO D's Juſtice, and 
-magnified G OD's Law. Which made Propitiation 
for Iniquity, and brought in an everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs.—Well does the Apoſtle call it precious Blood, 
Unſpeakably precious are its Effects. It appeaſes 
the Wrath of GOD, revealed from Heaven; and 
makes Peace hetween the Offended CREATOR, and 
the offending Creature. Sprinkled on the Conſcience, 
it takes away all Guilt, and ſecures from all Ven- 
geance.— This, therefore, my Brethren, this Blood 
is our Security. This is to our Souls, what the . 
Blood of the Paſchal Lamb was to the frazlitih Fa 
milies. The name of the LORD, the Grace. and 
Goodneſs of GOD, manifeſted in the Death and 
Obedience of CHRIST, is a ſtrong Tower ; not only 
the righteous Perſon, but the diſtreſſed Creature, 
and the endangered Sinner, n into it, and is 


Jofe'®. 


Since this is a Point of the utmoſt Tainan it 
cannot be too clearly diſplayed, or too ſtrongly eſta- 
bliſhed. For this Purpoſe, the Scripture gives Us ſe- 
veral moſt amiable and inſtructive Views of CHRIST, 
as our Refuge and Safety.—He is called a Hiding- 
Place +. To a Hiding-Place People retreat, and are 
ſecure from their Enemies ; even from thoſe cruel 


Enemies, that ſeek their Deſtruction. Thus the 
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Explication of the Blood of the LAM. B; The Sacrifice 

« of CHRIST's Death, together with his perfect Righte- 1 
Zouſneſs and Holineſs imputed. See Wilfon's a 1 
Did. \. 


Prov. xviii. 10. + ſi. l. 2. 


Prophets, 
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Prophets, whom Obadiah hid by fifty in a Cave, were 
ſecure from Abab's Tyranny, and Fezebel's Perſecu- 


tion. So, the Soul that flies to CHRIST; that takes 


Sanctuary under the Blood of Sprinkling; is ſecure 
from the moſt formidable of all Enemies. Is ſecure 
from all the Wrath due to Sin; and from every Ac- 
cuſation, which Satan can bring. To ſuch a Per- 


ſon ſhall be fulfilled, what is ſpoken by the Prophet 


Jeremiah; When the Iniguity of Iſrael ſhall be ſought 
for, there ſhall be none; and the Dive of Judah, they 
ſhall not be found. » 


CHRIST is ftyled a Covert Soi the Tempeſt 4 


an, ſays IJſaiab, that is, the GOD-Man CHRIST 


FESUS, ſhall be as an Hiding-Place from the Mind, 


and a Covert from the Tempe + When the Thun- 
. ders roar, and the Lightnings flaſh; when the Clouds 


r down Water, afid a horrid Storm comes on'; 
all, that are in the open Air, retire under the Reanetics ; 
of a thick Tree, or fly to ſome other commodious 


Shelter. What Storm can be ſo dreadful, as the 


righteous Vengeance of GOD, poured-out upon a 


ſinful Nation? What Storm can be ſo dreadful, as 


the eternal Vengeance of GOD, poured out upon 
a ſinful Soul? To both theſe We are expoſed ; to 
both theſe We are juſtly liable. But CHRIS T's 
Blood and Righteouſneſs are a Covert, Hither We 

may fly, and be ſcreened ; hither We may fly, and 
be ſafe. Safe as was Maß, when he entered the 
Ark; and GO 's own Hand cloſed the Door, and 
G Ob's own Eye guided its Motions. For there is 


rm 


* Jer. To 20, ; | \ Iſai. xxxii. 2. ; 


#0. 
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10 Condemnation, of any Kind, or from any Quarters 
' 20 them that are in CHRIST JESUS“. 


CHRIST is compared to a Strong: Hold. Turn 
Ye to the Strong- Hold, ſays the Prophet Zechariah +. 


When Soldiers fly from a victorious Army, being ad- 


mitted into an impregnable Caſtle, they are beyond 
the Reach of Danger. They give their Fears to the 
Wind, and repoſe themſelves in Tranquillity. 
When Sinners fly by Faith to the dying FESUS, they 
alſo, from thenceforth, are in a Tower of Salvation F. 


They may ſay, each One for Himſelf; “ Soul, take 


* thine Eaſe, All thy Guilt is laid upon thy LORD, 
cc and puniſhed in thy Surety, The flaming Sword 
« of Tiftice i is returned to the Sheath, having re- 


ce ceived full Satisfaction from the Sufferings of 


4 CHRIST. The Curſe of a violated Law is no 
& more, having been executed to the utmoſt, upon 
et the Perſon of my REDEEMER. Nay, its Curſe 
4 is turned into a Bleſſing. For, CHRIS T has re- 

„ deemed us from the Curſe of the Law, that the Bleſſing 
60 ＋ Abraham might come upon Us Gentiles ||. Even 
„ the Bleſſing of perfect Reconciliation. and ever- 


e laſting. Friendſhip, with GO moſt high,” 


This leads me to mention another beautiful Com- 


pariſon, which repreſents CHRIS T, not only as the 
Cauſe of Safety, but as the Source of Conſolation. 
He ſhall be as Rivers of Water in à dry Place, and 
as the Shadow of a great Rack in a weary Land 9. 


In a dry Place, burnt up for want of Moiſture, 


nothing is ſo deſirable, OE" ſo refreſſling, as Wa- 


* 


* Rom. viii. 1. 1 Zech. ix. 12. t 2 Sam. xxii. 51, 


Gal. iii. 13, 14. 9 Iſai. xxxii. 2. 


ter. 
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44 The Means of Safety. 
ter. To the poor finful Soul, of whoſe Condition 

the parched Ground is a fit Reſemblance, CHRIST 

ſhall be, not barely as the Morning Dew, not barely 

as the tranſient Shower, but as a River; yea, as Ri- 
vers of Water, that flow in copious and never-failing 
Streams through the thirſty Soil. Making even the 
ſandy Deſert green with Herbage, and. gay with 
Flowers.—In a ſultry Clime, where the Sun pours 
inſufferable Heat, and all Things languiſh under 
the glaring Rays, nothing is ſo chearing to the La- 
bourer, nothing ſo welcome to the Traveller, as a 
cool and gloomy Shade. A poor Soul, aſſaulted by 
the fiery Darts of Satan, and diſtreſſed with the Re- 
membrance of former Iniquities, is this ſultry Clime 
or weary Land. But CHRIST and his Atonement 
are, not barely as the Boughs of an Oak, which ex- 
tend their Coolneſs to a ſmall Diſtance; not barely 
as the Canopy of an Alcove, through which much 
of the glowing Influence penetrates; but like the 
Shadow of a Rock, a great Rock. Which projects 
the friendly Shade, over many a League; which 
has repelled and excluded the Sun, through. all 
preceding Ages; and gives you, as it were, © the 
« Cold of Snow amidſt the Heat of Harveſt *.“ 
Here then, Brethren, is our Security amidſt all 
Peril. The Blood, the Righteouſneſs, the infinitely - 
glorious Perſon of CHRIST. Theſe are our 
Hiding-Place—theſe are our Covert—theſe are our 
Strong-Hold. And, (bleſſed be GOD!) the Doors 
Rand wide open. They are never ſhut, Night nor 
Day. The Acceſs is free for any; free for all; free 


* Prov. xxv. 13. 


for 
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for the greateſt Sinners. We are not only allowed, 
but We are invited; nay, We are commanded, 
to approach; to enter; to enjoy the — 
Or, as the Words of che Text hn it, to * 
the Blood on our Souls. | 


Sprinkle the Blood on our Souls ! You will pro- 
bably ſay, © What does this ſignify? What was 
« done by Moſes, when he ſprinkled the viſible | 
Blood, we eaſily apprehend. But how can 
ce We ſprinkle the Blood of CHRIST, which We 
cc never ſaw? The Blood of CHRIST, whom the 
“Heavens have receifed ?”—This is one of thoſe 
Myſteries, - which the natural Man underſtandeth 
not. He can form no Notion-of it. It is Fooliſh». 
neſs to his Apprehenſion, Therefore may the. 


eternal SPIRIT, both teach us to underſtand the | 
Doctrine, and enable us to practiſe the Duty] 4 


To ſprinkle the Blood of CHRIST, js, truly to 
believe in CHRIST; in his infinite Atonement, and 
everlaſting ' Righteouſneſs, It is, to receive theſe 
Bleflings, as GOD's free Gift to Men; to Sin- 


ners; to Ourſelves in particular. And, having re- 
ceived; to make continual Uſe of them, in every 
Time of Trial, for every Occaſion of Need. 


Perhaps, this Doctrine may become clearer, if we 
illuſtrate it by an Example, A remarkable Exam- 
ple we have, in the Practice of David. After the 


Commiſſion of his grievous Crimes, He did, in a 
very eminent Manner, ſprinkle the Blood. For He 


ſaid unto the LORD, Thou ſbalt purge me with 
Hyſſop, (the Infirument of ſprinkling the typical 


Blood) and I ſhall be clean, Thou ſhalt waſh me 


in the Fountain opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs, and 
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A hall be whiter than Snow *. This Fountain He 
| looked upon, as open for his Sins; and fully ſuf- 
ficient to cleanſe Him from all his Filthineſs-. 80 


that he ſhould be as free from Spot, before the righ- 


teous Judge, as the Snow on. Salmon was free from 


Stain.— Had He ſaid within Himſelf; “ My Crimes 


« are too great, for this Blood to expiate. Or, 


64 this Blood cannot be ſhed, for ſo vile an Offender 


60 as Lam.“ He would then have put the Atone- 


ment far from Him, together with all. its expiating 


Virtue, This would have been, not to apply, but 
to throw away the Blood: Not to ſprinkle it upon 


| the Soul, but to pour it upon the Ground. 


Come then, Brethren ; come, Fellow-ſinners; 


let Us alſo, in this Day of Fear and Danger, look 


unto CHRIST as dying that we may live; as made 
Sin, that we may be made the Righteouſneſs of GOD 


in Him; as made a Curſe, that we may inherit eter- 


nal Bleſſedneſs Let Us look unto Jeſus, as tak 
ing our Nature, and ſtanding in our Stead. | Be- 


hold Him, apprehended as a Thief 3. ignominiouſiy 
bound ; and marked with the Laſhes of the Scourge, 
Behold Him, crowned with Thorns ; his Hair clot-. 


ted, his Face diſcoloured, his. Breaſt and Shoulders 


all bedewed, with his own moſt innocent Blood. 
Behold him, nailed to the Croſs; hanging, in the 
moſt racking Poſture, till all his Bones are out of 


joint; hanging amidſt Malefactors, forſaken of 


GOD, of Angels, and Men. Behold Him, bow- 


ing his Head in Death, and ſtabbed to the Heart with 
the Exeeutioner's Spear.— Thus behold Him, and 
ey; « Verily this Sufferer was the SON of Ss 


FT. Pal. li, 7. 


6c and 


19 4A "i — * So * * 
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4 and LORD of Glory. Verily, theſe Sufferings 
« were the Puniſhment due to my Sins. In all this 


<« extreme: Anguiſh, He bore -my Griefs, and car- 


er ried ny Sorrows. © He was oppreſſed, and He 
cc was afflicted ; becauſe I had done amiſs and dealt 
ce wickedly, He was cut off out of the Land of the 
„ Living, that He might make his Soul an Offering 


for uo Sins, and obtain eternal, Nee for. | 


ce me.“ | 
Thus behold the blefſed JESUS. Thus, MEE 
behold the LORD your Righteouſneſs. With this. 


Look of Application ; with this appropriating F aith. 
Be verily perſuaded, that You ſball find Mercy be 8 


fore a holy GOD; not becauſe. You have any. 
Weorthineſs, but becauſe CHRIST has incomparas. 


ble Merit: That you ſhall never come into Con- 


demnation, not becauſe you have faſted and prayed, 
but becauſe CHRIST is your great Propitiation. Be 
perſuaded, that G OD has given his 8 ON for you: 
that GOD gives his SON to you; and together with 
Him eternal Life.—Be perſuaded of all this, upon 
the beſt of Foundations, the infallible Word of GOD. 

Who has declared, that CAR IST died for the Lu- 


. godly *, and by his Obedience Sinners are made righ- 
teous +; that CHRIST was wounded on the Croſs, 
and intercedes in Heaven for Tranſgreſſirs tg; that 
He received ſpiritual Gifts, and divine Bleſſings, 
even for the Rebellious$.—- The LORD GOD om- . 
nipotent, the Author and Finiſher of Faith, enable 
you thus to believe! On the groun of his oo 


$ Pſal. Ixviii. 18. 
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. "OI of Safety. 


moſt ſure Word, thus to believe! Then you keep 
the Chriſtian Paſſover. Then you ſprinkle the Blood 
of CHRIST. Then you may boldly. ſay, under 


his Shadow we ſhall be ſa 3 reminds * * 
the third Particular, namely, 


III. The Succeſs of this Method, denoted by the 
Deſtroyer not ſo much as touching them.— Let He 
that deſtroyed the Firſi-born ſbould touch them. — What a, 
beautiful Antitheſis! The Egyptian Firſt born were 
wounded; were mortally wounded; were abſolutely 
deſtroyed. The Hraelites were not hurt; nor en- 
dangered ! No, nor ſo much as touched. 86 ſure and 


complete a Defence was this Blood of Sprinkling !— 


Nothing elſe could have yielded any Protection; this » 
afforded perf? Security. When this was forink- | 
led on their Door-Poſts, they had no Need to be 
afraid for the Terror by Night, nor for the Arrow 


that flieth by Day: for the Peſtilence that walketh in 
Darkneſs, nor for the De 2 1 en at Noon 1 


e 


And is not the Hidiog-Plate, the 3 the” 
Strong-Hold, provided for Us in the Blood and Righte- | 


ouſneſs of CHRIST, an equal Security? Do they not 


yield abſolute, perfect, conſummate Safety? No- 


thing elſe could adminiſter the leaſt Hope to the 


chiefeſt Apoſtle ; this opens an inviolable Sanctu- 


ary even for the greateſt of Sinners. None ever 


periſhed who laid their Help upon CHRIST. He 


ſaves—He faves to the utter maſi.— He ſaves, not a 


few only, but A- All that com? unte GOD through 
Him +. Is our Danger great? Our Security i is greater. 


* ,Pſal. xci. 5, 6. | + Heb. vii, 25. 


In 


Nen of Safety. , 


In Mort, our Refuge and Seeurity are the greateſt 


that can be wiſhed, that can be ĩmagined, that GD 


| himſelf could provide. hearing, charming, ra- 
viſhing Truth ! Suffer Me to enlarge upon it, Bre- 


thren. Let your Attention hang on the glad Ti- 


dings. May your Hearts imbibe the PRI: 
Doctrine | 


Were You vant by an . Enemy; . 
would think Yourſelvesſufficiently- ſafe, if Vou could 
ſteal away, and hide Vourſelves in one of the deep- 
eſt Caves in America; with a vaſt Tract of un- 
known Land, and all the Waters of the vaſter 
Ocean, between your Perſons and the Purſuer. 


cleanſing, atoning Efficacy, of this Blood of Sprink- 
ling. By which Unrighteouſneſſes are 3 — 5 
Sins are covered; and Iniquities done A 
though they had never been. 5 


Were Vou overtaken by a violent Storm * l 


or of Rain; if you ſought Shelter under a Covert, 


that was firmer than Boards of Cedar; harder than 
Slabs of Marble; thicker than the Robſd of all the 
Houſes e You would reckon Yourſelves ſe- 


cure, from Fortents of Rain, or from Vollies of Hail. 


Much more ſecure will Vou be from everlaſting 
Wrath; ſecure; even when The LORD all rain 


Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, Storm and Tempeſt * 


provided, Lou are found under the Covert of 
CHRIST's magnificent and meritorious Righteouſ- 
neſs. By Virtue of which, all that believe, are juſtified 
1 fay not, from a few Millions, or a few Thou- 


: | * Pſal. xi. 6. TY 
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50 3 be Means of Sufely. 
ſands of Millions, but From all Py pro- 
voking, criminal Things x. b 


| Should You be purſued by a conquering Foe, 
[1 determined to cut you in Pieces; if You turned into 
2 aſtle, whoſe Walls where ſtronger than Braſs, 
= 1. -. ftronger than Adamant, ftronger than all the Rocks 
' in the World; You might laugh at the Attempts of 
a vour Enemy. You are free from the Power of the 
Sword. So free are You, and abundantly more 
free from Danger, when You fly to the Strong- 
Hold of CHRI& T's Death and Atonement. The 
Souls that abide in CHRIST, they ſhall dwell on higb; 
beyond the Rage of the old Serpent, and the great 
Dragon. Their Place of Defence ſhall be the Munitions 
of Rocks +; againſt which all the Aſſaults of Earth 
and Hell, ſhall never be able to prevail. They may 
ſay, with the triumphant Apoſtle ; How much more 
ſhall We, who receive Abundance of Grace, and of the 
Gift of Righteouſneſs, be delivered from Ruin, and 
reign m Life by CHRIST JESUS |? 


And will you not prize ſuch a Strong-Hold? | 
Shall not ſuch a Covert be dear to your guilty 2M 
Souls? Will you not ſet an exceeding great 
Value upon ſuch an Hiding-Place? Eſpecially, when 

the Storm is gathering, and threatning all around. 
When Days of Deſolation and Perplexity are coming 
upon the World. And Judgments, inflicted by Men, 
may tranſmit Us to the everlaſting Judgment of GOD. 
— How did 1/rael bleſs and adore their moſt merciful. 
JEHOVAH, for granting them ſuch an effectual 

Means of Preſervation, as the Blood of the Paſchal 


Adds xiii. 39. + Iſai, xxxiii. 16. || Rom. v. 17. 
3 | Lamb 


The Means * gaga: I 
| Lamb! And ſhall We not bleſs and adore; the ſame 


moſt gracious JEHOVAH, for granting Us a Means 
of Preſervation, 5 as > clieQiual, and] d Incomps- 
fably more wonderful? 75 reg 


If You ſhould ſay; be How does | it  appraty, that 
« the Blood of CHRIST is ſuch a Security? So 
c great; ſo wonderful; ſo matchleſs N it 
is the Blood of HIM, . is J EHOV AH's Zellow *; 
of HIM, who is GOD over all bleſſed for ever 1 
of HIM, in whom dwells all the Fulneſs of the GOD. 


HEAD bodily . Permit me, Brethren, to clear uß 


and eſtabliſh this Doctrine. As it is a Doctrine of 


the laſt Importance. On which the very Strength of 
our Salvation is built; and ſrom which the Felaeſ 


of our Conſolation flows. 3 


There are in CHRIST, in his one de Pers 
fon, two-diſtin& Natures, One Nature is eternal, 
infinite, almighty. | Which is called by the ed 
The Form of God ||. The other Nature had a Begin- 
ning; is limited as to Extent; and limited as to 
Power. This is termed by the Apoſtle, The Sead of 


Abraham F. As G OD, He is ſubject to no Au- 
thority, and infinitely ſuperior to all Poſſibility of 
Suffering. To become capable of obeying, ſuffering, 


and dying; He humbled Himſelf, and was found 
in Faſhion as a Man. That by obeying, ſuffering, 
and dying in human Fleſh, he might triumph over 
Sin and Satan, in that very Nature, which Satan had 
overcome, and Sin had ruined... That, by accompliſſi- | 
ing all this in the Room and Stead of his People, 
He might bring many Sons unto Glory; not with-. 


* Zech, xili.7. # Rom. ix. 2 + Coli, 9. 
1 Phil. ii. 6. 9 Heb. ii. 16. . 
E 2 ; | out 
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- m4 - The Mun if Saftly | 
= 6ut à full Sat sfaction, to the Rights of injured 5 
nl Juſtice, and to the Demands of a violated Law, | 


. | JES CHRIST then, in his divine Nature, i is the 
| maoſt high GOD. The Heaven of Heavens is the 
Auguſt Palace, and Royal Reſidence, of this bleſ- 
ſed and only Potentate. Thouſand Thouſands mini- 
ſter unto him, and ten thouſand Times ten Thouſand 
Rand before Him. The Church militant rely on 
Him; the Church triumphant adore Him; while all 
the Hoſts of Angels pay Homage to him. —7 SUS 
CHRIST, in his divine Nature, is the majeſtic 

and the moſt adorable I AM. Self-exiſtent and in- 
dependent. All Worlds, and all Beings, are derived 
4 Shallyfrom Him, and depend continually upon Him. 
He made the Warlds, and upholdeth all Things *. 
View the Beauty, the Magnificence, the Harmony, 
obſervable in Heaven, on Earth, through the Uni- 
verſe. All is intended, like the Miracle wrought at 
Cana of: Galilee, to manifeſt his Glory +. To tell 
every One, who has Eyes to fee, and a Heart to 
underſtand, how great our SAVIOUR is; how 
ſublime his Majeſty, and how marvellous his Per- 
ſection. All Things, ſays the SPIRIT of Infpi- 
ration, were created by Him, and for Him . Judge 
then, whether the Obedience and Atonement of fuch 
a REDEEMER, are not ſufficient to ſecure, per- 
fectly to ſecure any Sinner; every Sinner; all Sin- 
ners that fly by Faith under his Wings. As per- 
fectly ſufficient they are, for this bleſſed Purpoſe, as 
the unmeaſurable Circuit of the Skies, is roomy 
enough for a Lark to fly in; or as the immenſe 


Heb. i. 2, 3. + John ii. 11. ©þ2 Col. i 16. 
\ 9 | Bright- 
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Brightneſs of the Sun, is lightſome enough for a La- 


6 


bourer to work by. | 

Behold, now, the Dignity and Excellency of this 
Blood, which is your Covert, your Hiding: Place, 
your Strong-Hold. It has all the Power and Effi- 


cacy, that every divine Perfection can give it. It is 


the Blood and Righteouſneſs of HIM, who is eter- 
nal, incomprehenſible, and exalted above all Bleſſing 


and Praiſe. Surely then nothing can bear any Pro- 


portion to it. Guilt, all Guilt, though ever ſo exe- 
crable and horrid, compared with the Grandeur and 


Riches of this invaluable Blood *, is as a Gloπũ- 


5 | ou 
St. Chry/e/tom's Explanation of a Verſe lately quoted, 


| is ſo important in itſelf, and ſo appoſite to our Purpoſe; 


exhibits ſuch a magnificent and delightful Diſplay of 20. 


Salvation which is in CHRIST JESUS; that I promiſe 


myſelf, the Reader will allow me to preſent Him with'a 


Tranſlation. How much more ſhall they, who receive 


Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, reign 


in Life by One CHRIST JESUS! Ouz tre eiu Xapuy, 


&c. *©* The Apoſtle fays not, Grace, but, Abundance of 


* Grace. For, We receive, not barely what may ſuffice 


«© to obtain our Pardon, but incomparably more. We 
«c are delivered from all Puniſhment, and from every 
«Evil, We are juſtified ; We are ſanctifed; made the 
«© Children of GOD, and'the-Brethren of his only begot- 


* ten SON. We are conſtituted Heirs, joint Heirs 
e with the PRINCE of Heaven. Yea, We become the 
«« Members of his Body; moſt intimately and indiſſolubly , 


« united to that divine Head. | 
„ All theſe Privileges; St. Paul ſtyles The Abundance 


%% Grace. Intimating, that the Antidote is not only 


60 euere to counter. act and expel the Poiſon ; but ĩs 
6 


overeign alſo to eſtabliſh Health, to create Beauty, 
% to impart Honour, and, from the moſt malignant of 
all. Evils, to produce the molt diſtinguiſhed Hleſſings. 


«© Any one of which, ſeparately conſidered, would have 
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worm before the Sun. All Manner of Sins and 
Blaſphemies are blotted out by ſuch an Expiation, 


of 


ce 
6 


the Shades of Night are aboliſhed by the Light 
Day. Every Sinner waſhad in his Blood, muſt 


been ſufficient to overcome and diſarm Death. But 
under their combined Influence, it is abſolutely de- 


«© ſtroyed.; it vaniſhes entirely away, and leaves not fo 
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and an infinite Righteouſneſs, whatever Guilt You have 


much as a Trace of Miſchief, or a Shadow of Terror. 


„Let Us ſuppoſe ſome poor Debtor, owing a con- 


fiderable Sum ; and, for Want of Payment, caſt into 
Priſon. A generous Friend, pitying his Condition, 
diſcharges the whole Debt, and releaſes him from 
Confinement. And not this only, but beſtows upon 


Him ſplendid Apparel, with thouſands of Silver and 


Gold : introduces Him to Court, and recommends 


Him to the royal Favour ; procures his Advancement 


to the higheſt Honours, and puts Him in Poſſeſſion of 
the grandeſt Preferments. Where now is the Diſgrace 


of his Impriſonment, and where are the Diſtreſſes of 


his inſolvent State ? 


«« Such is the Caſe with regard to us Sinners, and 
our moſt gracious REDEEMER. He has paid incon- 


ceiyably more, than we either did or could poſſibly 


owe. Being GOD, the true GOD, the infinite and 
eternal GOD, his Payment exceeds our Debt, as 


much as the Waters of the great Deep exceed the 
ſmall Drop of a Bucket. Doubt not, therefore, poor 
Sinner, that flieth for Refuge to this all-glorious SA- 
VIOQUR ; doubt not, but thy Sins, though more viru- 
lent than all Plagues, are done away; and Death, 
though He be the King of. Terrors, is aboliſhed. 


This aboliſhed, and thoſe done away, before ſuch an 
Ocean of Grace and Merit; even as a Spark of Fire 
is extinguiſhed, when plunged into the Abyſſes of the, 


Sea.” For indeed, compared with a diving Perſon 


_ contracted, whatever Thing You can name, is, as our 
+ devout Orator ſpeaks, gar purge po; mikayes anmpoy, 
Wo more than a ſcanty Drop, compared with the boundleſs 


Ocean. Vid. Chryſoſt. in loc. 
f e 


be 


— 
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be whiter than the unſullied Wool, whiter than the 
Virgin Snows. Every Sinner, clothed in this 


| Righteouſneſs, muſt be unblameable and unreprove- 
K 8 even before the Eye of Omniſcience itſelf. 


For this, therefore, bleſs the LORD, O my 
Soul; and all that is within me, bleſs his holy Name. 
: Bleſs the LORD, O my Brethren; and let every 
Thing that hath a Being, praiſe bis unutterable 
Grace, For behold! GOD is our Salvation. GOD 
Himſelf is made Fleſh, and become our Sacrifice, 
our Sin-Offering, our juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 


Therefore will we truſt, and not be afraid* ; truſt in 
this infinitely ſufficient SAVIOUR; and not be | 


afraid of Death or Hell, of any "Edemy or any 
Evil. — But this leads me to apply che Whole. 
n I ſhall do by Way of 


Examination, 8 
Direction, 
Exhortation, 
Conſolation. 


1. By Way of 8 | Examine hour cu 
ſelves, ſays the Apoſtle +. Have You kept the Paſſ- 
over ? Have You ſprinkled the Blood !/—Many, per- 
_haps, will be ready. to anſwer ; We have.” — 
But, beware, my Friends, leſt ye deceive your own 

Souls. Let me give You a Touchſtone, whereby 
'You may try your Spirit, and pronoutice aright 
Concerning your State, 


Have You been convinced of your 4 Sinful- 
; meſs ? #.., OF, your ſinful Nature : and 1 ſinful Prac- 


a 24 . tice? 
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tice Have You been made ſenſible, that Hell,, the 


deepeſt Hell, is your deſerved Portion? Is what you 


deſerve for any Tranſgreſſion — for every Tranſgreſ- 


ſion—how mnch more for the many Thouſands. 


how much more for the many Millions how much 
more for the numberleſs Multitude of your Provo- 


cations ? If you have never been convinced of theſe 


moſt alarming, but certain Truths; if Vou have 
never been touched with a Senſe of your extreme 
Guilt, and undone State; I fear, You are ſettled 


upon your Lees. Vou are in the dead Sleep of Sin. 


You are not ſo much as awakened; much leſs 8 
Vou applied CHRIST. | 


Again; have you been ade; to * that ne 


ut CHRIST and his precious Blood, nothing but 
CHRIST, and his divine Righteouſneſs, can be your 


Security from Vengeance? Have you been convinced, 

that Thouſands of Rams, and ten'' Thouſands of Ri- 
vers of Oil, could never expiate the leaſt of your Ini- 
quities? That no Tears, no Confeſſions, no Amend- 
ment, nothing but the Sacrifice of the Body of 
CHRIST, can make your Peace with GOD } If 


you have not been taught the abſolute Inſufficiency 


of every Remedy, fave only the meritorious Suffer- 


ings of FESUS CHRIST; You have not ſeen Him, 


neither known Him, Much leſs is his Blood inked 


upon your Conſcience. 
Once more; have Vou a ſupreme, matches E. 
teem for C HRIST? Is CHRIST and his great Salva- 


tion the Thing that You long for! ? Is He to your 
Souls the Pearl of great Price? Do you account all 


Things but Loſs, that you may win CHRIST, and 7 


be dad in Him? If this is not the State of your 
2 Soul, 
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2 Soul, I. dare not flatter you with vain Haves 1 
muſt not buoy Vou up with, ungrounded Imagina- 
tions. You are not, as yet, in your Hiding-Place. 
Neither haye you fled to your Strong - Hold. All the 
Curſes of the divine Law ſtand charged and pointed 
full againſt You. Lou have no Security from being 
hurt by the firſt Death, nor from being irrecoyerabiy 
ruined by the ſecond, Death. If Judgments, ſhould 


| "come upon ſinful and backfliding People, You 


have no Defence. There is no Wall of F ire around 
Vou. Lou muſt therefore expect to fall among 
thoſe that fall; and, falling by the Sword, and 
immediately drop into Hell. ü : 
Can ' You hear this and be „ n 
Vou liſten to this Warning, more awful than the 
Voice of ten thouſand Thunders, and not ſtart from 
your Inſenſibility ? Are Vou not looking around, and 
ready to cry out; What then ſhall I do, to be 
„ ſafe in the Day of Evil?“ -O! that this Inquiry 
came from the very Bottom of your Hearts. I ſhould 
then proceed with great Chearfulneſs, to 


2. A.Word of Direction. — Fly to CHR IST, a- 


larmed Sinners. Come under the Covert of his 


Blood. Appropriate the bleſſed FESUS ; look upon 
Him and his Merit as your own. Thus ſprinkle his 
Blood. 'Sprinkle it upon your Lintel and 'Door- 
Poſts ; upon all-You are, upon all You have, and 
all You-do. Upon your Conſciences, that they may 
be purged; upon Your Souls, that they may be 
ſanctified; upon Your Works, that they may be ac- 
cepted. Say, every One for Himſelf; „ I am a 
* poor, guilty, helpleſs Creature. But i in JESUS 
* CHRIST, who is full of Grace and Truth, I have 
135 Righe 
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« Rightzonſuſs and Strength *I am a poor, pol- 
44 Juted, loathſome Creature. But FESUS CHRIST, 


< who is the Image of the inviſible GOD, and the 


-6 Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, has loved me, and 
4 toqſbed me from my Filthineſs in his own Blood +.— 
„ am by Nature, a perverſe and depraved Creature; 


„ and, by evil Practice, a loſt damnable Sinner. 


But ESU CHRIST, who made the Worlds; 
« FESUS CHRIST, whom Heaven and Earth 


„ adore; even FESUS CHRIST himſelf, came 
4 from the Manſions of Bliſs, on purpoſe to ſeek 


| * me; t ſave me ; to give himſelf for me. 
« And how can I periſh, who have ſuch a Ranſom ? 


C How can I be undone, who have ſuch a Repairer 
c of my Breaches? How can I come into Con- 
ce demnation, who have the Blood, not of ten thou- 
cc ſand Sacrifices; the Merit, not of ten thouſand 
« Angels; but the Blood and Merit of JEHOVAH 
«© Himſelf for my Propitiation ??? 


Should you ſay; Have I a Warrant for ſuch a 
e Truſt ?? Vou have the beſt of Warrants, our 
LORD's expreſs Permiſſion ; M, boſoever zwill, let Him 
take the Water of Life freely F. It is not ſaid, this 
or that Perſon only, but wheſcever ;z including You 
and me; excluding no individual Man or Woman.— 
It is not ſaid, whoſoever is worthy, but whoſoever 
is willing. Wilt Thou be made whole? Was our 
LORD's Queſtion to the impotent Man, at the 
Pool of Betheſda. Wilt thou inherit Grace and 
Glory? is his moſt benevolent Addreſs, to ſinful 
Men, in all Ages. Let him take the Water of Life ; 


Iii. Av. 24. f Rev. i. 5. f Matt; iii. 11, 
F rei. TW ! | 
let 


\ 
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let Him receive ME and my Righteouſneſs ; let Him 
look upon all that I have done and ſuffered, as done 
and ſuffered for his Redemption. This will adminiſter 
Peace of Conſcience and Joyin the HOLY GHOST. 
This will produce Love of GOD, and Alacrity of 
Obedience. In which Things the true Life of the 
Soul confiſts.—All theſe Bleſſings are to be received 


Freely ; without Money and without Price. That is, 
without any good Works, any good Qualities, or 


any preparatory Conditions whatever. To be re- 


ceived, as the infinitely rich Gift of divine Grace; 


Joch even to the F Saen Un- 
done. 


You have our LOR D's mak generous 7 


| tion: Come unto ME. And whom does he call? The 
Righteous? No. The Excellent? Quite the re- 


verſe, He calls Sinners; miſerable Sinners; even 
the moſt miſerable of Sinners. Thoſe who are weary 


and heavy laden; overwhelmed with Iniquities; bowed 


down to the very Brink of Hell ; and ready to think, 
5e There is no Hope for them,” | Yet them He 
encourages; them He invites; to them He de- 


clares, I will give you Regt x. Reſt, in the En- 
| zoyment of Peace with GOD, and Peace in your 
own Conſciences. Obſerve and admire the Riches 
of your REDEEMER's Grace. He ſays not, Ye 
are vile Wretches; polluted by Sin, and enſlaved to 


the Devil; tharefors keep at a Diſtance; but there- 


fare come. Come ; and be cleanſed by my Blood. 


Come; and be made free by my SPIRIT. —He ſays 


not, furniſh 'yourfelves with this or that, or the o- 
ther recommending Accompliſhment; but only come. 


Matt. xi. 28. 


Come, 


bo ubs Meas, abo 


Come, juſt as you are; poor, undone, guilty Cre- 


tures. Vea, come to ME, for Pardon and Reco- 


very. To ME, who have given my Life, myſelf, 


my All, for your Ranſom. 
Should you Rill queſtion, whether theſe ations. 


ble Bleſſings are free for you? Remember, Brethren, 


they ate free for Sinners. Is this your Character ? 
Then they are as free for your Acceptance as for any 
Perſon's, in the World. To Us eternal Life is given 
not us, who had deſerved it by our Goodnels ; but 
us, who had forfeited it by our Sins.— 70 you 18 
preached the Forgiveneſs of Sins t; not You, whoſe 
Tranſgreſſions were inconſiderable; but You, whoſe 
Iniquities were more in Number than the Hairs of 
your Head. Even to You, who are the loſt and 


periſhing Sinners of Adam's Family, i is the Word of this 


Salvation fent f. And, by a Commiſſion from GOD, 


we publiſh | it; that as Sinners, you may receive it; 


that receiving it, You may commence Believers ; 
and believing, may have Life through his Name ||. 


Some, perhaps, will be inclined to debate ; % Is this 


< ſo extraordinary a Matter? Will this Exerciſe 
4 of Believing do ſuch great Things for Us, or put 
Us in Poſſeſſion of ſuch ſingular Bleſſings?ꝰ . Moſes 


might have formed the ſame Scruple, with regard to 


the Sprinkling of Blood, Will this ſeemingly infigi- 


icant Circumſtance be ſuch an extraordinary Safe- 


guard to Us? Will this preſerve Us from the impend- 
ing Blow, more effectually than the Labours of the 


Engineer, or the Shield and Spear of the Warrior ?— 


But Moſes conſulted not with Fleſh and Blood. 


* 1 Johnv. 11. + Ads xiii. 38. t Ads xili. 26. 
John xx. 31. 15 : 1 


Vou and I receive C 


The Means f 
Miſes rejected all ſuch carnal Reaſonings. By Faith, 


He and his People kept the Paſſover, and were Wade a 
Partakers of the 7 ral Salvation. By Faith may 
RIST'! So ſhall We be par- 


takers of Pardon and eternal Salvation. 
B. y believing the Promiſe of GOD, 'and by Gufling 


in the Perſon of CHRIST, we are united to the 


LORD FESUS*. So as to have a real Intereſt i in 


his Blood and Righteouſneſs, Being united, to | 
CHRIST, our Sins are done away by Virtue of | 
his inflitely precious Atonement; and eternal Life 


becomes ours, on Account of kis everlaſting Righ= 


teouſrieſs. —Whoever thus believes; believes merely 
as a Sinner, not upon the Suppoſition of any Good= 


neſs in himſelf; but upon the ſole Warrant of GDs 


> 


Promiſe, in the infallible Word of the Goſpel. Suck 
a Perſon ſhall not be aſhamed of his Belief; Mall” 
never be diſappointed of his Hope; according ts Ms 
Faith'fhall it be unto Him rf. 


Come then, F ellow- Sinners, believe the Record 
of Heaven. Set to your Seal, that GOD'is true. 
Honour his Word, which cannot lye. Honour his 
Grace, which is abſolutely free. Honour his dear 
SON, who bas obtained 9 Redemption for ſuch 
unworthy Creatures as. You and I, What ſhall 


hinder you ?—But this leads me to 


23. A Word of Ezhortation.: I ſay then, wha ſhall. 
hinder: You ? What ſhall with-hold you, a ſingle 
Moment, from believing? Since all Things are ready þ.. 


in CHRIST JESUS. The great Propitiation is 


made by Him. The perfect Obedience is performed 


* Eph. iii. 17. + Matt. ix. * t Matt. xxii. 4. 
© by 
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by * All the Conditions of the new Covenant 


are fulfilled by Him. Come then, and partake of 
the heavenly Bleflings ; as You partake, of a Mar- 


riage Feaſt, when the Entertainment is all prepared, 


and the Bridegroom bids Vou welcome. 


Fain would I prevail in this moſt important Ad- 
dreſs, LORD, make bare thy Arm; incline 
their Hearts ; make them willing in the Day of thy 
Power *,—My dear Friends, if you turn away, from 
fuch Invitations, You are ruined to Eternity. Mi- 
ſery awaits You Here, and Damnation Hereafter, 
Suffer me then to be importunate. . Refuſe not HIM 
that calleth You by my Mouth; that bids You : 
truſt, and not be afraid ; that offereth Himſelf, with 
all his Fulneſs to You. —Why are You backward 7 
Why flow of Heart to believe? Why do you land 


at a Diſtance from the all- gracious FESUS? 


Is it becauſe You are guilty Wretches ? Then He 
publiſhes the Act of Indemnity to You; I, even I, 
am He, that blotteth out your Tranſereſh ns for mine 
own Sake f. Is it becauſe You are polluted Crea- 
tures ; loathſome in your own Eyes, and much more 
Joathſome in the Eye of infinite Purity! Then hear 


the Word of the HOLY ONE; T will ſprinkle clean | 


Water upon You, and Ye ſball be b From all your 


Filthineſs, and from all your Idols will I cleanſe You t.— 


Is it becauſe your Sins are more numerous, and more 


heinous than the Sins of others ? Be they ever ſo 


numerous, or ever ſo highly aggravated, thus ſaith 
the GOD of immenſely rich Grace in CAR7 , 


#*- Pſal. ex. 3. N Iſai. xliii. 25. EE 1 Ezek. 
xxxvi. 25. N - N | 


| Though 
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Though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white 
as Snow mn they be red like Crimfon, they 2 8 be 
Hus, 


Are you ſtill eg « I am weak. 4 have 


« no Strength. I cannot believe. —Look, then, 
to a promiſing GOD; that He may help your Un- 


belief. That he may fulfil in Vou ail the good 


Pleaſure of his Will, and the Work of Faith witk 
Power. For HE, who is Truth itſelf, has ſaid; 


Your GOD will Mn and ſave You. © Then ſhall the 


Eyes of the Blind be opened, and the Ears of the Deaf 


ball be unſtopped: The lame Man ſhall leap as an Hart, 
and the Tongue of the Dumb. ſhall Jing t. — Has the 
LORD given You a Deſire to believe in his dear 
SON 7 Doubt not but He will alſo give Vou the 


Power. Does GOD the LORD bring to the Birth, 


and not give Strength to bring forth? That be far 
from HIM! The Suſpicion be far from Us! He has, 

in unſpeakable Mercy, appointed his bleſſed SPIRLD 
for this Purpoſe. The HOLY GHOST the 


Comforter attendeth continually on this very Thing. 


To teſtify of CHRIST, and to reveal CHRIST 
in our ſinful Souls. Enabling us to diſcern the All- 


ſufficiency of CHRIST; to diſcern our Right to 
make Uſe of CHRIST; and to receive CHRIST 
as our o.]n our ou GOD and SAVIOUR. 


Be it then your daily Endeavour, your contiduil 
Buſineſs to believe; firmly, confidently, aſſuredly to 
believe in FESU 8 CHRIST; as the great and glo- 
rious REDEEMER, in whom You have Pardon, 
V have Rightepuſneſs, and eternal Life. Thus ex- 


® Iſai. i. 1i8. f Lai. xxxv. 4,5. 


erciſe 
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erciſe Vourſelves unto Godlineſs, and GOD will het 


uphold You with the right Hand of his Righteouſntſs.—" 
Thus . exerciſe Yourſelves unto Godlineſs, depend- 

ing on the divine Faithfulneſs ; proceeding upon the 
divine Warrant ; in Obedience to the divine Com 
mand, which expreſly ſays," Believe. in the LORD: 


: 


Prophets, ſo ſpall ye proſper V. Believe in his dear 
SON, fo ſhall ye be-ſaved +. | 


© Pharaoh ſaid to'Foſeph, Now thou art commanded; 
this e f. Let me alſo ſay to my Hearers; Now Ve 


are allowed, invited, commanded to believe in the 
SON of G OD, this do. Tis your grand Concern. 
The one Thing needful. Without this nothing will 
profit You. Therefore I repeat my Exhortation. 

Therefore I am ſo urgent. Therefore I cannot diſ- 


| miſs the Subject, without beſeeching the FATHER 


ef Mercies, to command a Bleſſing upon the Word. 
That Vou may indeed believe, & untb Righteouſneſs, 
unto Life, unto Salvation: Thus will Yow glorify 


ble Merit of CHRIST. Thus will Vou find a 


ſure; a full, an incomparable rich Proviſion: made 
for your Safety. And thus will You moſt effectu- 
ally comply with that tender and gracious Invitation 
of the LORD your GOD; Come, my People, 
enter T hou into thy Chambers, and ſhut thy Doors about 
Thee : Hide thyſelf as it wert for a little Moment, until 
the Indignation be overpaſt. For behald! the LORD 

* 2 Chron, xx. 20. + Acts xvi. 31- 1 Gen. 
xlv. 19. Rom. x. 10. | 


' cometh 


Jour GOD, ſo: ſhall ye be eftabliſhed, Believe his 


1 
rr 


De Means of Safety. 65 
cometh out of his Place to puniſh the Inhabitants of the + 
Earth for their Iniquity *. 

And what will ye do, when the LORD cometh 
forth to puniſh, if you are not received into the 


Hiding-Place ?—What will Ye do, ye Men ofy- 


ber and decent Converſation z who have nothing but 


an outward Regularity, and ſome cuſtomary Con- 
formity to religious Worſhip? Theſe, tho” in their 


Place valuable, yet are no Security. They are only 
the Qutworks, not your Citadel, When the righ- 
teous Judge hall be revealed from Heaven, in flaming 


Fire, to take Vengeance on them that obey not the Goſ= 
pel ; theſe, without the Blood of Sprinkling, will 
be but as a withered Leaf amidſt the inextinguiſha- 
ble Burning. | 


What will Ye do, ye vow of Wealth, and large 
Poſſeſſions? Will Riches profit You, in the Day ef 


Wrath t? Will Riches protect you in the Day of 
the LORD's Controverſy? Alas! they will mark 
You out for a Prey, and ſerve only to lure the Vul- 
tures. If Riches have been your Idol; hoarded up 
in your Coffers, or laviſhed out upon Yourſelyes ; 


they will, when the Day of Reckoning comes, be 


like the Garment of Pitch and Brimſtone, put upon 
the Criminal condemned to the Flames. 


What will Ye do, ye mighty Men of Valour? If 


_ the LORD turn his Hand upon You, your Heart 
mall fail, and your Knees be feeble; your Arm ſhall 
loſe its Strength, and your Sword ſhall loſe its Edge. 

' Your Fleets and Armies /hall- be as Tow, and the 
Commanders of them as 4 Spark ; and they ſhall both 


* Iſai, xxvi. 20, 21. + 2 Theſſ. i. 8, f Prov. 
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burn together, and nme ſhall quench them *, Tf you 


are not ſheltered and ſecured by his Blood, what 
will Ye do, when the Shout of the Archangel is 
made, and the Trump of GOD is heard? Un- 
daunted as You now ſeem, You will then, in an 


Agony of Deſpair, call upon Rocks to fall upon Jeu, 
and Mountains to cover You f. | 


What will ye do, ye voluptuous Men, and ye 
careleſs Women? Ye that eat the Lambs out of the 
Flock, and the Calves out of the Midſt of the Stall ? 
Ve that drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint Vour- 


| ſelves with the chief Ointments? Ah! what will ye 


do when the whole Land, for the Univerſal Degene- 
racy of its Inhabitants z for their Contempt of 
CHRIST, and Neglect of Grace; ſhall become 


Brimſtone, and Salt, and Burning. Inſomuch that it 


all not be ſown, nor bear, nor any Graſs grow thereon 10 


Much more may I aſk, what wilt Ye do, when 
the Heavens ſnall paſs away with a great Noiſe ; when 
the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat; when 
the whole Earth, and all the Wan Gat are is, 
ſhall be burnt up? 


What will Ye do, People of all Ranks and Condi- 


bons; when Miſchief ſhall come upon Miſchief, and 


Rumour ſhall be upon Rumour f? When your Houſes 
ſhall be laid in Heaps, and your Streets be made a 


Place of Graves? When your Cities, that were 


full of Inhabitants, ſhall be ſolitary; and not a Voice 
heard amidſt them, but Sighs of the Diſconſolate, 
and Groans of the Dying ? When your Children 
ſhall be ſlaughtered in one Place; your Parents in 


* Iſai. i. 31. + Rev. vi. 76. t Deut. xxix. 23. 


} Ezck. vii. 26. 


ano» 


another; and the “ Slain ſhall lie behind the Slayer, 
& as the Sheaves * behind the Reaper in the Time | 
c of Harveſt,” —But above all, what will Ye do, 

when the great white Throne is erected ; when the 


Earth and the Heavens flee away from the Face of 


HIM that ſitteth thereon ; and the Dead, both ſmall 
and great, ſtand before GOD to be judged ? With- 
out the Blood of Sprinkling, where can You be 
ſafe? How will You appear? What will You do ?— 
| Whereas, if CHRIST and his Blood are yours, 
all is yours. Vou have nothing to fear, in Time 
or Eternity. O well is it with You, and happy 
„ ſhall You be.” But this reminds me of adding 
a Word, | 
4. By Way of Conſolation, —Poſbl y, You may 
be ready to enquire; What Conſolation will this 
& adminiſter, under the Appearance of national Ca- 
& Jamities ?”—Very great. Fear not, ſays the 
LORD, for have redeemed thee f. Redemption 
by CHRIST, is a Preſervative from all Terrour, and 
an Antidote againſt every Evil. When this Blood is 
| Iprinkled, Sin is done away, and GOD is appeaſed. 
His Promiſes are your Portion, and his Arm is your 
Defence. For the Comfort of ſuch People it is writ- 
ten; He hall deliver Thee in fix Troubles; yea, in 
 feven there ſhall no Evil touch Thee. In Famine, He 
ſhall redeem thee from Death; and in War, from the 
Power -of the Sword. Thou ſhalt be hid from the 
Fra, of the Tongue; neither ſhalt thou be afraid of 
Deſtruction when it cometh ft. In the Hands of this 
reconciled and faithful CREATOR, this un- 


Jer. is, 22. + Ifai, xlili. 2. 1 Job 
v. 19, 20, 21. | N 
1 wearied 
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wearied and Almighty DE LIVE RE R, how ſafely 


may You depoſit Yourſelves and your Families, your 
Poſſeſſions and your All! 


Be not then diſcouraged, ye Followers cf CHRIST, 
though troublous Times ſhould come. All Creatures, 
and all Events, are under the Controul of your hea- 
venly FATHER. If he has any farther Occaſion for 
your Service, or ſees it conducive to your Good, He . 
will preſerve you amidſt the greateſt Dangers. He can : 
draw a Curtain of Concealment over You, as He did 
over David in the Cave x. He can plant an inviſi- 
ble Guard around You, as He did around Eliſba in 
Dothan +. He can turn the Hearts of your Adver- 

- faries, and make even the Enemy and the Avenger 
to be at Peace with You; as he did in. the Caſe of 
Jacob, and his enraged Brother,-Or, if you fall in 
the common Calamity, your latter End ſhall be Peace. 
Your Inheritance is unalienable, and your Foy no Man 

' taketh from You. Your beſt Things, your eternal 


Intereſts, are ſecure inviolably ſecure, being hid” 
with CHRIST in GOD t. 


Happy, unſpeakably bleſſed and happy the People, 
on whom this Blood is ſprinkled! If vindictive Viſita- 
tions come upon the Land, this may ſcreen and pro- 
tect their Perſons; like the Mark, which the Man 
clothed with Linen, ſet on the Forchead of GOD's' 
choſen Ones || ; or like the Line of Scarlet Thread, 
which Rahab the Harlot bound to the Window of her 
Houſe & However, by this Blood of Reconciliation, 
all Afflictions ſhall be difarmed, and every Evil un- 
ſtrung. Nay, all 6 not in Proſperity only, but 
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in Adverſity likewiſe, ſhall work together for Good *, 
Death, even Death, is vanquiſhed for them, and 
becomes their Gain. And the laſt Judgment is no 
longer their Terrour, but their unſpeakable Privilege. 
Being juſtified by this Blood, they may even glory in 
Tribulation, and rejoice in Hope, in ſure and ſtedfaſt 
Hope, of the Glory of GOD +. | 
Will ye not then, Brethren, ardently join with 
me, while I lift my Voice to GOD in the Heavens, 
and ſay; * Awake, awake, O Arm of the LORD; 
< let this be a Day of thy Power, and a Day of our 
% Redemption, Behold, O GOD, our S AVI 
&© OUR, and look upon thy various Congregations... 
& See, what a Gathering of the People there is in 


cc thy Courts; let there be as great a Gathering of 


« Souls to thy bleſſed Self. Fulfil the Prophecy, 
„ Almighty SHILOH! Let Sinners, won by the 
* Diſcovery of thy Grace, fly unto Thee as a 
« Cloud; and take Shelter in thy Wounds, as the 
« Doves in their Windows! That they may reſt in 
« the Day of Trouble; and, when Time ſhall be 
© no more, may enter into that everlaſting Reſt, 
ce which remaineth for the People of GOD.” Amen! 


* Rom. viii. 28. This ſeems to be the Meaning of 
the HOLY GHOST, in the Paſſage lately quoted from 
| Feb. In fix, in manifold and various Troubles, GOD ſhall. 

deliver Thee. Or, if he ſuffer Thee to be involved ia e- 
ven, there ſhall no Evil touch Thee. His gracious Preſence 
ſhall be more than Deliverance. Thou ſhalt not feel Au- 

iſh, but enjoy Comfort. Thou ſhalt not ſuffer Harm, 
1 receive Benefit. Though the Flames of Tribulation 
kindle all around, they ſhall not conſume thee, but only 

looſe thy Bonds, and ſet thee free. Set thy Affections 
free, from a troubleſome World ; or ſet thy Soul free, 
from a Priſon of Clay. 5 | 


Rom. v. 1 2, 3. 
1 1 SER. 
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SERMON II. 
The War of Holixkss. 105 
Ez EE. xviii. 27. 


When the wicked Man turneth away from his 


 Widckedne/s that he hath committed, and doeth 


that which is lawful and 7 be ſhall ſave 
his Soul alive. 


ANY of my Hearers, I obſerve, are 
Huſbandmen ; and the Seaſon, if I miſ- 
take not, is the Seaſon of Se2d-Time, 
IJ will ſuppoſe a Perſon, unſkilled in your 
Buſineſs, Brethren, taking Notice of your Work, 
Perhaps He goes Home, and fays — What 
6 ſtrange inconſiderate Creatures have I ſeen 
cc in the Field? I ſaw them, inſtead of laying 
ce up their Corn in the Garner, throwing it 
* away by Handfuls, Nay, they even buried 
te it in the Ground, and left it to putrify un- 
« der the Clods. Is this the Way to improve their 
Stock, and increaſe their Subſtance? Is this the 
$ Way to get Gain, and provide for their Families?“ 


F 4 | Should 
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Should any one make ſuch a Reflection on your 
Conduct; You have an Anſwer ready. The fame 
Aniwer, only with an Alteration of Circumſtances, 
will be equally proper for your Preacher, It is true, 
his uſual Subjects are, The abſolutely free Grace of 
GOD, and the immenſely rich Merits of CHRIST; 
the infinite Atonement, and everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs of the REDEEMER. But becauſe He gene- 
rally enlarges upon theſe Doctrines, is He therefore 
throwing away his Words? Does He neglect the 
Cauſe, or difregard the Intereſts of Holineſs ? Far 
from it. He is ſowing the Seed of vital Holineſs, 
Without which Seed, Holineſs will never flouriſh in 
| I 
your Hearts; will never bring forth Fruit in your 
Lives; any more than your plowed Lands would 
produce a Crop of Corn, without receiving the 
appointed Grain. It is through the Knowledge of our 
adorable SAVIOUR, as calling Us to Ghry and 
Virtue, that We have all Things pertaining unto Life 
and Godlineſs &; unto the Enjoyment of Life eternal, 
and the Practice of true Godlineſs, | 
To convince You, that this is my Aim, I have 
choſen a Text full to the Purpoſe; and not un- 
ſuitable to the Occaſion of our preſent Aſſembly, 
Ihen the wicked Man turneth away from bis Wicked- 
neſs that he. hath committed, and doeth that which is 
lawful and right, he ſhall ſave his Soul alive. 


The W ords naturally divide themſelves into the 
following Particulars; 
I. What the wicked Man ſhould turn 1 | 
 Witckeaneſs. 
E 2 Pet. i. 3. | 
: | EE oo 
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II. What he ſhould turn 77 do that which is 
* lawful and right. 


III. What will be the 52 of ſuch Turning 
He ſhall ſave his Soul alive. 


May CHRIST FESUS, the Head of his Church, 
and the wonderful Counſellor, enable Us to open 
theſe Truths; to add a Word of lively Application; 

and to receive godly Edifying from the Whole ! 


I. What the wicked Man ſhould turn from— 
Wickedneſs. Here perhaps You expect, that 1 
ſhould mention ſeveral Sorts of Wickedneſs ; ſhould 
diſplay the deteſtable Nature, and deſtructive Conſe- 


gquences of each; and deter You, by ſuch Conſide- 


_ rations, from the Commiliicn of them all. Deter You 
from Lying and Defrauding; from Curſing and 
| Swearing; from Drunkenneſs and Uncleanneſs; 
from a ſpiteful] Temper and a back-biting Tongue. 
Theſe are horrid Evils. On Account of theſe the 
Land mourns. Theſe bring the Vengeance of GOD 
on a Perſon, and on a People *. If I could ſpeak in 
Thunder, 1 could never inveigh too loudly againſt 
theſe Vices. Ye that go on in ſuch Iniquities, 
& Ye are ſcattering Brimſtone upon your Habitations +, 
« Yeare heaping up Wrath againſt the Dayof Wratht, 
« How can Ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell?“ 


But let me forbear ſuch Invectives. Let me rea- 
ſon with You, in the Spirit of Mildneſs.—I will ſup- 
poſe You poſſeſſed of a pleaſant Garden. In 4 
favourite Bed, many Weeds ſpring up, alluring to 


Col. iii. 6. + Job xviii. 15, 1 Rom. ii. 5. 
{| Matt. xxiii. 33. | 


the 
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the Eye, but full of deadly Poiſon, Will You or- 
der your Gardener to crop off the Leaves, or to 
pluck up the Roots? To pluck up the Roots, moſt 


certainly. Becauſe, if He does the former only, it 


will avail but little ; it will be no better than Labour 


; loſt. Whereas, if He does the latter, He will ef- 


fectually rid your Ground of the pernicious Encum- 
brance.— Thus would I at. Wickedneſs is this 
pernicious Weed. It is full of deadly Poiſon. It 
pollutes your Souls, and will be the Bane of your 
Happineſs. I would not therefore be content with 
uſing the Pruning-knife and cutting off the Shoots, 
But I would take the Spade, ang level my Blow at 
the Root. 


I would fain hive You turn, not — lis ang ſu+ 
perficially, but thoroughly and habitualh Not from 
ſome only, but from all Wickedneſs—And not 
barely from the Practice, but even from the Love of 
it, and any Fondrnefs for it— This will ver be ace 
compliſhed, unleſs You turn 


From a thoughtleſ, 
From a prayerle 4 State, 


From an _ 


1. From a thoughtle State. Vou are 1 fop' 
Eternity, You are immortal Beings, You muſt 
dwell either with G OD in Heaven, or with Devils 
in Hell; and that to endleſs, endleſs Ages. You 
know not how ſoon You may be ſummoned into the 


Inviſible and eternal World. The following Night, 


for aught you can tell; or before the preſent Hour 
1s expired. Do you ſcrioully conſider, to which of 
theſe everlaſting Abodes You are approaching ? 

For 


—— 


2 


be Way of Holingft. 
Far which of theſe unchan geable Conditions "ow 
are meet? 


Except a Man be FS again, Gp our - LORD, He 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven s. This is 


the unalterable Reſolution of the righteous Judge. 
You all hope f r Heaven; and I humbly beſeech the 


| LORD, that You may not be diſappointed of your 


Hope. But do You diligently enquire, whether 
You have experienced this New Birth ? Is there a 
ſpiritual Change wrought in your Souls ? Are your 


Affections taken off from Vanity, and fixed on the 


infinitely amiable GOD? Is your Memory filled 


with the Truths of the Goſpel, and are your Deſires 


riſing to Things above? To expect the Bleſſedneſs 
of Heaven, and have no Concern about this Renewal 


of your Nature, is to contemn the Counſels of _ 
CHRIST, and to trifle with his unalterable Decree. | 


Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the LORD q. 


This is the ſtanding Rule for our preſent Conduct, 


2nd indiſpenſibly neceſſary for our future Happiness 
You may be civil and decent in your Behaviour; 


You may attend the Place of divine Worſhip, and 
paſs for reputable Perſons. Yet, unleſs You are. 


holy in your Hearts, and holy in your Converſation, 
You cannot enter into GO 's bliſsful Preſence. 


To be holy, is to put on CHRIST f; to reſemble 


CHRIST, in your Spirit and Carriage, as one Man 
reſembles another, when He puts on his Dreſs, or 


imitates his Manners. Do You look to CHRIST. 


. Pattern; follow CHRIST, as as - 
Guide; and, in the ons Courſe of: your * on 


1 r John) iii. 3. 1 Heb. xii, 14. f Rom, xiii. 14. 


walk 
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walk as CHRIST walked ?—Perhaps You have 
never ſo much as aimed at this. Never ſo much as 

ſeriouſly conſidered Eternity, Regeneration, and a 

Conformity to CHRIST, . Theſe Things are ſeldom, 

if ever in your Thoughts. Then be aſſured, You | 

are far from Holineſs. You are not turned from 
your Evil Way; ho, nor ſo much as beginning to 
turn. | 


Say not, 6c This Duty of ſerious, Conſideration is 
ce a ſlight Matter. If I had been guilty of Injuſtice 
©. or Perjury ; if I had committed Adultery or Mur- 
<« der; theſe indeed were heinous Crimes. W hereas, 
« the Omiſſion, which You have inſiſted on, is but 
« aſmall Offence.” Small Offence ! Preſume not to 
think ſo. However ſuch Guilt may appear little in 
your View, or fit eaſy upon your Conſcience, it is 
heinous enough to make Heaven and Earth amazed. 
For This ſaith the LORD; Hear, O Heavens; and 
give Ear, O Earth! 1 have nouriſhed and brought up 
Children, and they have rebelled againſt me. The Ox 
Fnoweth his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib e 
But Iſrael doth not know, my People DOTH NOT CoN- 
SIDER “. To ſay the Truth; an inconſiderate 
careleſs Life, is an unintermitted Courſe of Sin. It 
is one continued Act of Rebellion againſt God.— 
It oppoſes his compaſſionate Wiſh ; O / that they 
were wiſe ! That they underſtood this / That they would 
- conſider their latter End 4 !—It diſobeys his poſitive 
Command; Thus ſaith the LORD of Hoſts, the ſu- 
preme Ruler of the World, Conſider your Ways 1. 


Ii. i. 2, 3. + Deut. xxxii. 29. f Lag. i. 5, 7, 
3 * 
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Te defeats the Deſign of his hoty Word, and would 
make the Blood of his SON to be of none Effect. 


2. Turn from a prayerlſi State.— Alas] how 
many of thoſe, whom We call Chriſtians, are Stran- 
gers to Prayer | How many Servants rife to their 
Work, and never bend a Knee before their M A'S- 
TER in Heaven! How many Maſters fet their Ser- 
vants an ungodly Example; enter upon the Affairs of 
the Day, without imploring the GOD of all Grace 
either to proſper their Buſineſs, or to ſanctify their 
Souls! How many Parefits know not what it is, to 
make earneſt Supplications for the Converſion and 
Salvation of their Children! and how many Children 
are as ignorant of the Nature, the Neceſſity, the Ad- 
vantages of Prayer, © as the wild Aſs's Colt #! 


Shall I reckon Theſe good people? Are Theſe 
turned to their GOD? No; they are Deſpiſers of 
the Moſt HIGH. They caſt Contempt upon his 
| Majeſty. The Language of their Practice is; De- 
cc part from Us, Omnipotent as Thou art, We have 
* no Need of Thee. No Need of thy SPIRIT, to 
« make Interceſſion in Us; no Need of thy SON, 
« to make Interceſſion for Us.” Moſt juſtly, there 
fore, is it reckoned by Eliphaz, as Part of a wicked 
and abandoned Character; Thou reftraineſt Prayer 
befire God f. Nay, it is mentioned by the Pſalmiſt, 
as the finiſhing Part; that which ſeals up the Soul 
under the Dominion of Iniquity, and ſhuts out all 
reaſonable Hope of ' a Reformation. They are cor- 
rupt ; they do abominable Forks; and there is no 


Job xi. 12. | + Job xv. 14. 


Pro- 


Proſpect of their e otherwilh 8 they cal * 
upon the LORD *. 


Religious, yet neglect Prayer Impoſſible: Cart 
a Man live without Food ? Can He breathe without 
Air? No more can you withſtand Temptation, or 
- exerciſe Godlineſs unleſs You avatch unto Prayer F.— 
The Neglect of Prayer, is net only ſinful in itſelf; 
but the ſure Sign of an unſanctified Heart, and the 
wide Inlet to every unrighteous Practice. Shew 
«mea prayerleſs Perſon ſaid One, and I will ſhew 
© You a graceleſs Perſon.” — Turn then, Sinners; 
turn without Delay, to a Habit of Prayer; of 
. ſecret, ſerious, earneſt Prayer. Otherwiſe, You 
cannot expect, that the Wrath of GOD ſhould 
be turned away from You. No; when he whets 
his glittering Sword, and his Hand takes hold on 
Judgment, Vo are the Perſons that cauſe the In- 
dignation, Yu are the Perſons who have Reaſon to 
tremble at the Stroke, For thus it is written in 
- that venerable Book, which is a Tranſeript of the di- 
vine Will, and the Rule of the divine Procedure; 
Pour out thy Fury upon the Heathen, that know thee 
not; pour out thy Fury upon the n that call not 


0 thy Name . 


3. Turn from your inſenſd ble State. Be ſenſible of 
your Guilt; your Miſery, your Ruin. Thoughtleſs and 
prayerleſs People, You are Sinners before the GO D 
of Heaven, You are the Children of his Wrath. 

You are the Objecls of his Vengeance. Condemned 
and accurſed by his holy Word. O! may the 
LORD of all Power, rend the Veil from Your Un- 


* Pſal, xiv, 4 + Eph. vi. 18. f Jer. x. 25. 
derſtand- 
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derſtandings, and ſhew you your perilous, young 
dreadfully perilous Condition. 


If while I am ſpeaking, the Earth ſhould rei to 
and fro, and be in ſtrong Convulſions under your 


Feet; if it ſhould open tits horrid Jaws, and gape 


frightfully wide to devour. you; not one in the Aſ- 
ſembly, but would be greatly alarmed; How then 
can You be careleſs and unconcerned, when Hell 
from beneath is opening her Mouth, to ſwallow you 
up in endleſs Perdition If this Building was rocking 
over your Heads, and tottering on every Side; if 
the Beams were burſting, and the Walls caving, 
You would be ſtruck with Aſtoniſument. And how 
is it, that you are under no Apprehenſions, when 
the Indignation of an Almighty GOD is ready to 
fall upon You; and, worſe than ten thouſand falling 
Millſtones, grins You to Powder? — If the French 
were landed, with an Army of deſperate Paprfts ; 
If You were ſurrounded by thoſe barbarous Ene- 
mies of your Religion and Country; if their Swords, 
reeking with Britih Blood, were now at your 
Throats; You would tremble for your Lives. And 
will you not feel ſome Concern for your Souls when 
the Sword of Omnipotence is ſharpened to cut You 
in Pieces? When, for aught you know, it may be 
already unſheathed ; may have received a Commiſ- 
fion to give the fatal Blow; and, before another 
| paſſes, may actually ſtrike, —If the late Diſt 


r 


among the Cattle, ſhould turn to a Plague a6 
Men; if it ſhould ſweep away Thouſands, and ten 
Thouſands to an untimely Grave; if You ſhould ſee 
| Multitudes of your Neighbours ſickening, drooping, 
dying on 1 Side; certainly You would be terri- 
2 fied. * 
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fied. How then can you remain unimpreſſed, when 
the Curſe ® of GOD is approaching You? When the 
Curſe of GOD is hovering over You? When the 
Curſe of GOD is ready to be poured out upon 
You; and turn all your Delights into Weeping, 


Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth ? 


Behold then, Sinners, inconſiderate, and inſenſible 
Sinners, You are this Day impleaded at GOD's Bar. 
You are found guilty before the JUDGE of the 
World. You are upon the very Brink of everlaſting. 


Deſtruction.— Not the Earth, but Hell, is opening 
her Mouth to devour you. Not the Stones and Tim- 


ber of your Houſes, but the Vengeance of the Moſt 


HIGH, is ruſhing down upon You. The Sword, 


not of an enraged Adverſary, but of GOD's moſt 


tremendous Diſpleaſure, is drawn, perhaps ftretched 
out to deſtroy you. The Peſtilence, or what is in- 


._ finitely more to be dreaded than the Peſtilence that 
 walketh in Darkneſs, the Curſe of GOD is ready to 


break forth upon You.—And will not theſe Terrors 
awaken You; alarm you; perſuade you + ?— Thou 
GOD of the World, and GOD of our Souls, let not 


thy Judgments and thy Threatenings go forth in vain ! 


T hope ſome of you are inclined to aſk—How, 
or to what ſhould we be perſuaded ? If fo, my ſe- 
cond Particular will ſuggeſt the proper Anſwer. 


II. What the Wicked Man ſhould turn to? 0 do 


tat tobich is lawful and right. To repent of Sin, 


and love GOD; to be pure in Heart, and holy in 
all Manner of Converſation. This is implied in 
the Exhortation of the Text. This is the indiſpen- 


fible Duty cf all Men. And to promote this, is the 


continual Aim of our Miniftry. 
Gal. i iii. 10. 1 2 Cor. v. 11. 


. 
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* But you are guilty, ruined, impotent Creatures. 
Guilty; and can You, under a Load of Treſpaſſes, ariſe 
and do your LORD's Will? -Ruined; and can 
Vou, amidſt ſuch diſcouraging Circumſtances, have 
any Heart to ſet about the Work of Reformation? 

Impotent; and can Vou, under the moſt deplorable 
Weakneſs, perform the moſt difficult of all Ser- 
vices? No. You muſt firſt be relieved and enabled, 
before you can' be ſufficient for theſe Things. Like | 
the Woman bowed down with the Spirit of Infirmity, 
or like the impotent Man at the Pool of Betheſda, 


Lou muſt get Reſtoration and Strength from = 


| who ſays. by his Wn 0 Zfrall, them haſt dre | 
thyſelf, but in ME is thy MPF: „ 8 
I you ſhould enquire; What ſhall I and 
c HRISFTH All that you can want. All that you 
can wiſh, Incomparably more than I am able to 
expreſs. For it hath pleaſed the FATHER, that in 
CHRIS T Hhould all Pulneſs dwell +. 


© Becauſe You are guilty, and have a Burden of 8 
Iniquity on your Souls, HE is the Lamb of GO, 
that taketh away the Sin of the Worli 1. A Lamb, of 
G OD's own appointing: A Lamb of infinite Ex- 
cellence and Dignity: To whom nothing is equal, 
nothing comparable. This Lamb of GOD has ſhed | 
his Blood for Sinners; has ſuffered Death for Sin- 
ners; yea, has died in their Stead, and endured all 
that Vengeance which they have deſerved. In this 
| moſt wonderful and perfect Manner, has He obtained 
their — 3 not of only, but of all 


Hoſ, viii.g. + Col. 119. , 4 John; i. 29. 
| G Sins. 
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Sins. Be they ever ſo numerous, or ever ſo heinous, 
it maketh no Difference with Him. An infinite 8 A- 
VIO UR taketh away Millions, unnumbered Mil- 
lions of the moſt abominable Iniquities, with as much 
Eaſe, as He expiates a ſingle Offence, or the ſmall- 
eſt Fault. He blotteth out Tranſg raſſiont, aggravated 
Tranſgreſſions, innumerable Tranſgreſſions, as 4 
Cloud *; as eaſily and as completely, as the Wind 
ſweeps away a floating Cloud, from the Face of the 
Sky. Delivered from this Load of Guilt, you will 
be fitted to walk in the Way of GO D's Command- 
ments, and not be weary; yea to run and not faint f. 


| Becauſe you are ruined, and have nothing that may 
recommend Vou to the moſt high GOD, CHRIST 
has brought in a Righteouſneſs -a complete Righte- 
ouſneſs—a divine Righteouſneſs. Conſider the un- 
ſpotted Purity of his Nature, and the unſinning 
Obedience of his Life; conſider his fervent Cha- 
rity to Man; and his patient Reſignation to GOD; 
conſider all his exalted Virtues, and all his exem- 
- plary Actions; theſe, all theſe, in their utmoſt Per- 
fection, are not only for the Imitation, but for the 
Juſtification alſo, of ſuch Sinners as You and I.—Z7:s. 
Name is JEHOV AH, which ſpeaks incomprehenſible. 
Grandeur in Him; FEHOFYAH our Righteouſneſs t, 
which ſpeaks cls Comfort to Us. *. this 
Righteouſneſs we may be fully accepted, and en- 
titled to Life eternal. Or this we may make dur 
Boaſt, and ſay; In the LORD have 1 Righteouſneſs I ; 
I, a Tranſgreſſor, have a real Righteouſneſs ; E 
a defective Creature, have a conſummate Righteouſ- 


* Iſai, xliv. 22. ; + Iſai. xl. 3 1. 4 Jer. xxiii. 6. 
$ Ifai. xlv. 24. OT, 1 55 
585 neſs; 
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neſs; I, a frail, relapſing Chriſtian, have an inva- 
riable and everlaſting Righteouſneſs, O] What a 


Treaſure is this! What an unfpeakable Gift is this! 
Is there a Cordial that can revive our Spirits; is there 
a Motive that can animate Us to Duty; like Juſtiſi- 


cation through IM M AN UE L's Righteouſneſs? — 


Bleſſed LORD! This makes thy Fol: _ and 
thy Burden light, | 

| Becauſe you are weak and 0 o IST 
has the Reſidue of the SPIRIT “; the Pulneſs of 
the SPIRIT +; the ſever SPIRITS of GOD. 


are before his Throne f. The HOLY GHOST, in - 


all his Operations, and with all his Graces, CHRIST 
| ſends to whomſoever He pleaſes $.—He gave this 
ineſtimable Blefling to Saul the. Perſecutor and Blaſ- 


phemer. He gave this ineſtimable Bleſſing to many 
of his Murderers and Crucifiers. He ſtill confers 
N 


the heavenly Gift on his Enemies, yea on the Rebel- 
lious alſo}. And the Promiſe, the free gracious Pro- 
mile, is to You, and to your Children, and 10 all that 


are afar aff, even as many as the LORD our GOD, 


by the Preaching of his Goſpel, hall call * *, 
How ſalutary and beneficial are the Effects of 


this Gift, our LORD Himſelf, who beſt knew, 


has admirably ſhewn. He that believeth on ME, 
out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Wars 
This ſpake He of the SPIRIT, which every one, 
that turns to Him, and believes on Him, ſhall re- 
ceive. Obſerve ſome beautiful and copious River. 
How it exhilarates the Country, and fructifies the 


Soil, through which it paſſes. Beſtows a thouſand ' 


Mal. ii. 15. 1 Col. 1. 1 7 Rev. i. 4. 
8 John xvi. 7. U | Pfal. Ixviii. 18. Acts ii. 39. 
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Conveniencies, and gives Birth to a thouſand De- 
lights, wherever it takes its winding Courſe. So, 
the COMFORTER dwelling in the Heart, gives 
ſuch charming Views of CHRIST, and his un- 
ſearchable Riches, as gladden the Conſcience, and 
make Us truly happy. Hence, as from an mexhaul- 
tible Source, true Holineſs flows, and every ſpiritual 
Good. This diſpoſes Us to love our Neighbour; 
this teaches Us to be meek in Spirit; and this will 
raiſe our Deſires far above earthly, ſenſual, tranſitory 
Things; even as David's Thoughts were raiſed far 
above the Shepherd's Scrip, when He ſat exalted on 
the Throne of {/rael. 


Under the Influence of this divine SPIRIT, Vo 
will ſay; * CHRIST has taken away the execrable 
« Filth of my Sins; and ſhall I wallow in the Mire 
« of Iniquity again ?- CHRIS T has delivered me 
e from the Pit of everlaſting Deſtruction; and ſhall 
6 I leap into + thoſe unquenchable F 9 from 
„ which, as a Brand, I have been ſnatched ?—In 
& my adorable REDEEMER I have a perſect Righ- 
<« teouſneſs, and am completely juſtified ; and ſhall 
& I not endeavour to walk worthy of ſuch Favours; 
e to ſhew my Gratitude for ſuch Beneficence, by 
« bringing forth the Fruits of RANA in all 


e my Converſation ?”? 


Ves, Brethren; when You: are 1 185 to CHRIST, 175 
to receive his Atonement, to rely on his Righteouſ 
neſs, to be filled with his SPIRIT; it will be 
with your Soul, as it is with the Earth, when it is 
turned to the Sun. The Earth, You ſee, is now 
barren and unfruitful ; becauſe it has been very much 
withdrawn from he enlivening Beams of the Sun, 


Ere 


£: 1 . 
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Ere long it will be replaced under the full Influences 


of that Fountain of Light and Heat, Then what a. 


Chayge will take Place! How will the Flowers ap- 
_ pear on the Ground] How will the Leaves adorn the 


Trees ! How will the Singing of Birds be heard in our 


Land! So ſhall Holineſs and a heavenly Temper be 
produced in your Souls. So ſhall Obedience, with 
all the Fruits of Godlineſs, flouriſh in your Lives, 
' when this Sun of Righteouſneſs manifeſts Himſelf in 


your Hearts; makes You Partakers of his Salva- 
tion; and thus ariſes upon 12 with bealing under 


his 2 ings *, 


Should any One doubt, e this is the Way: to 
do that which is lawful and right; I aſk—Is it not a 


_ pleaſing Way! Such as we ſhould wiſh for? Such 


as We ſhould prefer above all others? And ſuch as 
will render our LORD's Service perfect Freedom? 
Is it not a rational Way? Apparently adapted to 


engage the Heart; to ſtrengthen the Hand; and, 


thereby, to fit the whole Man for every good Work? | 


Beſides; is it not the Way appointed by GOD? 
—Would we © earneſtly repent, and be heartily ſor- 


« ry for all our Miſdoings ?“? The Wiſdom of GOD 


aſſures Us, this Sorrow muſt ariſe from believing - 
Views of CHRIST. From looking unto Him whom 
we have pierced f. Looking unto Him as wounded ' 


for our Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniqui- 


ties. This, if any Thing, will incline -Us to be 


afflicted, and mourn, and weep for all our Abomina- 


tions, Thus, and thus only, ſhall we experience 


that godly Sorrow, which worketh * not to be 
repented of. ; = 


* Mal. iv. 2. 2 T Zech, Ali. 10. 
G3 Would 


—— — —— 
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Would We hve GOD? The Oracles of © 


| Head inform Us, that We muſt firſt ſee his 8 ; 


his infinitely free, and infinitely tender Love, to- 


wards Us. His Love, not imputing any Sin to our 

Souls, but laying all our Iniquities upon his own 
SON. Then ſhall We love him, when we perceive 
and know, that He has, in this moſt divinely gracious 


Manner, regarded ue bleſſed Is. 
Would We be pure in Heart? The LORD pu- 


riſies the Heart by Faith *, Faith in CHRIST, as 
ſhedding his moſt precious. Blood, as giving his moſt 
glorious Perſon, for our Ranſom. And, by his one 
Oblation, fnifbing our Tranſgreſſion; 3 Recon- 


Filiation for our Iniguity; yea perficting us for ever, 


Inſomuch, that We may boldly and aſſuredly fay ; 


Through this Grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
Me ſhall be ſaved. He that hath this Faith and this 


Hope, purifieth Himſelf, even as be is pure, 


Would We renounce all Ungodlineſs ? Would We 


live foberly, righteouſly, and godlily f? By Grace We 
muſt be enabled; even that Grace, which brings Sal- 
vation, a finiſhed and free Salvation to Sinners. That 
Grace, appearing in the Heart, and appropriated by 


Faith, is the ſure, the effectual Means of true Sancti- 
fication ; the ſure, the effectual Motive to willing 


Obedience. Therefore our LORD ſays, He that | 
eateth me, even He fhall live by me 1. He that cateth. 


me, that receiveth my Righteouſneſs and Redemp- 
tion; that maketh a daily Uſe of me and my Bene- 
fits, for the Refreſhment and Health of his Soul ; as 


[* Av xv.g. f Fit. ii. 13,12. 3 ; John vi. 67, 


9 People 
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People make a daily Uſe of their neceſſary Food, for 


the Nouriſhment and Support of their Bodies. Even 
He. ſhall live by ne; He ſhall live to GOD in real 


Holineſs Here, aa. live with GOD in everlaſting 
Glory Hereafter, This Method will ſtrengthen and 
prepare Us for diſcharging all the Duties of a Chriſ- 
tian Life; as Bread ſtrengthens and prepares the La- 
bourer for diſpatching the Buſineſs of his toilſome 


Calling. Whereas without uſing this Sovereign Ex- 
pedient, We ſhall be as incapable of exerciſing Our- 


ſelves unto Godlineſs, as the Hireling, deprived. of 


his uſual Meals, would be i of ln | 
his daily Taſk. 5 


Upon the Whole ; We 10 not urge Vou to „ ei 
Brick without 8 We do not call upon Vou to 


ariſe and work, without ſhewing Vou from whence 
your Ability and Vigour are to proceed. Some, per- 


haps, might exhort Vou to all holy Obedience; but 


neglecting theſe moſt neceſſary Directions, their Ex- 


hortations would be comfortleſs and inſignificant. 


Becauſe, You might fetch a Sigh, and make An- 
ſwer; © All this we would gladly do, but alas! 


ce we are not able.” — Whereas, Here is Grace ſuf- 
ficient for You in CHRIST. Whatever hinders 


You, CHRIST removes. Whatever You want, 


CHRIST beſtows. That being delivered from your 
Enemies and from the Hand of all that hate You; from 


the Influence of all that embarraſſes, and all that diſ- 
, courages You ;. You may ſerve Him, without laviſh or 

diſquieting Fear, in Holineſs and W before 
| _ all the Days f your Lies. 


Luke i. 74, 75. 
| G 4 Happy 
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Happy Deliverance | Thrice happy Conduct But 
happier ſtill the Iſſue of all Which reminds me at 
m laſt Enquiry; 3 namely, A 


III. What will be the Effect of this Turning ?— 
He, the wicked Man, thus turned, . ſave his Soul 


; alive N 


He ſhall — ſhall be his Cos 
Bafety ſhall be his Guard. Safety ſhall eſcort Him 
through the Dangers of Life. All the Days of 
s appointed Time, He ſhall dwell under the De. 
ores of the Maſt HIGH, and abide under the Sba- 
dow of the ALMIGHTY*. — Moſt deſirable 
Situation! Eſpecially, when Judgments, deſolating 
and deſtructive Judgments, are abroad, —While the 
Storm of Calamity is gathering, or, when the Tem- 
peſt of Tribulation is raging, O] what a Calm muſt 
it create in the Heart, to have the eternal GOD 
for our Refuge +! To ſay within ourſelves; 4+ The 
„„ Hand that is fretched over the Sea, and ſhakes tbe 
4 Kingdoms of the Earth; the Hand that rends the 
« Mountains, and ſcatters the everlaſting Hills ; that 
% Hand is my Defence and my Shield!“ 1 


Save his Soul—It i is not improbable, but his bodi- 
ly Welfare may be ſecured. GOD may ſet a Mark 
upon his Forehead, and command the Sword of the 
deſtroying Angel to paſs over his Houſe, But how- 
ever this may de determined, his Soul ſhall be ſafe. 
As to his ſpiritual Welfare, He has a Mrit of Protec- 
tion, under the great Seal of Heaven. The' LORD 
FESUS is his ever-faithful Guardian, and Mae 


PR. xci. , 1 Deu xr. 25. Hab. 


Hi. 6. 
bs ſhalt 
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ſhall pluck Him ont of the divine REDEEMER © 

Hand u. The roaring Lion may go about ſeeking 
to devour Him; but he has a ſtrong City, which the 
infernal Adverfary cannot ſtorm ; he has an impreg- 
nable Bulwark, which the Powers of Darkneſs can- 
not ſcale. Though He fall, the Arm of CHRIST 
will raiſe Him. Though he be defiled, the Blood 
of CHRIST will cleanſe Him. Though He die, 
it will be no Loſs, but Gain. HE that has Me 
Keys of the Grave, will give Commandment con- 
cerning his mouldring Bones. He that lives for 
evermore,. will receive his departing Soul.— This, 
perhaps, may. be meant by that other emphatical 
Word, alive. 


He ſhall ſave his Soul alive—He ſhall not 1 
be ſafe, but happy. He ſhall enjoy what truly 
deſerves the Name of Life. A Man may eſcape 
from his Enemy, by flying to a fortified Caftle ; but 
in the Caſtle there may be Drought and Fase 
He may periſh by theſe Diſaſters, though preſerved 
from the purſuing Foe. It ſhall not be thus with 
the returning, believing, renewed Sinner. He ſhall 
be ſaved with a complete and everlaſting Salvation. 
He is a Child of GOD, and an Heir of Glory. 
He ſhall rejoice in CHRIST FESUS here, and 
| ſhall enter into the oy of his LORD hereafter.— 

When the Earth is burnt up, He ſhall fee it. 
When the Heavens paſs away, He ſhall ſtand with 
Boldneſs. When all Nature ſinks into Diſſolution, 
He ſhall not only ſurvive, but enjoy the Ruin. He 
8 foul leave a diſſolving World, to poſſeſs a Kingdom 


M John x. 21. 
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in Heaven; to wear a Crown of Righteouſneſs ; 


and to be * ever with, for ever like, his bleſſad 
and glorious LORD. | PE, 


We have now ſhewn—what the wicked Man 
mould turn from—what he ſhould turn to- what 
will be the Zf## of his Turning.—Give me leave 
to aſk ; has the Arm of the LORD been revealed? 
Are you imprefled by the awful, or encouraged by 

. the comfortable Truths? If fo, perhaps you will 
be ready to ſay; „Will CHRIST receive Me? 
23 Will he make M. a Partaker of theſe incompa- 
4e rable Benefits? Shall ſuch a one, who is fo. ery 
c znworthy, find Favour in his Sight!“ 


Ves; ſuch a one may find Favour. Any one, 
every one who comes, He will receive. He ſends 
his Miniſters to invite You; He ſends his Judg- 
ments to compel You; He uſes every Expedient to 
gain You.—He bids Fanhbqualey tear the F ounda- 
tions of Nature, and turn mighty Cities into ruin- 
ous Heaps, that you may be built on that Rock, 

which ſhall never be ſhaken: He calls the Sword 
of War out of its Scabbard, and commands it to 
de bathed in Blood, that you may fly for Safety 
to the Prince of Peace. While Ruin and Deſola- 
tion are, purſuing their dreadful Work all around, 
He throws open the Doors of his Grace and Righ- 
teouſneſs, and moſt compaſſionately cries ; © Come, 

my People; come, poor Offenders ; enter into 
c theſe Chambers, and find Ren” 


| Is any of you ſtill inclined to reply, Will 
« CHRIST indeed receive me, who am not only 
& a Sinner—but a great Sinner—a long perſiſting 
e Sinner—and now ſeem to come but at the /a/? 
, | - &« Hour; 
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"A Hour; more like one driven by Fear, than drawn | 
ce by Love?“ What thinkeſt thou! Would the 
Widow of Nain, who went mourning after the 


- Corpſe of her only Son, almoſt inconſolable with 
her Loſs; would ſhe be unwilling to receive Him, 


When our LORD reſtored Him to Life, and l. 


| tivered Him to his Mother * ? Would ſhe need much 

Iinportunity, and hardly be prevailed on to embrace 
her beloved, her lamented Child? Impoſſible to ſuppoſe. 
Remember, what CHRIST has done for Sinners; what 


He has ſuffered for Sinners ; how. his Bowels yearn - | 


over Sinners; and it will appear equally impoſſible, 
that He ſhould reject any returning Profligate. 255 
Reject! No; the good Father, aged and venerable 
as He was, haſtened; yea, ran to meet the Pro- 
digal. He fell on his Neck, and tenderly kiſſed the 


diſſolute Youth 4, So, with ſuch Readineſs, and ſuch 


Compaſſion, will the everlaſting FAT HER receive 
You to his Family, his Favour, his Love, Nay 
more; He will receive You with Foy. He is the 

good Shepherd. You are the loſt Sheep. He is 
come in his Word to ſeek You. When You turn - 


to Him, he has found You. Then, fays the Scrip- = 


ture, the good Shepherd goes Home with his re- 
covered Sheep, rejoicing f. O let your Miniſter, 
and (which is unſpeakably more engaging) let the 
bleſſed FESUS have Joy of You, my Brethren. 
Even that F E SUS, by whom Sinners are dearly be- 
loved and longed for &; who has no greater Delight 
than to ſave them from their Iniquities, and num- 
ber them among his Children. 


Luke vii. 15, + Luke xv. 20. t Luke xv. 5. 
1 Tx” | V 
| If 


23 9 


5 Whoſoever cometh to me, for Pardon, for Juſtification, 


for Holineſs, I will in no wiſe caſt him out f. Ho- 
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If you ſhould anſwer— This is a Matter of the 
ce utmoſt Importance. It lies at the very Root of all 
„ my Comfort, Let me hear it confirmed from our 


« LORD's own Mouth, 7 will hearken what the 
« LORD GOD will ſay concerning me *. 


Hear then his own Promiſe ; the moſt precious 
Promiſe that Words can form, or Fancy conceive; 


ever; whether he be high or low, learned or il- 
literate ; whether He be a Servant or a Maſter, a 


Prince or a Beggar; no one is excepted, no one 
ſhall be refuſed.—/z no wiſe; on no Conſideration . 
of paſt Tranſgreſſions; on no Account of preſent 
Depravity; on no Fore-knowledge of future Fail- 
ings. Only let Him come, only let him come, and 
nothing ſhall debar Him from the Enjoyment of 


my Benefits; nothing ſhall ſeparate Him from the 
Endearments of my Love. g 


Hear his kind Invitation. Return unto me, N 1. 


have redeemed you 1. Ye, that have hitherto been 
Strangers to Seriouſneſs, and always alienated from 


me; turn unto me, and I will not ſo much as up- 


braid you & with your Folly.— Ve, that are now 
Backſliders, and have for a Seaſon ungratefully de- 
parted from me; turn unto Me, and I will heal your 
Backſlidings ; my Stripes ſhall make you whole. — 


Ve that have been Slaves to Vice; have ſold your- 


ſelves to work Wickedneſs; and are grown old in 
abominable Practices; it is not too late even for You. 


have redeemed even ſuch as Vu. — ſhake the 


* Pſal. Tixxacy. 8, 1 John vi 37. 1 Iſa. xliv. 22. 
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Pillars of Nature, and rock the Foundations of the 
World I clothe the Heavens with Blackneſs, and 1 
make Sackcloth their Covering *. Vet for ſuch as you, 
J gave my Back to the Smiters, and hid not my Face from 
Shame and Spitting. Ves, Sinners; Sinners of every 
Kind; I bore the Curſe of the Law, and died the 
Death of the Croſs, on purpoſe that I might redeem 
ſuch as You, —Moſt amiable REDEEMER ! Who 
would not liſten to a Call, ſo wonderfully en- 
dearing? Sinners, how can n withſtand a ti 
fo ſweetly conſtraining? 


Hear his ſolemn Oath; 4s T * faith the LORD 
GOD, I have no Pleaſures in the Death of the Wicked, 
but that the Wicked turn from his Way and live. Turn 
Ye, turn Je from your evil Mays; for why will Ye dis, 
O Houſe of Iſrael +? Was there ever any Declara- 
tion ſo charming? Or any Addreſs fo affeQionate ?— - 
See! how the High and Lofty ONE condeſcends ! 
He commands in Heaven, on Earth, through Hell; 
yet, more like a Supplicant than a Sovereign, He 
vouchſafes to ſolicit and beſeech You. From the 
Habitation of his Glory He cries; Turn ye, poor 
periſhing Creatures.—Again He cries ; turn ye, to 

your GOD and SAVIOUR. That ye may be 
delivered from all your Tranſgreſſions, and Iniquity 
may not be your Ruin.— To take away all your 
Reluctance, He pleads, He expoſtulates ; My will 
ye die? Why will Ye deſtroy yourſelves, and be 
undone for ever? — That you may have no Doubt 
of a free Pardon and a favourable Reception, He 


5 fuears ; ſwears by Ae. by his own Life and 


Ii. l 3, 6. 1 Exck. ii 11. 


inmsttal 


immortal Perfections; that He has no Pleaſure i in your 
Death, but ſhall rejoice, infinitely * in your 
Recovery and Salvation. 


Here then Vou have the Promiſe, the Invitation, 
the Cath of the LORD. Can there be greater En- 
couragement ? Will not this threefold" Cord draw 
You ?—Should You ſay; I cannot turn. I am 
« tied and bound with the Chain of my Corruptions. 
« Ol that CHRIST” —PFear not. He will, He will. 
He that ſends his Miniſter to give You this Ex- 
hortation ; He that has ſent His SPIRIT to work 
this Deſire in your Soul; He that has ſpilt His Blood 
to obtain all Bleſſings for you; He will put forth his 
Strength, and turn You to Himſelf. He ſtretched 
forth his Hand, and faved Peter from linking in the 
tempeſtuous Sea. What He did to Him, is a Pat- 
tern and à Pledge of what He will do for you.— 
Only continue to ſeek his Face. Let your Heart 
talk of Him. Set his unbounded Goodneſs and 
Almighty Power before your Eyes, Meditate on 
bis infinite Propitiation and incomprehenſible Merits. 
Conſider his everlaſting Righteouſneſs and never- 
ceafing Interceſſion. Look upon all theſe as your 
own. To look upon them as your own, You have a 
Warrant ; You have a Conmand.—And if CHRIST 
has done ſo great Things for You, You may aſ- 
ſuredly believe, that, in kis due Time, in his * : 
Manner, He will bring you ſpiritual Health and Cure. - 
He will carry on what he has begun, and enable you 
to grow in Grace. He will comfort your Hearts, 
and eſtabliſh you in every good Work. 


Shall I proceed ?—I have already been copious ; 5 


perhaps, ſomewhat tedious, Yet You will bear with 


5 me, 
4 
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me, on this diſtinguiſhed and ſolemn Occaſion. 


Yes, You will bear with me a little longer. For 


I am loth, very loth to diſmiſs You, without per- 
ſuading You. Perſuading ! Alas, I cannot. GOD, 


and none but GOD, can perſuade Fapheth . _—_ | 
ver, as an Inftrument in His SPE erin Hand, let. 


me addreſs you once again. . 
I obſerve- ſeveral Parſons heres. on this Day of 


Raden who very rarely attend the public Wor- 


ſhip.— Why, my Friends, why do you wrong your 


own Souls? Why do You withdraw yourſelves from 


the Preaching of the Goſpel? Know ye not, that FE- 
$US paſſeth by + in the Way of his Ordinances? Here 


4 


* 


you may, like Bartimeus of old, approach the Son of 


David, and obtain Recovery of your Sight. Here you 
may obtain Faith and Holineſs. Faith cometh by. 
Hearing, and Holineſs by the Word of GOD. And 


are not theſe Bleſſings worth your Attendance? Can 


you live happily without them? Can you die com- 


: fortably without them! p Or can You, without them, 


be prepared to meet your GOD, when He cometh 


to judge the World ?—Why ſhould You forſake 
the aſſembling yourſelves together? Do you hear 


terrifying or diſtreſſing Doctrines in this Place? Is 


not this the Houſe of Praiſe, as well as of Prayer ? 
Does not the joyful Sound echo under theſe Roofs ? 
Is not CHRIST ſet forth crucified before Your E yes? 


Crucified for ſuch Offenders as You? Crucified, that 
ſuch- Offenders as You may be pardoned ; may be 


accepted; may be glorified? And will you deſpiſe 


ſuch a divinely campaliionate 8 A VI O UR? 2 


9 Gen. ! IX. 24. : # 7 Matt. xx XX. 30. 


You 
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| You refuſe ſuch aſtoniſhingly rich Mercies? OI 
that hereafter You may be glad, when they ſay unto 
You, Let us go into the Courts of the LOR D®, 


Should my Wiſhes prove vain, I have at leaſt 


delivered my Meſſage. If you periſh through Ob- 


ſtinacy and Unbelief, I am clear from your Blood. 
I call Heaven and Earth to witneſs, You have been 
warned; You have been inſtructmed; You have been 
exhorted. You cannot ſay, You periſh for Lack of 
Knowledge. For Life and Salvation have been ſet 
before You ; have been brought to your very Door; 
and You are importuned to lay hold of them. You : 
will therefore be without . and have no Cloke 
for your Guilt. 


But why ſhould I leave You with ſuch e 
Apprehenſions? Let me hope better Things of You. 
Let me hope, that You will not diſregard theſe Ad- 
monitions ; however You may have diſregarded 100 
many Exhortations of this Kind. This is a remark- 

able Day. O] that it may be memorable on Ac- 

count of your turning to GOD. Let this be its Diſ- 
tinction, through all your future Life. Let this be 
its Diſtinction, through all the Ages of Eternity. 
That You may ſay—when Death ſummons You 
into the inviſible State ; when the Trump of GOD 
calls You to the great Tribunal ; when You mingle. 
with Saints and Angels in the Kingdom of Heaven— 


« Blefled be G OD for that ſolemn Day, and its ſa- 


« cred Exerciſes! That was the Day of my better 
Birth. Then I began to conſider. Then I be- 
« gan to pray. Then I began to fee my undone 


* Pal. Cxxili. 1. | 
& Condi- 


The Way of Holingſi. 1 


2 Condition, and my extreme Need of a 8 A- 
* VIOUR. Then too I ſaw FE os, giving Him- 
& ſelf a Sacrifice for my Sins, and redeeming me to 
« GOD with his Blood.” —Happy ! Thrice happy! 
Tnexpreſſibly happy Day! if thus, if thus improved! 


Lou have, I preſume, abſtained from your uſual 
Food; ; as You have been joining in Confeſſion, 
Supplication, and Prayer. This is well done. But 
this is only Half; rather it is, by infinite Degrees, 
the ſmalleſt Part of your Duty. It is not ſaid, 

When the wicked Man abſtaineth from his uſual 
Food, but ben He turneth from his Wickedneſs. 
It is not ſaid, When He joins in public Confeſſion 
to GOD, but When He doeth that which is. lawful 
and right. Thx he ſhall ſave—He ſhall-fave bis 
Saule ſhall fave his Soul alive, O that all, 

from the King on the Throne, to the Labourer in 
the Barn; from the higheſt Nobleman, to he 
meaneſt N that all might now be inclined, 

now be enabled, to turn unto the SAVIOUR of the 
World. In Him Millions, unnumbered Millions of 
wretched Sinners, have found Recovery and Liberty. 
Recovery from the Death, and Liberty from the Bon- 
dage of Sin. And (bleſſed be his unbounded Grave] 


yet there is Room. 


Then the national Faſt would be a national Ble 72 
ing. Whereas, without this all important Turning 
to the adorable SAVIOUR, What will the Formali- 
. ties of our Devotion ſignify ? They will be a mere 
Lip-Labour; a religious Trifling. Nay; they will 
be a ſolemn Mockery of the ALMIGHTY, and 

| provoke his Abhorrence.—Does not JEHOVAH | 
Himſelf ſpeak. to the ſame-Purpoſe ? Is it ſuch a Faſt 
| SY H - that 


98 be Way of 22 1 
that. Ndav⸗ choſen ? A Day for a Man to Miet Sie 
Soul? Is it to bow down his Head as a Bulruſh, and to 
Spread Sackcloth and Aſhes under Him? To diſcon- 
tinue your ordinary Buſineſs, and refrain from a 
Meal's Meat? To make alittle doleful Lamentation, 
and put up a few Petitions, extorted by Fear? Will 
You call this à Faft, faith the High and Holy One, 
with an Air of ſovereign Contempt ! This an accep- 
able Day to the LORD? No, verily; it is the moſt 
odious Hypocriſy. Like crying, Hail Maſter, with 
the Tongue; while Treachery and Enmity fill the 
Heart. Unlſs You turn to CHRIST, that You 
may be waſhed; that You may be juſtified; that 
You may be ſanctified. That, having Remiſſion 
of Sins through his Blood, and Peace of Conſcience 
through his Grace, You may feel the Bands of 
Wackedneſs looſed, and may become the willing Ser- 
vants of Righteouſneſs, 


When this is done, We anſwer the End of our 
ſacred Aſſembly, and the Deſign of GOD's alarm. 
ing Viſitations, When this is done, We may rea- 
ſonably hope—that as Individuals, our Light ſhall 
break forth like the Morning, and our Health ſhall 
foring forth ſpeedily—that as a Community, the Ta- 
vour of GOD ſhall go before Us, and the (ory of the 
LORD hall be aur Rereward*, 
Then may we look around on our moſt enraged 
Enemies, and ſay with the Plalmiſt ; Though an Het 
of Men ſhould encamp againſt me, yet foall nat my Heart 
he afraid . Then may we look backward to the late 
defolating Earthquake, and fay with the Believers of 
| old; G O1 is our Refuge and Strength ; therefore wilt L 


„ Iſai, li. 3. + Pſal. xxvii. 3. 


we 
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We not fear, though the Earth be removed, and though 
the Mountains be carried into the Miadſt of the Sea * 


Then may We look forward to an incomparably 


more dreadful Scene, even to the righteous JUDGE 
and the great Tribunal, and ſay with the triumphant 


5 Apoſtle; ; Who ſhall lay any Thing to our Charge? It 


is God that juſtiſteth +. 


N me entreat You therefore, 8 for the 
Sake of your own immortal Souls, and for the Wel- 
fare of our endangered Nation; let me charge Vou, 
by all that is deſirable in e and awful in Eter- 
nity; not to neglect theſe Counſels. Being ſo ſo- 
lemnly reproved, if You harden your Neck, your 
Deſtruction cometh ſuddenly, and that without Re- 
medy J. Having theſe Warnings from the divine 


Word, and Warnings from the divine Providence, 
if Te fill de wickedly ; it is not Man, it is not — 


Angel, it is GOD HIMSELF who declares 
Ye ſhall be conſumed—-even Y:—your Country—and 
* your OE ||. | 


* 


* Pſal. ao I, 2. + Rom. viii. 33. f Prov. 
XXIX, 1. i Sam, xii. 25. 
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God } forbid that I ſhould glory, ſve in the Crop | 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


Ts Croſs of CHR IST, was the "GS 

ite Topic of St. Paul's Contemplation, 

— The Croſs of CHRIST was the cho« 

ſen Subject of his Sermons, and the grand 

Theme of his Writings,—At all Times, and 

- in every Capacity, he profeſſed, he avowed, 
he gloried in, the Croſs of CHRIST—Nay, 
what is very remarkable, he gloried in nothing 
elſe—And, what is ſtill more obſervable, he abhor=  _. 
red the Thought of glorying 1 in any thing elſe. He 
ſpeaks of ſuch a Practice in the Language of De- 
teſtation and Dread; accounting it a high Degree, | 
both of Folly and of Wickedneſs: GOD forbid that T | 

' ſhould glory, ſave in _ Croſs of our LORD FESUS 

CHRIST. | 


It may, therefore, be an Employ n of our 
preſent Attention, to enquire into the Nature, the 
Reaſonableneſs, and the Wiſdom, of this Reſolution. 
All which, I hope, will appear, if we conſider, 
"EA | I. In 


— 
—— 4 —— > 
7 


— 
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The Croſs of Chrift 
J. ir what the Apoſtle would not glory. 


\ 


IL. In what * did glory. 


IH. What Reaſon he had, to Whey in the Croke of 
CHRIST. 


Theſe Points being briefly diſpatched, I ſhall beg 
Leave to add a Word of Application ; ſuggeſted by 
the Tenor of the Diſcourſe, and adapted to the Cir- 
cumſtances of my ſeveral Hearers. And may that 
adorable JE SLU, who has exchanged his Croſs for an 

heavenly 5% 29 accompany all with his divine 
Bleſſmg ! | | rm 
Let us then enquire, . : 


1.-In what the Apoſtle did not glory Not in the 
Greatneſs of his Learning, as a Scholar. He was 
brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel, educated by the 
moſt famous Tutor of the Age. Nor was his Ge- 
nius, or his Induſtry, inferior to the other Advanta- 
ges of his Education, Yet all theſe Advantages, 
with their correſpondent Acquiſitions, he accounted 
no better than pompous Ignorance, or refined Folly. 


Not in the Striftneſs of his Life, as a Few; In 
this reſpect, he profited above his Equals: Mas taught 
according to the perfect Manner of the-Law of the Fa- 
thers*; after the flreighteſt Sec of their Religion he lived 
a Phorifc + : Was zealous, exceedingly zealous, 
of the whole ceremonial Law, and of all the traditio- 
nal Conſtitutions. Which Accompliſhments muſt fi- 


iſh his Character among his Countrymen; muſt FRED 
\ 


„% ; ++. + As xxvh 5. 
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the Chriſtian's Glory, 105 
his Way to ſome of the firſt Honours of the Nation; 
and gave him a Name among thoſe Worthies, wha, 


were reputed the Excellent of the Earth. But what others 
counted Gain, this he counted Loſs for CHRIST. 


Not in the Emineucy of his Gifts, not in the Extent. 
of his Uſefulneſs, as a Chriſtian Miniſter.— He had 
been caught up into the third Heaven; had heard the 
Words of God, and ſeen the Viſion of * Almighty;. - 
had wrought all manner of Wonders, and Signs, and 
mighty Deeds.—What was ſtill more valuable, he 
had planted Churches, and converted Souls. His- 
Lahours were gone out into all Lands, and his 
Words into the Ends of the Earth.,—Yet all theſe- 
Acquirements, before the infinite GOD, were defec=, © 
tive. All theſe Performances, in point of Juſtification, 5 
were inſufficient, Therefore, in none of theſe he 
gloried.— Which reminds me of the ſecond Enquiry, 


II. In what the Apoſtle did glory !—He gloried i in 
a Croſs, Strange! what fo ſeandalous as a Croſs? 
On a Croſs rebellious Slaves were executed, The 
Croſs was execrable among Men, and accurſed even 
by GOD *., Yet the Apoſtle glories in the Croſs - 
Crucifixion not being uſed among us, the Expreſſion | | 
does not ſound fo harſh; neither is the Idea fo horrid, 
But to the Ear of a Galatian, it conveyed much the 
ſame Meaning as if the Apoſile had gloried i in a Hal- 
5 - "2er; N in the Gallows ; reg in a Gibbet +. 


5 Stupid | 


* Gal. iii. Os 


+ Some Perſons, I am informed, were diſguſted it 
| theſe Words, Halter, Gallows, Gibber. They are ſo hor- 
ridly contemptible!— To whom I would. reply; That 
the Croſs, 1 in point of Ignominy and T orment, included 
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* Stupid Creature] (perhaps ſome may reply.) To 
% undervalue the moſt ſubſtantial Endowments, and 
" glory in Infamy itſelf!“ But ſtop a Moment, 
and hear the Apoſtle farther. He glaries in the Croſs 
of CHRIST; that illuſtrious Perſon, who was anointed 
to be the all- inſtructing Prophet, the all-atoning 
Prieſt, and the all- conquering King of the Church. — 
In the Croſs of CHRIST JESUS; who, by the Diſ- 
charge of all thoſe important Offices, ſhould ſave his 
People from the Dominion of Sin, and from the 
Damnation of Hell.—ln the Croſs of CHRIST 
JESUS, OUR LORD; and not ours only, but 
LORD of All, who doeth according to his Will, 
in the Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
the Earth . ho hath on his YVeflure, and on his 


Thigh, a Name written, KING OF KINGS, AND 
Lord oF LoRDs +. f 


all this and more. Unleſs the Exgliſb Reader forms to 
himſelf ſome ſuch Image, he will never be able to appre- 
hend the ſcandalous Nature, and ſhocking Circumſtances, 
of his Divine Maſter's Death. _ RN: : 
The Words, I muſt confefs, were diver/ifed, and the 
Sentiment was reiterated, on purpoſe to affect the Mind 


wich this aſtoniſhing Truth. Neither can I prevail upon 


myſelf to expunge the Expreflions ; unleſs I could ſub- 
Ktitute others of a more ignominious and execrable Im- 
port. Only I would beg of the ſerious Reader to ſpend a 
loment in the following Reflection: — Is it- ſo?, That 
ce a polite and delicate Ear, can hardly endure ſo much as 
c the Saund of the Words? How amazing then was 
* the Candeſcenfion! How charming and adorable the 
re Goodneſs of GOD's illuſtrious Son; to bear all that is 
« fignified by theſe intolerably vile Terms! Bear it avil- 
& lingly, bear it chearfully, for us Men, and our Salva- 


. iv. 3 # Rev. xix. 16. 
* Dan. iv. 35. + Rev. xix. 16. 
9 | © n 


The Chriftian's Glory. 10 
And is it poflible' for any human Heart to con- 
template the Croſs of ſo divine a Being, and nor ta 
glory? Is it poſlible to ſay, Angels, be rules aver yau 5 
' but be died, be died on @ Croſs far me; and not exult in 
ſuch tranſporting Beneficence IR wil be more. 
evident, if we examine, 


III. What Reaſon the Apoſtle had, to N in the 
Croſs of CHRIST. The Croſs, tho! in itſelf an ig- 
nominious Tree, yet being the Croſs of CHRIST, 
is infinitely ennobled. It becomes the Tree of Life. 
It bears the divineſt Fruit. Its Cluſters are all ſpiritual 
and heavenly Bleſſings. Two or three of thoſe Cluſters, 
you will permit me to ſelect; and may the GOD 
of all Mercy make them better than a F w to 
every humble Saul ! | 


One Bleſling is the Pardon of Sin. The Pardow 
of all Sin, original and actual: Sin that is remem- 
bered, and Sin that is forgotten: Sin, however cir- 
cumſtanced, or however aggravated. The Pardon 
of all was purchaſed by the Death of CHRIST,— 
completely purchaſed ;—ſo that, againſt the true Bee 
liever, Sin ſhall never riſe up. in Judgment; Shall not 
fo much as be mentioned unto him *; ſhall be done away, 
as tho? it had never been. For * faith the Em- 
baſſadour of the Prince of Peace; © Be it known unto 
& you, Men and Brethren, that thro' this Man is preach= 
& ed unto you the Forgiveneſs of Sins; and by him all 
&* that believe are juſtified from all Things +.” Oh my 

Soul! My guilty Soul! What are all the Kingdoms 

of the World, and the Glories of them, compared 


| - Ezek. xviii. 22. | 4 Accs xiii. 38. 
with 


RY 
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_ 2» he Croſs of Chrift © 
with this ineffable Bleſling ! Yet. this + is but one 
among a Multitude. 1 5 95 


Another Benefit, - accruing from the Croſs of 
CHRIST, is Reconciliation with GOD. ben! we 
were Enemies, we were reconciled to GOD, by the 
Death of his Son *. Not pardoned only, but accepted; 
from a State of Fe reſtored to a State of Favorr ; 
even that  Fawour, which is better than Life + —A, 
Privilege of ſuch ſuperlative Excellency, that it was 
celebrated in the Hymns of Angels. When the hea- 
venly Hoſt uttered. a Song, this was the Subject of 
their harmonious Joy: Glory be to GOD in the Higb- 
9% and on Earth, Peace; Good-will towards Men 1. 


« By the Birth of this wonderful Child, and the 


« Death he ſhall ſuſtain, Peace is made between 
« Heaven and Earth. And not Peace only, but a 
& divine Friendſhip F commences. GOD regards the 
« I" apoſtate Race of Men, not only without In- 


iy Luke ii. 14 


There 83 to be a beautiful 8 in this | 
Angelick Hymn. Good-will is more expreſſive, and de- 
notes a richer- Bleſſing, than Peace. — The Original 
Evdbna, is a Word of the moſt amiable and noble Mean- 
ing. It ſignifies a very high E/eem, and-a very tender Be- 
newolence. By a Word of the ſame Import, the Almighty 
FATHER expreſſes his infinite Satisfaction, in the Per- 
fon and Undertaking of his beloved SON. Matt. iii. 17. 

Would my Reader have the livelieſt Paraphraſe on this 
Paſſage? Or ſee the Actings of this divine Complacency, 
deſcribed with inimitable Delicacy ? Let him attend to 
the Prophet Zephaniah : The LORD thy GOD, in the © 
Midft of thee, is mighty. He will ſave: He will rejoice 
over T hee with Joy: He will reſt in his N He will j Jv 


oder Thee with finging, Ch. iii. 17 


- 


& dignation, 


/ 


the Chriftian' s 2 10 


- of dignation, but with Complacency and Wt . 
4 He rejoices over them, to do them Good. 


Another Benefit is Holineſs: Or, if you pleaſe, 


the true, the Chriſtian Morality.—Let none think, 


the Believer in JESUS diſparages true Morality. True 


. © Morality is the Image of the bleſſed GOD. It is moſt 
_ charmingly delineated throughout the whole Bible. 
It is the Beginning of Heaven! in the human Soul. And 


its proper Origin is from the Croſs of our divine MAS. 
TER. For thro” the Merits of his Death, Sinners 


are made Partakers of the HOLY SPIRIT; who 


writes upon their Hearts, and makes legible in their 
Converſation, what was antiently written upon the 
Mitre of the High-Prieſt, Hol Ix ESS To THE LORD 
And, oh! what a Motive is the Croſs of CHRIST, to 
the Exerciſe of every Virtue | He died; my LORD, 

my JUDGE, my KING, died; to redeem me from all 


| Tallis and make me zealous of good Works, How 
powerfully, far beyond any naked Inſtructions, or ab- 


firaft Reaſonings, do ſuch Conſiderations invite us 
urge us —conſtrain us + to renounce all Ungodlineſs, 


and adorn the Goſpel of GOD our SAVIOUR! 


Another Bleſſing is, Victory over Death.—This 
alſo is the Fruit of that once deteſted, but now ever 
beloved, Tree. For thus it is written; That through 


Deut. xxviii. 5 4 2 Care: v. 10 


Religion! Thou the Soul of Happineſs ; * how 
And, groaning Calvary, of Thee! There ſhine _ 
The nobleſt Truths; here, ſtrongeſt Motives e 
There, ſacred Violence aſſaults the Soul! 

There, nothing Dot Compulſion is forborne. 
— Ns. IV. 
| I 5 @ 
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Death, be might defray him who had the Power of Deaths, 
that is, tht Devilz and deliver them who, through Pear 
of Death, were all their Life-time ſubject to Bondage *. 
& Devil is faid to bare the Power of Death; be- 


eauſe by tempting, too ſucceſsfully, our firſt Parents, | 


he brought Death into the World; becauſe by tempt- 
ing their Poſterity to Sin, and too often prevailing, 
he arrays Death in Horror, he arms Death with its 
Sting. But CHRIST, by expiating our Guilt, has diſ- 
armed this laſt Enewy ; ; has taken away its Sting 
and made it not Loſs, but Gain to dis +.— The Gay, 
and the Healthy, know not how to form an Eſtimate 
of this Deliverance, Nor can any Words of mine de- 
ſcribe it, with proper Energy. Go to dying Beds ; 
there you will learn its true Worth, Aſk ſome agonix- 
ing Friend; he, and he alone, can tell you what a 
Bleffing it 15, to have the King of Kn converted 


into a Meſſenger of Peace. 


One Bleſſing more [ would mention, and earneſtly 

wiſh it, in due Time, to all my Hearers An Eu- 
trance into Heaven, This too is the Produce of our 
Redeemer's Croſs, —St. John ſaw a bright Aſſembly 
of bappy Beings, clothed with white Robes, and 
Palms in their Hands ; rejoicing before the Throne 
of GOD. Theſe, ſaid one of the Venerable Elders, 


_ ate they who came out of great Tribulation, and have 


waſhed their Robes, and made them white in the Blood of 
the LAMB. FHtRErFore are they before the Throne g. 
T bey came out of great Tribulation : They ſuffered, 


it is probable, in the Service of CHRIST, Perhaps, 


* Heb, ii. 14. 98 | + Phil. i. 21. 1 Rev, vii: 9. 
14. at | 1 : X - | 
they. 


The Cbriſiams Gi. 111 
they laid down their Lives for his Sake. But this 
was nat their Paſſport into the Regions of Bliſs.— 
They waſhed their Robes in the Blood of the LAMB; 


They had applied to their on Souls, the Merits and 
Atonement of the crucified FESUS. By this means, 
they were preſented without Spot and blameleſs. On 
this Account, they were admitted to © ſee the King 
« of Heaven in his Dung? z?? and to be n ever 
with the LORD. | | 


Since then the Croſs of CHRIST was 1 | 
of ſuch 8 Love; ſince it is productive of Be- 
nefits, innumerable, invaluable, and eternal; was, 
there not a Cauſe, for the Apoſtle'to glory on this Be- 
half ?!—Nay, might not the very Stones have cried 
out, to reproach him with Inſenſibility and Ingratitude 

if he had neglected to glory in the Croſs of CHRIST? 
| —And ſince this Love was ſhewed; theſe Benefits 
were procured ; not for Him only, but for Us, and 
for all Generations; does not this afford me an Op- 
portunity of applying \ the Doctrine to "I n. 
ad Hearer | 


1. Let me addreſs, or rather let me cute; 
my Brethren in the Miniftry,—Though you cannot 
controul the Laws of Nature; though you cannot ſee 
into the Secrets of Futurity ; you have the ſame Cauſe 
of Glorying with the very chiefeſt of the Apoſtles. 
A Cauſe of Glorying, which that holy Man of GOD 
eſteemed, far above all ſuch miraculous Abilities. 
You have the Croſs of * | 


* Iſa, xxxiii. 17. 
For 
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For your Study, as Men: 
For your Hope, as Chriſtians : 
N or your Preaching, as. Mint ifters. 


For your Study, as Mon. Here the reaſoning F 2 
culties may exert themſelves with everlaſting Im- 
provement, and everlaſting Delight. Here, we con- 
template the Wonders, the unparalleled Wonders, 
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of a GOD made Man : Dying as a Pattern of Pati- | 
ence; as a Martyr for Truth; as an all perfect Sa- 
crifice for Sin.—Here, the LORD JEHOV AH hath 
1 fully granted, what his Servant Moſes“ ſo earneſtly 
1 requeſted: He hath made a his Glory to paſs, defore ; 
al _ the aſtoniſhed Eyes of Angels, and of Men. Here, 
Þ Fuſtice has ſet her moſt awful Terrors in Array; even 
0 | while Goodneſs appears, with inexpreſſible Lovelineſs, | 
g j and the moſt attractive Beauty. Here, Truth, more 
i l; | unſhaken than a Rock, takes her immoveable Stand: 
1 Aud Mercy, tenderer than the Mother's Tear, yearns 


with Bowels of everlaſting Pity.—In a Word; the 
Croſs of CHRIST'is a conſpicugus 'Theatre, on which 
all the Divine Perfections unite and harmonize, and 
thine forth with tranſcendent Luſtre, 


As Chriſtians we have, in the Croſs of CHRIST, 
| the richeſt” Proviſion for our own ſpiritual Wants. 
This is a Foundation of the ſublimeſt Hope, and a 

Fountain of the moſt exuberant Foy, This affords 
Matter for the deepeſt Humility, and yields Fuel for 
the moſt flaming Love. Faith in our crucified FESUS, 
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1 is an ever- acting Principle of the moſt chearful and 
Bt exact Obedience: Is an ample and inexhauſtible Ma- 


gazine, 


” 
. Ce td es A A A . AE. = Ee 0 


IPP ae es EEE 


—— Se eat; 


the Chriſtiaus Gloty: 113 
gazine from which we may fetch Arms to conquer; 
_ abſolutely conquer, the Allurements of the World, 
the Solicitations of the Fleſh, and the F cinptitions 
of the Devil. —By this, a Way i is opened for us into 
the Holy of Holies; and what may we not venture to 
aſk, what may we not expect to receive, who have 
the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant to plead, in all 
our Approaches to the Throne of Grace! Having, 
therefore, ſuch an HIidH-PRIESTH; ; having in his 
Croſs unſearchable Riches ; Who ſliall make our 
glorying void? What ſhall binder us from rejoicing 
and ſaying, © Bleſſed be G OD, for theſe opening 
<« Beauties bf Spring !- Bleſſed: be G OD, for the 
« expected fruits of Autumn] Bleſſed be G OD, for 
ct ten thouſand thouſand Gifts of his indulgent Pro- 
ce vidence ! But above all, bleſſed be GO for the 


6 Croſs of CHRIST!” 


As Miniſters of the Goſpel, We are not left to ſet 
before our Hearets a Syſtem of refined Heatheniſm ; 
or to entertain them with | cold, ſpiritliſs Lectures of 
Virtue. No; we have the infinitely tender Love, the 
immenſely free Grace; of the Bleeding dying IMMA- 
NUEL; to diſplay to improve to enforce. And is 
there a Topick, in the whole Compaſs of Oratory ; 
is there an Argument; amidſt all the Stores of Rea- 
fon; ſo admirably calculated to touch the fine/ff 
Movements of the Soul? To ſtrike all the inmo/# 
Springs of Action, with the moſt perſuaſive, the 
moſt commanding Energy? — Would we alarm 
the Supinez or intimidate the Preſumptuous ® We 
may call them to behold GOD's own SON, welter- 
ing in Blood ; GOD's own SON, transfixed with 
the Arrows of Juſtice, We may bid them con- 

I | | ſider 5 


* 


14 The n. of Chr 
ſider; if Judgment begins with the immaculate Me- 
diator, where ſhall the irreclaimable Sinner _ 
How will he eſcape the Stroke, how bear the Weight, 
of GOD's everlaſting Vengeance ?— Would we com- 
fort the Diftreſſed? We may point them to an Atone- 
ment, whoſe Merits are infinite, and able to ſave. to 
the very uttermaſt x. We may lead them to a Righte- 
ouſneſs, whoſe Efficacy is unbounded, and ſufficient to 
Juſtify the Ungodly, And what Balm can be fo ſove- 
reign, for a wounded Conſcience ?—Are we to ſup- 
port the Vea, and animate the Daubting? Here, 
we may ſhew them Promiſes ; free Promiſes ; ex- 
ceeding great and precious Promiſes ; ratified by the 
Oath of JEHOVAH, and ſealed by the Blood of 
his Son. And what Cordials can be ſo reſtorative 
to the drooping Chriſtian ? 


In ſhort ; the Doctrine of the Croſs is ſuited to 
anſwer all the great Ends of our Miniſtry, and pro- 
mote all the truly valuable Interefts of our People. By 
this, the HOLY SPIRIT delights to work. And 
this, O Satan, fhall be thy Plague : This, O Sin, 
ſhall be thy Deſtruction . — However, therefore, the 
Croſs might be to the Fes a Stumbling-block, and 
to the Greeks Fooliſhnels ; : GOD forbid, that we 

ſhould glory i in any thing elſe Let this be the Apha 


ba Heb. vii. 25. 


1 To Man the bleeding Crofs has ien all: 
The bleeding Croſs has ſworn eternal Grace: 
Who gave his Life, what Grace will He deny? 


e Ne Iv. 


1 Hoſ, xiii. 14. 
e and 


the Chriſtian i Glory: - It; 
And Omega the Beginning and Ending *, of all our 
publick Miniſtrations. —Let Us leave a Savour of this 
Knowledge, which is far better than precious Oint- 
7 ment, inevery private Company. —Let it appear from 
All our Converſation, That the Aﬀettions of our Heart, 
and the Labburs of our Life; ate devoted; wholly 
devoted, to our adored REDEEMER's Crofs;— 
Happy the People, who are under the Care of ſuen 
Miniſters ! and 4 the Minifters; who walk ac- 


cording to this R | 

2. Let me KR al true Believers. Thoſe, who 
are vile in their own Eyes; and to whom CHRIST 
alone is precious. Remember, Brethren, what is writ- 
ten in the Prophet: It is a Deſeription of your State: It 
is a Direction for your Conduct, In the LORD, the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, all all the Seed of I 


be juſtified; and in HIM fall they glory +. 


Let nohe ſay, that Religion i is a gloomy or . 


jortable State: I call upon you this Day to rejoice f. 
Let none ſay that Religion is a mean ot deſpicable 


The Author who coüld write the /pifited and evergh- 
"WM ty Lines which follow, muſt doubtleſs have this Convic- 


on deep on his Heart: a 
Thou, my Al? 


R eee 

My Strength in Age! My Riſe in low Eſtate! 

My Soul's Ambition, Pleatare; Wealth My World! 
My Light in Darkneſs! and my Life in Death! 
My Boaſt through Time! Bliſs through Eternity! 

My Sacrifice! My G !/— What Things are thele ! 

- Night-Thonghts, No IV 


| '+ Ifai. xiv. 25. 
t 'Tis this makes Chri/tian Triumph, a Command: 


*Tis this makes Joy a Duty to the Wiſe. _ - 
| Night-Thoughts, Ne IV. 
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116 E be Crofs of Chriſt 
Thing: I call upon you this Day, to glory. And 
have the divine Authority for both #.—You will diſ- 
- honour the bleſſed 7E SUS; you will diſparage his 
' ſurpaſſing Excellency; if you do not confide in him, 
and make your Boaft of him, CHRIST is King 
of Heaven; CHRIST is Judge of the World! 
CHRIST is GOD over all. And of ſuch a SAVI- 
OUR ſhall we not glory ? Yes, verily: And in all 
Circumſtances, and on every Occaſion. 


Amidſt your manifold Infirmities, glory in CHRIST, 
For, though he was crucified in Weakneſs, he hath 
all Power, in Heaven and Earth. And it is written 
before Him; it is one of his immutable Decrees ; 
Sin ſhall not "ns Dominion over you +.—Amidſt your 
various Failings, glory in CHRIST; For his Righ- 
teouſneſs covers all your Imperfections; his Righte- 
ouſneſs ſecures You from Wrath and Condemnation; 
and, though deficient in yourſelves, you are complete 
in him . Under the Preſſure of Tribulations, lift up 
your Heads, and glory in the Croſs. Becauſe the Cap- 
tain of your Salvation, was made perfect through Suf- 
ferings. If You ſuffer with Him, you ſhall alſo reign 
with Him. And the Sufferings of this preſent Time, are 
not worthy to be compared with the Happineſs, which 
CHRIST has purchaſed with his Agonies, and will 
quiekly beſtow on his People. When Death approach- 
es; Death that cuts off the Spirit of Princes, and is terri- 


* Kavyaoua, the Word in our Text, denotes the Act 
of Rejoicing, as well as of Glorying. Thus it is tranſlated. 
Nom. v. 1. And indeed this it always * 


Eßſal. v. 11. P/al. exlix. 5. Sept. Tranſl. 
+ Rom. vi. 14. 4 Coloſſ. ii. 10. 


ble 


21 wi 
ble among the Kings of the Earth; do you till glory 
in the Croſs. Adhering to this Banner, you may 
boldly and triumphantly ſay; O Death, Where is thy 
Sting? O Grave, where is thy Viftory *? When 
that great, tremendous Day ſhall come, which puts an 
End to Time and terreſtrial Things; when that aw- 
ful, that majze/tic Voice, is heard, which commands all 
the Race of Adam to, appear at the Bar; then, my 
dear Brethren in CHRIST, then alſo ſhall you glory 
in the Croſs. When others, in an Agony of Terror, 
call upon Rocks to fall on them, and Mountains to 
overwhelm them; This ſhall be your ſedate Appeal; 
rather, this ſhall be your heroick Challenge; ho ſhall 
lay any thing to the Charge of GOD's Elec? It is GOD. 
that juſtifieth. Who is he that condemneth? Tt is 
CHRIST that died $.—Then ſhall you enter the 
Harbour of eternal Reſt ; not like a ſhipwrecked Ma- 
riner cleaving to ſome broken Plank, and hardly 
eſcaping the raging Waves; but like ſome ſtately 


Cor. xv. 55. This is evidently the Language of a 
Congueror, addreſſed to ſome formidable, but vanguiſped 
Enemy — We ſhall form no improper Idea of this fignifi- * 
cant and beautiful Paſſage ; if we picture to ourſelves the 
good Apoſtle, in the Attitude of thoſe Hebrew Captains 
who ſet their Feet on the Necks of the five Canaaniti/ſh 
Kings, Jeb. x. 24. If we ſuppoſe him in ſuch a Poſ- 
ture, to utter this animated Exclamation, or rather this 
pious Inſult, over the two grand, but proſtrate Adver- 
ſaries of Mankind; O Death ] where is now thy Sting? 
«« Since CHRIST has expiated Sin, by the Sacrifice of 
«© himſelt? O! Graue, Where is now thy Victory? Since 
„ CHRIST is both riſen himſelf, and has aſcertained to 

„ his People a joyful Reſurrection? ? | 
+ Rom. viii. 33, 34. bf 
I 3 Veſſel, 


_—_ . 
_ = 
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Veſſel, with all her Sails expanded, and riding befor 
A proſperous Gale *. 


3- Let me caution the Self. * Thoſe, wha 
more frequently think of their own Piety, than of 
CHRIST": Obedience ; are more apt to cry out. with 
the Phariſee, I am no Extortioner, no Adulterer ; than 
to confeſs with the Publican, G OD be merciful to me 
4 Sinner. What ſhall I ſay to theſe Perſons? Let me 
not be thought cenſarious, when my only Aim is to 


be faithful. Beware, I beſeech you beware, leſt you 


build for Eternity, not on a Roch, but on the Sand. 
However you may appear in your own Si 'ght; before 
the adorable Majeſty of the everlaſting GOD, before 
the conſummate Perfection of his holy Law, you are 

leſs than nothing ; you are worſe than nothing. 

You are, indeed you are, Deficiency : and Sin. Re- 
nounce, therefore, renounce all Dependence on Self, 

Truſt no longer in a Refuge of Lyes: Leſt all your 
admired Attainments, at the Day of final Retribu- 
tion, be like Straw, and Hay, and Stubble, in Nebu- 


. chadnezzar's burning fiery Furnace. Imitate the bleſ- 


ſed Penman of iny Text. Are you blameleſs in your 
external Carriage? So was he. Are you exemplary. 
in many Points? So was he. Yet all this Righte- | 
oulneſs he accounted but Dung, far the E xcellency of t the 


* St. . 8 Expreſſion, Ez00005 N rex 
dat, is perhaps too nervous, and too noble, to admit 
of an adequate Tranſlation. The above Compariſon is, 
I think, a pertinent IIluſtration of the delicate Senti- 
ment, and the delightful Doctrine. A Ship wafted into 
the Port, under the full Influence of Wind and Tide, 


ſeems to afford the fineſt Repreſentation of a large, a 


rich an A Entrance. 2 Pet. i. 11. 5 


Knowledge 


the Cbriſtian s Glory, 119 
Knowledge of CHRIST JESUS his LORD ®.—Be 
this your Pattern, Write Emptineſs upon your own 
Duties; Emptineſs upon your own Works; and you 
ſhall be filled with all the Fuineſs of GOD your SA. 
VIOUR. Every other Cauſe of glorying, will be like 
the morning Cloud, or the early Dew, which paſ- 
ſeth away +. But this Cauſe of glorying, will fand 
faſt for evermore as the _ and as the faithful Mit- 
wa in Heaven f. 


Can I conclude; without adding a Word of Ad- 
monition to the Wicked? Thoſe I mean, who are 
Enemies to the Croſs of CHRIST; who mind 
earthly Things; but neither hunger nor thirſt after 
| Righteouſneſs. —My Soul remembers the Worm. 


wood and the Gall of ſuch a State; and cannot but 


tenderly pity theſe unhappy People. —Alas ! my 
Friends, what have you to glory in? The Devil and 
his Angels expect, ere long, to glory in your De- 
ſtruction. Thoſe malignant Fiends are eying you, 
as their Prey, and are impatient to begin your Tor- 
ment. Great, inexpreffibly great, is your Danger. 
The LORD Almighty open your Eyes to diſcern it! 
—— Nevertheleſs, your Cafe is not deſperate. You 
may yet be delivered, as a Bird out of the Snare of 
ce the Fowler.” Look unto the crucified FESUS. 
My does he hang on that Bloody Tree? Why are his 
Hands pierced with Iron? My is his Body racked 
with Pain? hy his Heart torn with Anguiſh? It is 
for you, Sinners, for you. That Blood is poured out, 
to cleanſe you from Guilt, Thoſe W ounds are ſuſtain- 
ed, to heal your Conſciences. That Anguiſh is endu- 
red, to obtain Reſt for your Souls. In that mangled 


* Phil. iii. 8. + Hof. vi. 4. 7 Pal. Ixxxix. 36. 
4 Oy 


8 


120 The Croſs of Chriſt, &c. 
Body dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead *. Great, be- 
yond Imagination great, is the Merit of thoſe Suffer= 
ings. Why then, O! why will you die? Why will you 
periſh for ever; who have an all-/ufficient Propitiation - 
inthe Croſs of CHRIST? Fly to this Sanctuary. Fly, 
before it be too late. Fly, without a Moment's De- 
lay. Tis an inviolable Sanctuary. None eyer periſhed, 
that fled by Faith to the compaſſionate, the divinely 
compaſſionate Redeemer. —His Death ſhall be a full 
Satisfaction for your Iniquities. A Senſe of his im- 
menſely rich Goodneſs ſhall win your Affections; ; ſhall | 
incline (what all the Threatnings of Damnation could 
never effect, ) ſhall incline you, to heath your Sins 
and to hve his Service; ſhall ſmooth your Path, wy 
; _ expedite your Progreſs to the Regions of immortal 
Honour and Joy. 


Having now, with great Plajnneſs of Sqoech, — 
dreſſed my Brethren in the Miniſtry; having exhorted 
Believers ; cautioned the Self-righteous ; and warned 
the I/icked; let me commend the Whole to your 2 
rious Recolleftion, and toGOD'sgracious Benediction.— 
And, O LORD moſt holy! O GOD moſt migh- 

66 ty! O holy and merciful SAVIOUR! by thine 

« Agonyand bloody Sweat—by thy Croſs and Paſſion” * 
— et not the Word now ſpoken, be i in vain in the 


L O RD! Amen and Amen. 
85 Coloſſ. 11. 9. 
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V1 A AO SUNDAY 


The Sentiments here offered againſt. the 3 Cuſtom . 
of profaning the Sabbath, will probably be a Satisfac= . 
tion to every ſerious Reader, and be produftive of much 


Good, eſpecially as it is in every Bodys Power to re- 
form one, and as then his own Conduct will be a tacit 


 Reproof to his Acquaintance, wha may probably through 
his Example be induced to weigh theſe Proceedings at- 
 tentively, and no longer follow a Multitude to do 
Evil.— It is certainly a Matter of Importance to en- 


guire whether Sunday Viſits are juſtifiable upon the 


Principles of Scripture and of Reaſon? as the conſcien- 
 tious Obſervation of the Sabbath has of late Years been 
fo. much diſregarded; and as it is now become the princi 


pal Day of Viſiting, among Perſons of all Ranks. The 


chief Advocates for the Continuance of ſuch a Practice 
ſhould met hints defend it publichly, that their Argu- 


ments may be properly examined, if (in their Opinion) 


h a Cuſtom can admit of any rational Defence. 


And thoſe who are NO. convinced by what is 
bere 
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120 The Croſs of Chriſt, &c. 

Body dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead *. Great, be- 
yond Imagination great, is the Merit of thoſe Suffer- 
ings. Why then, OI why will you die? Why will you 
periſh for ever; who have an all ſuſficient Propitiation 
in the Croſs of CHRIST? Fly to this Sanctuary. Fly, 


before it be too late. Fly, without a Moment's De- 


lay. Tis an inviolable Sanctuary. None ever periſhed, 
that fled by Faith to the compaſſionate, the divinely 
compaſſionate Redeemer. —His Death ſhall be a full 
Satisfaction for your Iniquities. A Senſe of his im- 
menſely rich Goodneſs ſhall win your Affections; ſhall | 
incline (what all the Threatnings of Damnation could 
never effect,) ſhall incline you, to oath your Sins 
and to Hove his Service; ſhall ſmooth your Path, alk 
expedite your Progreſs to the Regions of immortal 


| Honour and Joy. 


Having now, with great Plajnoefo of Speech, * 
dreſſed my Brethren in the Miniſtry; having exhorted 
Believers ; cautioned the Se. If-righteous ; and warned 
the Wicked; let me commend the Whole to your ſem 
rious Kocolledtion, and to GOD's gracious Benediftion.—: 
And, O LORD moſt holy! O GOD moſt migh- 
6 ty! O holy and merciful SAVIOUR! by thine 
« Agonyand bloody Sweat—by thy Croſs and Paſfun'!, 
— Jet not the Word now ſpoken, be i in vain in the 


LORD? * and Amen. 
TE Coloſſ. 11. 9. 
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The Sentiments here offered againſt the 3 Cuſtom . 
e profaning the Sabbath, will probably be a Satisſac- 


tion to every ſerious. Reader, and be productive of much 
Good, eſpecially as it is in every Body's Power to re- 
orm one, and as then his own Conduct will be a tacit 


| 'Reprodf to his Acquaintance, who may probably through) 
his Example be induced to weigh theſe Proceedings at- 


tentively, and no longer follow a Multitude to do 
Evil.— /t is certainly a Matter of Importance to en- 
guire whether Sunday Viſits are juſtifiable upon the 
Principles of Scripture and of Reaſon? as the conſcien- 
tious Obſervation of the Sabbath has of late Years been 
ſo. much diſregarded; and as it is now become the priuci- 
pal Day of Viſiting, among Perſons of all Ranks. The: 
chief Advocates for the Continuance of ſuch a Practice 
ſhould methinks defend it publichly, that their Argu- 


ments may be properly examined, if (in their Opinion) 


fuch a Cuftom can admit of any rational Defence. 


And thoſe who are Jufficiently convinced by what is_ 
here 
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122 Conſiderations on 


here advanted, ſhould reſolve to di ;ſcoptinue Sun- 
day Viſits themſelves, and diſcountenance them in 
athers, as far as they can conſiſtant with Decency and 
Prudence. — That the Number of ſuch well-diſpoſed Per- 
ſens may be aaily encreaſing is undoubtedly the hearty 
Wih of every one who ts ſincerely defirous of prometing 
the Glory of GOD, and the Gaad of ET Tk 


Qu. Whether it be right, for TRULY-SERIOUs Per- 
Jons to viſe on Sundays? 


E HE Perſons here mentioned, are the Truh- 


eri ous. As to many People, it matters not whether 
they are at Home or Abroad: GOD is not in all 


their Thoughts; they have no Concern for their 


eternal Welfare; they therefore are, in every Place, 


altogether and alike unprofitable, 


But when we begin to diſcern the Things that are 
excellent; when we ſincerely deſire to obtain Sal- 
be vation, with eternal Glory, by JESUS CHRIST ;” 
then, whether it be proper to fall in with the prevailing 


| Cuſtom of yiſiting on Sundays? is the Queſtion. 


Were our Companions religious, and was our 


Converſation edifying, 1 ſhould make no Scruple ta 
give my Voice in the Affirmative. Every Parlour 


would then be a little Sanctuary; would echo back the 


Exhortations, and fecond the Deſigns of the Pulpit, 
| And ye might truly fay, It is good for us to be here. 


But, alas! where do we find ſuch Company ? 
When do we hear ſuch Converſation? The general 
Converſation is all Impertinence. Not ſo much as 
ſeaſoned with a Spice of Religion, They zalk F Vanity 


yup 


4 


Viſiting on Sundays. T4 12 3 


every one with his Neighbour, Pſal. xii. 2. For which 
Reaſon, I cannot think it fafe or expedient, allow- 
able or innocent, HABITUALLY to viſit on Sundays. 


It is inconſiſtent with the beſt Example. I was in 
the Spirit on the LO R D.-Day, ſays St. Jobn. I was 
filled with the eee, of the HOLY 
SPIRIT, giving me clear Views of CHRISF, 
bright Hopes of Glory, and ſhedding abroad the Lows: | 
of GOD in my Heart. But is this compatible with 
the idle, trifling, inſignificant Chat, which engroſſes | 
our ordinary Viſits ? | 


OzJEcTIon I. Will it be faid, the Apoftle's 
was a peculiar Caſe ? I anſwer, it was a peculiarly- 
happy Caſe. And will a prudent Chriſtian relinquiſh 
the Proſpect of ſuch unſpeakable Happineſs, for the 
moſt empty and deluſive Amuſement ? But, I believe, 
it was not peculiar to the Apoſtle; ; rather the common, 
| Privilege of all Believers ; written as a Pattern for 
their Practice, and to be the Plan of their ExpeQa- 
tions. Pat 

It-is contrary to the Divine Prohibition. The ne- 
gative Law, relating to the Sabbath, is, Not doing thy 
own Ways, not finding thy own Pleaſure, not ſpeaking thy 
own Words, Iſaiah lviii, 13. Not doing thy own Mays; 
abſtaining from ſecular Buſineſs, and all worldly Pure 
ſuits. Not finding thy own Pleaſure ; renouncing all thoſe 
|  Recreations and Amuſements, which may tend to gra- 

tify thy Taſte, not to glorify thy almighty LORD. Net 
ſpeaking thy awn Words; converſing on ſpiritual, ſub- 
lime and heavenly Subjects, not on low, earthly, tem- 
oral Matters, which, having no Reference to the Cre- 


ator's Honour, are therefore called thy own, However 
| ſome 
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ſome People may act, or whatever they may think, 

this is the expreſs and unalterable Law, eſtabliſhed by 
the GOD of Heaven. Whether it be poſſible to 
mingle in modiſh Company, and obey this Law, let 
thoſe judge who are acquainted with the World. 


It breaks the Divine Command. The noltive Law 
relating to the Sabbath, is Remember the Sabbath Day, 
to keep it holy. REMEMBER, take particular Notice 
of THIS Injunction. It is a Duty greatly to be re- 
garded, and moſt conſcientiouſly to be obſerved. 
Upon the due Obſervance of this our Diſpoſition and 


Ability, to obſerve the other Precepts, in good Mea- 


ſure, depends. Keep it holy; devote it to holy Pur- 
poſes ; ſpend it in holy Exerciſes ; and not barely an 
Hour or two; not barely the Intervals of private and 
publick Dees but the Day; the Sabbath-day; 
the whole Day. Neither will the whole Day be too 
long, if we make Conſcience of diſcharging the ſeve- 
ral Duties of Religion, Reading, and Meditation; 
Prayer and Praiſe; teaching our Children, and in- 


ſtructing our Domeſticks ; examining our Hearts, 
and taking Heed to our Ways. All theſe Offices, if 


properly performed, will leave very little, rather no 
Time for unneceſſary Elopements. And ſhall we 
huddle over all theſe important Offices, or totally 
neglect ſome of them, only to indulge ourſelves in 
the moſt unprofitable Levities? at once doing an In- 
Jury to our ſpiritual Intereſts, and violating the Di- 
vine Precept. . 


I fearit will be a Kind of FEAT Ea afreſh our ble. 
ſed Maſter, Heb. vi. 6. This Expreſſion we have 
often read, but ik ourſelves free from the Guilt 

implied 


* 


} 
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implied in it, and indeed from the very Likelihood of 
contracting it. But let us be reminded, that we crucify 
our LORD afreſh, when we give others Oecaſion to 
conclude, that we have very little Eſteem for him, or 
Gratitude to bim. Conſequently, that he has little 
or no Excellency, for which we or others ſnould de- 
fre him. Now what elſe can the World conclude, 
when they ſee us giving into the Vanities of a licen- 
tious Mode, on that very Day, which is ſacred to 
the Commemoration of his Reſurrection ? * Surely, - 
« might the Children of this World ſay, if theſe 
« Chriſtians had any real Reverence for their LORD, 
they would ſhew it on his own Day. They would 
« either be retired to contemplate and adore him; 
© or elſe come abroad to exalt and glorify him. But 
« they come abroad to be as frothy in their Talk, 
ce and as trifling in their Temper, as forgetful of their : 
« SAVIOUR, and as regardleſs of his Honour, as 
ce the moſt arrant Worldling among us all.” To af- 
ford a Handle for ſuch Reflections, is to wound the 
REDEEMER in the Houſe of his Friends. 


It will grieve the HOLY SPIRIT, Epheſ. i iv. 30. 
Chriſtians believe, that he is infinitely wiſe, all gra- 
cious, and ever-bleſſed; that he dwells in their 
Hearts, and is e Abe of all their Holineſs and all 
their Happineſs. Therefore we pray daily in our Li- 

turgy, that the HOLY SPIRIT may not be taken from 
us. On Sunday, we commemorate the Deſcent of 

the Divine Gueſt ; and are in a particular Manner 
to implore his Preſence, and cultivate his Influences. 
But can this be done by neglecting his expreſs Pro- 
* and * his * Command? By 
diſregarding 


1 


125 Sales 8 = 
diſregarding the Example which he has ſet betefs 


a 10 us; and diſhonouring that SAVIOUR, whom he 


8 


delights to magnify ? Beſides, dare any Mortal pre- 
fame to ſay in his Heart, amidſt a Circle of our po- 
| lite Viſitants, « I am now acting in a Manner be- 
tt coming my Relation to the Eternal SPIRIT. Theſe 
cc Sentiments and this Diſcourſe are ſuitable to his 
« Dignity, Wiſdom, and Glory. A proper Method 
of celebrating and TY the Day of his mira- 
„ culous Miffion ?*” | 


Should any one aſk, < What is meant by grieving 
c the HOLY SPIRIT?” It means offending his ex- 
alted Majeſty, and cauſing him to act as Men com- 
monly act, when they are grieved and diſpleaſed with 
any one; they withdraw from his Company, and vi- 
fit him no more; When Samuel was grived fot 
Saul's Miſbehaviour, it is written; He came no more 
te to ſee Saul. If the Almighty COMFORTER 
be provoked to deal thus with our Souls, alas! what 
a Loſs muſt we ſuſtain! A Loſs unſpeakable, irre- 
parable, eternal! 
So that if this Prafiice were not Ginful, it muſt be 
exceedingly detrimental. And that, not in one only; 
but in various Reſpects. Have we received ſpiritual 
Good from the publick Ordinances? The Admoni- 
tion of Heaven is, We ought to give the more earnefl 
Heed to the Things which we have heard, left at any Ti ime 
we ſhould let them flip, Heb. ii. 1. By this Practice, we 
not only ſuffer them to ſlip, but open as it were a 
Leak for their immediate Diſcharge. Have we been 
under edifying Impreſſions from our private Exerci- 


| G7 The unerring Direction is, quench not the Spirit. 
; Stifle 


2 


| Viſiting on Sundays. x27 
Stifle not the ſerious Defires, which he has awaken- 
ed. Allow them their fall Scope, till they are form- 
ed into gracious Habits. By the Practice under 
Conſideration, we pour Water inſtead of Oil, upon 
the feeble Flame. We extinguiſh what we ſhould 
_ cheriſh. Ts the Heavenly Seed ſown in our Breaſts ? 
Theſe diſſipating Interviews are the ravenous Birds, 
which follow the Seedſman, and devour the Grain: 
So that nothing takes Root, No Fruit of Faith, of 
Joy, or Love is produced. 


Let me only add, That, on a Dying-Bed, the 


bs Miſ-improvement of all our Time will be moſt bit- 


terly regretted. How much more the Miſ-improve- 
ment of thoſe Hours, which G OD himſelf has hal- 
lowed ; has ſet apart for the nobleſt Parpoſes; and is 
wont to bleſs in an eſpecial Manner! While others 
c were ſeeking the Pearl of great Price, and gather- 


« ing thoſe Treaſures of Wiſdom and Grace, which 


“ endure to everlaſting Life; I, alas! was ſquander- 
ec ing away the precious Opportunities i in very Vani- 
& ty,” To ſee the Curtain of Time dropping; to 
| ſee a vaſt Eternity opening before us; and to have 
ſuch Reflections haunting our Conſcience : This will 


_ cauſe Miſery, not to be expreſſed; create Oy 
not to be conceived. | 


O1 ECTION IT. Will 'it be ald, in Aber to 
theſe Conſiderations, * That Company, even trifling 
« Company,. is a Relaxation, We return to the 
e Inſtruction of our Families, and to our Evening 
« Devotion, with freſh Alacrity, being ſick of theſe 
« Triflers ?” A ſtrange Argument! It ſhould rather 


be reverſed. The Odjectors might truly ſay, Being 5 


fick of Religion andi its Services, we want ſuch Fri- 
| flers 
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126 . Conſiderations on 
Hers to afford us ſome Relief, The ſincere Servant of 
CHRIST would find no Recreation, but feel Grief of 
Heart, in ſuch Interviews. It muſt be a real Affliction 


to obſerve his Divine LORD abſolutely diſregarded. 


Diſregarded on the Day peculiarly devoted to his 
Honour. Every Vanity now preferred before him, as 
Harabbas the Robber was formerly; The true Re- 


freſhment for our Souls conſiſts in having dur Faith 


increaſed, our Hope elevated, and our Views of Hea- 


ven enlarged. In contemplating the infinite Perfecti- 


on and Glory of our Redeemer; the infinite Grandeur 
and Fulneſs of his Propitiation; and our complete, I 


might have ſaid, our infinite Security from Wrath 
and Vengeance, by being intereſted in his Merits, 


' OBJjecrion III. “ Sunday is the beſt Part of 


cc our Time for this Purpoſe. Buſineſs is ſuſpended. 


« Every Body is ready dreſſed. All Circumſtances 


< invite.“ Is it the beſt part of our Time? Then 
let it be devoted to the beſt of Beings. Who is more 
worthy of our choiceſt Thoughts, Affections, Hours, 
than that divinely compaſſionate Saviour, who offer- 


ed himſelf, in the very Prime of his Life, a bleeding 
Victim for our Sins, that his Sacrifice might have 
every recommending Circumſtance, which could ren- 
der it acceptable to GOD, and available for Man ? 


OBJEc Tion IV. © It is the univerſal Cuſtom. 


C To diſcontinue it, would render us unfaſhionable.“ 


And cannot you bear to be a little unfaſhionable for 
his Sake, who was deſpiſed and rejected, who hum- 
bled himſelf to Death, even the Death of the Croſs, 


for your Sake? Is it the Univerſal Cuſtom ? Then 
- Cuſtom is the Idol which we are called to renounce, 


I I muſt ſay of Cuſtom in this Caſe, as Elijab ſaid of 


Baal; 


4 


FWB 
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—” fung on Sundays. 129 
Baal; Tf Cuſtom be GOD, follow its Dictates; but 


If IEHOVAH be GOD, obſerve his Precepts.” It is 
written in the Scriptures, Rom. xii. 2. Be not con- 


formed to this World, To what does this Prohibition 
relate? To ſuch ungodly Cuſtoms, no doubt. No 


Battery of Cannon was ever pointed more directly 


againſt a Citadel to be demoliſhed, than this Text 


againſt ſuch Cuſtoms. In indifferent Matters, let the 
Chriſtian avoid Singularity. Let him dreſs ſomewhat 


like his Neighbours. Let him make an Appearance 


ſuitable to his Station. But let him ot fallotu a Mul. 


titude to profane the Sabbath, or to do any Evil. 


HERE Religious Perſons ſhould by all Means be 
ſingular ; ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves by a becoming 
Zeal for their GOD; ſhould ſet an Exam ple, and 
.ſhine as Lights, in the Midſt of a crooked and per- 
verſe Generation. Otherwiſe, they may do, not 
themſelves only, but others alſo, incredible Harm. 


OBJzcrTion V. Some perhaps may ſtart, and 


_ reply, © If theſe Things are ſo, to what a Degree of | 


ee ſinful Negligence is even the Chriſtian World atriv- 

© ed!” With regard to the World called Chriftian, 
This is too true. And no Meaſure of Sorrow can be 
ſufficient to bewail the deplorable Degeneracy. 
Negligence, or rather Obſtinacy, in this capital In- 
ſtance, is a melancholy Indication of no leſs Diſo- 
bedience in other Reſpects. 


 OpJzcrrion VI. “ This will hs irkſome, will 
cc render our Religion a Burden.” I hope, no one 


that pretends to Seriouſneſs will offer to make this 
Objection. The Sinners in Sion made it. For 
which Reaſon they are branded, and by the Divine 
SPIRIT kimſeif, with Infamy that wal never be blot- 

: ” ted 
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130 Cunſiderations, Se. = 

ted out. O what a IWearineſs is it | when will the 
Sabbath, and its irkſome Solemnities, be gone? Mal. 
i. 13. and Ames viii. 5. This diſcovers a Heart ali- 
enated from GOD; that has not taſted the good 
Word of Grace, and favours not the Things which 
be of CHRIST. Otherwiſe, ſuch would be the Lan- 
guage ; One Day, thus employed, is better than 
„ A Thouſand.” Pſalm Ixxxiv. 10. Is it tedious and 


burthenſome to paſs a ſingle Day in devout Exerciſes? 


How then ſhall we paſs, how ſhall we endure the Ages 
of Eternity? ſince we are aſſured, that thoſe happy 
Beings, who ſtand around the Throne, clothed with 
White Robes, ſerve their GOD Day and Night, for 
ever and ever, in his Temple. In the Regions of 
Immortality they find a Heaven ; becauſe, there they 
have a never-ceaſing and eternal Communion with 
GOD ; becauſe there they have an 3 and 


| everlaſting Sabbath, 
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H E ” adi will wer em | 
the Date of the following 
Letter, that it was written a con 

ſiderable Time ago. From which - 
Circumſtance He f will probably ; 

conclude, that it was not intended 
for Publication. A Conjecture, 
Which is perfectiy juſt. The Pub- 
lication is owing to the right ho- 
nourable Perſonage, whoſe Name, 
though it would grace and recom- 
mend his Papers, the Author is 


not allowed to mention. Her La- 


dyſhip's Commands, which would 7 
admit of no Excuſe, drew the Re- 
marks from his Pen; and her De- 
fire, which with Him will always 
have the Force of a Command, has 
A 2. | brovglit 
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| brought. them to the . 


wil give Him the higheſt Pleaſure, = 


1 een nad; Gratitude to a 


| N noble Friend, He may ſupport the 


Dignity of the Divine Word; may 


iaiſe its Efteem, and promote its 
Study among Men. Becauſe then, 


He may reaſonably hope, to pro- 


mote the beſt Intergſts of his Fel- 

low creatures; and ſubſerve that 
grand Deſignation of the Almighty 
Majeſty, expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt 
bon baſt er thy . we 
[Pte News 


aun en 2. 


* 


MADAM, 


MF) you was pleaſed. to alk. my Opinion « con- 5 
1 cerning LoRD BoLinGBROKE's Re- 5 
marks on the Scriptural Hiftory, I have-procured the 
Book; have peruſed what relates to the Subjectz 
ET and ſubmit to your Judgment, the Thoughts which - 
occurred. Aſſuring your Ladyſhip, that, thougn 


13 many might diſcuſs the Point, much more clearly 


and ſatisfactorily, than the Perſon you favoured with 
your Commands; yet, no one can think jt a greater 
Honour to receive them, or a fone Fleaſure to 
execute them. 

« The Old Teſtament, it is edged, 3 is no kuf-. 
« ficient Foundation for Chronology from the Begin- 
e ning of Time *. To enter upon the Niceties of. 
Chronology, would, perhaps, be too difficult a Re- | 
_ ſearch; atleaſt, it would require from your Ladyſhip a 
more painful Attention, than I ſhould chuſe tooccaſion, 
by any of my Letters. And I very frankly own, that 
I am by nomeans Maſter of the Argument, nor equal 
to the Taſk. ers, I don't doubt, whoſe Incli- 
nation has diſpoſed, and whoſe Genius has fitted, them 
for this particular Study, will undertake to decide the 
Queſtion ; and give the Honour, where the Honour is. 
due. This, however, from a very ſcanty Survey o 
the Caſe, I can eaſily diſcern ; That the Chronologer 
LF: * no where find * memorable . for * 
* 

was kr. — Lees ys on the Study wake of 
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| _ Fan, the Roman, or any other Epocha. 


| „ | 
his Æras; nor fach early and ſubfntia Aids, for 
computing” his Time; as from the Mo Haie Monu- 


ments, and the ſacred Annals. 


From the Beginning of the World to the F lood, 


5 we have an orderly Gradation of Time, marked out 
by the Lives of ten eminent Patriarchs. 


From 
the Flood, we may proceed to that glorious Promis 
of a Redeemer, made to Abraham; In thy Seed ſhall 
all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. From this 
Promiſe, to the miraculous Deliverance of the 7/ael-. 
tes from Egyptian Bondage. From thence, to the 
Building of Solomon's Temple; which was an illuſ- 


trious Type * of that divine Perſon, in whom dwells 


all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. ——From the 
Building of this magnificent Structure, to the Demo- 
lition of it by the Babylonian Monarch. From 
thence, to the Conqueſt of Babylon by Cyrus the Per- 
fan. And from the Reign of Cyrus, to that grand, 
that moſt important of all Tranſactions, the Death of 
Mefliah the Prince: When He finiſhed the Tranſ#reſ- 
ion, and made an End of Sins, and made Reconciliation 
for Tniquity, and brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs +. 
The intermediate Space, between each of theſe very 
diſtinguiſhed Periods, may, 1 believe, be aſcertained, 
to a conſiderable Degree of Exactneſs, from the ſa- 


cred Volumes. If ſo, this will conftitute a more 


comprehenſive and perfect Syſtem of Chronology, 


than can be derived from the Olympiads of the Gre- 


cians, or the Hegira of the Mahometans ; from the 
8 4 


But the Hiftory of the Oll Teſtament is much more 


neceſſary to be known, and much more eaſy to be 


a +. un- 
* Gen. ui. 18. John "I 21; +1 Dan, is. =o >" 


* 


| „„ 
underſtood, Vet this, my Lord dieset, i is not 2 Tr. 


complete Hiſtory of the firſt Ages x. 
the Suggeſtion. It neither is, nor has Materiale for, 


We allow ; 


a complete univerſal H iſtory. It pretends to nothing 


more, than to relate the Affairs of one particular Fa- 
mily; in which the Church of GOD was to ſubſiſt, 


and from which the SAVIOUR of Men was to 
. ſpring. Nevertheleſs, ſo. many collateral Incidents ” 


are touched upon; ſo many Branches of this main 
Stream are occaſionally purſued as preſent Us with 


_ a Collection of the moſt ancient, the moſt curious, 


and moſt inſlruftive Facts. | 2 55 
Here, we are brought acquainted with the Grea- 

tion of the World, and the F ormation of Man. 1 The 

Origin of Evil, both natural and moral, is S diſco- 


vered in the F all of our firſt Parents; ; and che Diſ- 52 


pleaſure of GOD againſt Sin is manifeſted, by the 
Waters of a general Deluge. Here, we ſee the Pre- | 


ſervation of our Species in the Ark, and re-peopling 


of the Earth by Mab; the Invention of polite Arts t, 


and the Riſe of uſeful Manufactures t; the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Nations, and the F ounders of their principal 
KingdomsF. Not to add; that theſe Records are 
the royal Archives, i in which, the Charter of our So- 
vereigniy || over the nine is preſerved; and the 


* Pag. . 6 +: Gen. iv. 21. + Gen. iv. 20, 92, 
\ Gen. hap. x. Which, though but little adverted to, is 


the nobleſt Piet of geo, raphical Antiquity, extant in the World. 


It ſhews Us, how the whole Earth, from the three Sons of Wa, 


was overſpread, inhabited, and denominated. It diſcovers the 

true Source of the. ſeveral Nations ; about which, profane Au- 
on either — nothing at- all, or elle ſay what is chimericats 
. Gen. i i. 28. 
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ſited. Here then, may we not challenge any, or all 


the Books, written in every Language under Heaven? 


What Memoirs go ſo far back into Antiquity? What 
Memoirs are /o intereſting to all Mankind?— 


Had they been tranſmitted to us by any Grecian or 


Roman Author, how would they have beed admired 
and valued! How laviſhly, and indeed Row juſtly, 
praiſed! 

Another Excellency of theſe Writin gs (and pecu- 
liar to theſe alone) is, That they not only reach back- 
ward, as far as the very Birth of Things; but pro- 
ceed forwards, even into the remotęſt Futurity. 
They foretold the Ruin of Babylon +, the nobleſt, the 


beſt fortified, and moſt commodiouſly ſituated, Me- 


tropolis in the Univerſe. Who ſaid, and no one 
would have ſuſpected it to be a vain Boaſt, I hall be 
a Lady for ever}. Yet, the Scriptures pronounced 
her utter Dyſtruction ; and ſpecified the Perſon, who 
ſhould bring about this great Cataſtrophe.—They 
pointed -out the Place of his Abode | .— They de- 
ſeribed him, by ſeveral di/tinguiſhing Circumſtances **. 
— They particularized the Genius of his war- 
like Enterprizes + en mentioned his very 


k Name, 
* Gen. iii. 15, + Iſaiah xiii. 19, Kc. XVI. 23, 24. 

Ifaiab. xlvii. 7. § Ifaiah xiii. 19, 20, Se. XVI. 23, 24. 

Iſaiah xlvi. 11. 

** That He ſhould belicgs and take the moſt impregnable of 
Cities, 1ſaiah xlv. 1, 2. That He ſhould enrich himſelf 
with immenſe Spoils, 1/azah xlv. g. That He ſhould not be 
a Tyrant, but a Shepherd to the captive Jews ; ſhould releaſe 


them from their Captivity, and both rmit and promote the 

Rebuilding of their Temple, i/a:ah liv. 8 

| 8 He is called a 2 114 Iſaiah i. 11. Denoting 

his Speed, great Ex —_ Which were more 
ird, (this is the exact Senſe 1 5 


like the Flight of a Tee 


: . 5 TY 
| Name e. — All this, ſonie Hundreds of Years, bee 
the Event took Place, or the Conqueror was born. 
They foretold the Reæjection and Calamities of the 
iſobedient Fews; who are the chief Subject of their 
Hiſtory. (And this, ſurely, could not be with a 
View to aggrandize their Nation, or to anſwer any ſi- 
niſter Deſign.) That they ſhould be ſubdued by their 
Enemies, loſe the Favour of their GOD, and the 
Poſſeſſion of their native Land. Vet not be ſettled, 


as a Colony, in ſome particular Tract of the Viftar's 
Dominions, but be ſcattered abroad under the whole 


Heavens +.— This was threatened by their ] EH O- 


VAH,—this is recorded in their Books, - and this 


is, even now, ſo remarkably fulfilled, as to be a Fact 
of the utmoſt Notoriety. Go into the moſt polite 


or moſt barbarous Countries, the aeareſt or moſt 


diſtant Parts of the World; you will, Mw eg 
find Iiving Evidences of this ſcriptural Prediction. 

The Scriptures ſpeak in the moſt explicit and pe- 
remptory Terms, with regard to tho en of 
| che 


che original and than the March of an Pa with all its En- 
cumbrances. This is acknowledged by Tigranes, in his fine en- 
poſtulatory Diſcourſe with Cyrus :* Taxi 9 regellos * | 


cules, WOE wopowlty «O0acus A {vv Wo oN, pe elo 


71 77 1 Joo per ab poet. You fo fo far exceed the . 
d EU 1440 cube "the King 


of Armenia in the Swrftneſs of your Maid, that, before 


| 27. oget her the few Forces quartered in lis Nez hbourhood, you are 


. We ant Country, and have furroun Him xl 8 berm 

Xenoph. Cyr — Lib. III. — Thus Alexander, who 

f kan des and She e were almoſt incredibly ſwift, is 
beautifully and exactly characterized by the Prophet Daniel. 


A, I was confiderin —_ oat came from the Weſt on the - 
Face of the whole Earth, and — not the Ground. Chap. vii. 
o Orator, with all the Powers of Language, could more 


Letze ifully have deſcribed the Rapidity and the Extent of the 
Macedonian Conqueſts. Nor could any Hiſtorian, though writ- 


ing after the Accompliſhmeat of the Events, have deſcribed 
them more exadatly. 


of Iſaiah xliv. 26. xlv. I, t Deut, xxviii. 64. Amos ix. 9. 


* 


N 
ö 
. 
f 


A or Rad 
PPP 


2 


10 0 O N 
— 1 : 2 e = 
Mus 2 _ 2 wry — x — : 2 
> — a * SETS — . 
—— 2 DE Aa STONE 4 gs 8 Nt g 3 
* 7 ; * 
* . r 1 


* r 


ET II — nn _—_ =_ 
\ n ä — ———— 2 ID n 
* WII nn * yy * 
— — 4 oa ns. — _—_ : — PS — . 
PE oth IC —˖ Hola As 4 ; 
4 DIES 1 4 J 

NS CUTE 
— 


c „ 2 nnn 7” ... e 9 wn * * 
| EY * F ? . 7 IT'S, * = e 
ig $0 : 
- * : $5» 
- 
. * 
6 * . 
: 4 e 
* 


BY 


the Tes - This Reſtoration could not be effected, 
at leaſt could not be obſerved, if they had been blended 
and incorporated with the Inhabitants of other Climes. 
Iberefore, to be a preſumptive Frog of its Accom- 
1 5 pliſhment and to render it, when accompliſhed, the 
mat obſervable of all Revolutions; they have ſubſiſted 
a 24:/tinfi People, amidſt all the Regions whither they 
have been driven. A moſt ſingular and aſtoniſhing 
Circumſtance | How ſoon were the Danes, the Saxons, 
and the Normans, mingled with the Britons ! And how 
entirely are they all melted down and loſt, among the 


"th 


Ty. Natives of our Ifle! But the Fes, like a Drop of 
Dil on the Water, have continued a ſeparate Com- 
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munity; and, though diſperſed into all Nations, are 
not, through the long Courſe of ſeventeen hundred 
Years, embodied with any. — This is ſuch a Peculiarity 
in the Diſpenſations of Providence, as I tan never 
ſufficiently admire: And is, I think, an undeniable 
Faucher to the Authenticity of the Scriptures; held 
forth, as it were by the Hand of Omnipotence, in the 
Sight of all the World. „„ 

= 7 PR 29 Carte ol | Such 


Ezek. xi. 17. Amos ix. 14, 13. Zech. xiv. 10, 11. 1 
have not ventured to determine, whether this Reſtoration of 
the Jeus, is to be underſtood of a Return to their own Country, 
or of their. Converſion to the Faith of CHRIS T. Though I 
think, the /atter is the Meaning of the Holy Spirit; will be no 
leſs wonderful than the former; and ſeems to be ſupported by 
ſuch Paſſages as the following. —T hey /hall look on ME, whom 
Ho have prerced, and mourn. The Gift of Repentance, not the 
Circumſtance of Place, is the material Point, Zech. xiii. 10.— 
When it fhall turn, not to the Tribes of Hrael to Jeruſalem, but 
the Heart of the Hraelites to the LORD, 2 Corinth. iii. 16.— 
Then all Iſrael hall be ſaved, Rom. xi. 26. ſhall, be made Par- 
takers of the Goſpel, of its ſacred Privileges, and its great, Sal- 
vation. In which they will enjoy all, more than all the Bleſ- 
lings, wbich Canaan could afford. Of which, that goodly 
5 in its utmoſt Fertility, Affluence, and Glory, was but a 
AAes⸗ | | . pct 


* 


1 7 5 | 

Such Events the antient E * fark | 
x acts they. relate. Facts. of incomparable Grandeur, 
and Events of the greateſi Importance. All xhich are 
delivered in ſuch a maje/tic Simplicity of Style, as no- 


thing can equal but their preciſe Veracity. Vet theſe 
Books Lord Bolingbroke diſparages; and, at the ſame 
Time, extols the Writings of Tacitus. The Remains 
of Tacitus, He tells. us, © are precious; Remains *.” 
| Thoſe of the Holy Scripture, « are dark and imper- 
<< fe} Accounts += In Tacitus, 5 Hiſtory pre- 
_ < ſerves her Integrity and her Luſtre 2, In the 
Hoh Scripture, inſtead of Hiſtory, you have an 

« Heap, of Fables; which can pretend to nothing 
<« but ſome inſcrutable T ruths, and therefore uſcleſs. 
« to MankindF$.” —Every - Line of Tacitus has 
Weight-||, and cannot be mentioned without Admi- 
ration. Whereas, the ſacred Hiſtory is put upon a 
Level with the Extravagancies of Amadis of Gaul , 
and © can never gain ſufficient Credit Rom e 
„ ſonable Man**” ? 

l ho is this uncircumciſed Philitine, caid Davia, thee 
He ſhould defy the Armies 40 the Lit GOD ++? And 


* Pag. 161, + Pag. 108. I Pag. 161. ; Pag 191. 

C Pag. 161. + Pag. 121. | 

Pag. 118.—If, ia the Pages I have referred to, and the 
Sentences I bave quoted, my Lord does not aim at the Scrip- 
tural Records, L. ſhall very willingly, nay, moff gladly acknow- 
ledge myſelf miſtaken. To me, after a repeated and attentive 
Peruſal of the Paſſages, He appears to mean thoſe, and thoſe 
frigdpely He means, according to his own Profeſhon, fuck 
antient 5 ry as He had been deſcribing (ſee Page 118.) and 1 
am very ſure, the principal Subje& of the preceding Sheets, was 


the ſacred. —But why ſhouldinot' his Lordſhip ſpeak his Senti- 
ments plainly ? Is it for Want of ape rn Or owing to 
1 in the Cauſe? FH 2001 


1 
+# 1 Sem. xvii, 16. 
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who is this Tacitus, would I ak; this darling Author, 


that He ſhould be "fiber to the Skies; while the divine 


| Hiſtorians are trodden to the Duſt?—If your Lady- 


ſhip is unacquainted with his Character, let me give 
it in the Words of a moſt elegant and maſterly Critic.” 
Having conſidered the principal Qualities - of 
« Tutitus as a Writer and an Hiſtorian; I cannot 


4. help thinking, that there is a falſe Sublime and 


4 Affectation in his Deſeription: A Scurrility and 
< fatyrical Vein, with too epigrammatical a Con- 


& eiſeneſs in his Wit; an Acuteneſs, but too ſpecu-' 


* lative, and a Policy over-refined in his Obſerva- 


I tions; a malignant and ill-natured Turn in his 


Characters; a Philoſophy too abſtracted and ele- 
<« vated in his Reaſoners, and a Vanity in his Learn- 
„ ing. In ſhort, that he is in Antiquity a Pedant; 

in the Philoſophy of Nature a Sceptig; in Morals 


- looſe; in Deſcription gaudy and pompous in 12 855 


< Jitics ſubdolus, refined and knaviſn *. 

Vet this ĩs the Writer, that muſt be placed! in beck 
great Superiority to Moſes, Jaſbua and Samuel. This 
the Hiſtory (riſe Criticiſm, and reſent the Indignity!) 
that is ſpoken of with Applauſe and Rapture, even 
while the ſacred Annals are treated with Dirnen 
and Obloquy. 

1 might recount dhe Heb ous  Privieess, exhibited . 


in this bleſſed Book; the ineſtimable Promiſes, made 


to the Ri * z the tenderly: eee Invi- 
| lation, 


—— 


* The Treatife, which furniſhes me with this Extract, is 
written by Mr. Hunter; is entitled Obſervations on Tacitus; and, 
if my Reader has not peruſed them, I dare venture to aſſure 
Him, that He has one of the 2 76 3 in polite 


Literature yet to come. See pag. 1 


— 


— 


3 = 4 4: 5 
tations, addreſſed to Sinners; ; the refined and en 
Diſplays of Morality; with many other noble Partie 

Culars—bich it is the Prerogative of Scripture, to 
contain the Wiſdom of Mankind, to eee 
the only F elicity of our Nature, to be. e * 


5 them, and influenced by them. 


But my Lord is ready to agree on. theſe Topics, 
He expreſſes, in ſome Places at leaſt, no Diſlike of 
the doftrinal. and prophetical Parts. Nay, He bas 
contrived an Expedient, to reſcue them from the 
Diſhonour, which He would bring upon the bil- 
rical. He allows the former, to be written under the 
Inſpiration of the holy and unerring Spirit. The 


latter, he affirms, ar are purely human, and there: | 


| < fore fallible * .”—Proceeding upon this Suppo- 


ſition, He ſcruples not to repreſent them, as the De- 


vices of Craft, or the Blunders of Ignorance 1 
I muſt beg Leave to obſerve, that ſuch a D; oy 
is without the leaſt Ground of Reality, to ſupport it: 


And would, if admitted, be an effectual Method to 


ert the Whole of Revelation. For, if it could | 


| Is proved, that the Authors of this Hiſtory were o 
weak as to fall into palpable Errors, where a com- 


mon Degree of Sagacity would have ſecured them 
from miſtaking : Or, if they were ſo treacherous, as 
to palm upon the World a Multiplicity of Forgeries ; 
ſo impious, as to aſcribe their Falſhoods to the GO 5 
of Truth: This would at once ruin their Charafter | 
as —_ and 9 their Credit as Writers. At this 


Race, 


7 That this is no ag 3 . utation, every attentive 


— 


Neude of his Lordſhip's Letters will eaſily perceive: And J 


believe, it will appear too plain ae, the Ss to be pro- 
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. 1 1 
Rate, who could depend —_— their Teſtimony in any 


1 whatever? 
Beſides; many of the Erl parts of Sean. 


| refer to, and are derived from, the hiſtorical. If the 


latter were a Parcel of Impoſitions and Miſtakes, | 


what Degree of Veracity or Dignity could the for- 


mer claim ? If the Foundation is a Bubble, how can 
the Superſtructure ſtand ?—Whether his Lordſhip, 


by ſuch a ſpecious Preterice of ſerving the Intereſts 


of true Religion, intended ſecretly to undermine it, I 
will not preſume to ſay. But this I may venture to 
declare, that his Scheme is very ſhrewdly calculated 


to compaſs ſuch an End. Grant what his Lordſhip 
aſks; and what all the Enemies of Charity wiſh, 
will undoubtedly follow, Y 


Farther, Madam—Such a Diſtinction is contrary 
to the expreſs Declaration of the New 72 eftament : 
Which poſitively aſſerts, that ALL Scripture ts 
given by Inſpiration of GOD *.—Our bleſſed Lox D, 
who was'very well qualified to diſcern Truth, and 
equally zealous to maintain it, makes no ſuch Dif- 


' ference. He ſays in general, Search the Scriptures +; 


the whole Collection of ſacred Writings.— Vpat- 
foever Things, adds St. Paul, not ſome. particular 
Paſſages only, but //HATSOEYER THINGS 
were Uritten gfore- time, were written for our Learn- 
ing t. And muſt therefore have been under ſuch a 
Divine Superintendency, as ſecured them from all 


Poffibility of Error. Otherwiſe, they might be 


- yritten, not for our Learning, but for our Deception. 


2 5 | 80 


* 2 Tim, iii, 16. f John 39, 1 Rom. xv. 4. 


— - 


So that St. Pan's Direclom i is as contrary to Lord 


Bolingbroke's Diſtinction, as the Eaſt is oppoſite to 
the Weſt. We may as ſoon bring thoſe two Points 5 


of the Hemiſphere together; as reconcile his Lords 
- ſhip's Refinements, with the "Apoftle" 8 Religion. | 


I believe, it will be equally difficult, to render his 


Lordſhip co tent with Himſelf, His Conceſſion over- 
throws his Diſtinction. Admitting the doctrinal Parts 
of the Scripture to be true, the Veracity of the hiſto- 


rical is, by neceſſary Conſequerice, and beyond all Con- 


tradiction, eſtabliſhed. They are indifſblubly con- 


need: They mutually bear on, and mutually fuſs . 


tain each other: And muſt ſtand or fall zogether. 


They are like an Arch moſt exactly finiſhed ; not * 


Stone of which can be taken away, without FI 


certing the whole Structure: And like an Arch, 


firmly founded, as well as correctly finiſhed, the 
more they are preſſed, the Hronger they will appear. 


My Lord ſays indeed, That“ C H RIS T came 


cc not to conſecrate all the written Traditions of the 


* Jews *. ” He foys it, but where or how does He 
prove it —37 written Traditions of the Jeibs, T 1 
ſuppoſe, we are to underſtand all the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures. The Drift of the Diſcourſe, leads us to this 
Senſe. Now it is apparent, that our Saviour has 
 atuall conſecrated, has ſet the Seal of Authenticity 
and Infallibility to the Law of Moſes, to the Pfalms, 
and to the Prophets + By appealing to them as des 


ciſtve, and by allowing them to be predictive, He has 
acknowledged them to be divinely inſpired; to be 


dee, tus. And A Foil fo in Acquaintance 


W 


1 pag. 25 + Luke 3 1 
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rt 12 1 
with Jewih Antiquities will inform us; that, i in theſe 
three Partitions, the whole Body of the Hebrew Scrip- 
-tures is comprehended ? What then becomes of 
his Lordſhip's Aſſertion? Or to whoſe Diſcredit 
does it tend ? That of the Jewiſh Scriptures, or that 
of his own Knowledge ? 

1 muſt defire your Ladyſhip to take Notice of the 
Expreſſion in this Paſſage. It is ſomewhat ſingular, 
and deſerves a particular Regard. Written Traditions 


is the Phraſe. Every one knows, that we explode, 
and very juſtly, thoſe ſuperſtitious Whimſies of the 


Fews, which paſs under the Denomination of Tra- 


. ditions. Yet my Lord thinks proper, to call the 
Hiſtories of the Old T;ftament, by this diſreputable 


Name: Only He admits one Difference, that where- 


- as the former were tranſmitted by Strength of Me- 


mory, the latter are committed to Mriting.— But 
is this an hone/t Repreſentation ? Is this free from all 


| malignant Diſguiſe ? 


Let us put the Matter to the 8 Trial. The 


Word Legend, when applied to any modern Story, 


raiſes the ſame contemptible and abſurd Idea, as the 
Word Tradition excites, when applied to any Fewi/h 


Notion. Would my Lord, or would his Friends 


think, that due Honour or common Juſtice was done, | 
to his Sketch of the Hiſtory and State of Europe, if it 


| ould be ſtyled in our public Papers, Lord Boling- 


broke's written Legends ?—The Impropriety and 
the Malevolence of ſuch a Title, would be unde- 


niable and odious ? Wha then can vindicate the Pro- 


priety of his Lordſhip s Language, or clear it from 


being a moſt injurious Miſrepreſentation of the ſacred 


8 „ „ 


5 1 t 3 ä 
5 Records? Which, howe' r ſome of the Fas mir 


come down, in a traditionary Channel, to the Wrie 


ters; by paſſing through their Hands, receive the 


Sten of undoubted Certainty; 5 g are no longer | 


Traditions, but Oracles. 


I wiſh, this had been the only Instance of Artifice 


and Impoſition, uſed in the Letters under Examinias 


tion, Why are ſo many idle Tales, and fcandalous 


Stories, raked together, and expoſed to View ar 


Why? but to put a Cheat upon the in- attentive 5 
Reader, and depretiate +the Dignity of the Divine 


Word? Depretiate it, much in the ſame Manner, as 


its moſt illuſtrious Object and Author was formerly | 
_ diſhonoured ; not only by the falſe Accuſations, with - 
which He was charged; but alſo by the infamous Com- 


pany, with whom He was numbered. Did my 
Lord imagine, that theſe Tales were really. believed, 
even by me Advacates for- Holy Writ? No; 

| * Þ 8 * 


* ges pag. 8, 86, 89.—109.—168, 169: 
+ I would by no Means indulge a petulant or dab 


Humour. , Yet I cannot forbear . that the Scriptures, 

ip's Performance: 

Sometimes by Seer: Sometimes by Catil And ſometimes ; 
even by langwid Approbation, or a counterfeit ſort of Praiſes 

Fo undations of Chriſtianity have been laid 

Pag. 193.—Paſſages which" ſeem favourable to the 
Doctrine of the Trinity.“ Pa 2. 98.— Though 1 ſhould be, 

a 


are too often depretiated in his Lor 


Such — if the 
1% in Truth.” 


loth'to reject any Teſtimony, in Favour of Chriſtianit): Sti 
more loth to give up ſo eminent a Name as Lord Be, to 
the Deiftical arty; Yet I-cannot- prevail u 1884 10 myſelf to ac- 
kfiowledge, that we are much, if 1 all obliged to Him, for 
theſe jejune, cold Compliments. Such T eſtimony, and 
ſuch Comel mpliments, are juſt as ſerviceable to the momentous 
Cauſe, as @ broken Toot 11 is ſerviceable to the Eater, or 4 Foot 
out of Jeynt to the Walker. Prov. xxy; 19. They are, in 
Truth, mere dupa aupa—or, as as Mr. * more Be EX» 
pieſſes the Sentiment 
2 "TY damn e, Proj 


— 


md 


: 14 ]- 

He muft know in his Conſcience, that they never 
were received by the Generality of Divines; neither ; 
are mentioned by Authors of Diſcernment, unleſs it - 
be to. confute and rejec them. However, be they | 
credited or not, it was apprehended, they might ſerve 
a Purpoſe. But whether it be the Purpoſe of Inte- 
grity, Impartiality, and Truth, I leave to the Deter- 
mination of others. 


Still It is urged, That theſe Aae are 4 full of 
« Additions, Interpolations, and Tranſpoſitions *. 
- —That they are full of Additions, is more eaſily 
aſſerted, than evinced. TI can find but one Inſtance, 
ſpecified by his Lordſhip. Which is the Account 
« of the Death and Sepulture of Moſes, with a ſort 
«of funeral Panegyric t, recorded in the laſt Chap- 
tex of Deuteronomy. Here, it is taken for granted, 
that we are reduced to a terrible Dilemma either to 
own, that this Paragraph was written by Moſes him- 
f[eff; and then we may expect to hear of Impoſſibility 
and Abſurdity—or elſe, that it is all ſuppoſititious; 
andthen the Scriptures muſt havepaſſed through tam- 
pering Fingers, and ſuffered Adulteration ?—But 
ſuppoſe this ſmall Appendix was made by Foſhua "2 TY 
Man, whofe Mind was illuminated, and his Hand 
guided, by the Spirit of the Moſt High? Does fuch | 
an Addition deferys to be branded with an ignomi- 
nious, or even brought into Diſeſteem by a ſuſpicious 
Character ?!—Or, what if fome other Prophet, 
whoſe Name is unknown, ſuper-added this valuable 
Anecdote ? Is the Concealment of the Penman' 8 
—_— eames to ad. art _ We r 
invali- 
PM * Fg. 95, = + Pag. 302. | 


— - 


[19 4 | 
invalidate the Authority, of the Paſſage? Eſpeciallyÿ, 


ſince i it has been approved by other; inſpired Writers, 


and received the Imprimatur of the Holy Ghoſt ?— 


I know not who" is the Printer of his Lardſhip's-. 
two Volumes; yet, though ignorant of this Circum- 
| ſtance, for other very ati factory Reaſons, I have no 


Doubt but they are the genuine Productions of his | 
Pen, 


My Lord would have done well to an 


Whether it was a probable or a practicable Thing, 
to interpolate a Set of Books, which were ſtudied 
with ſo much Accuracy, and kept with ſo much Vi- 
gllatice. "The Number of whoſe Verſes, eſpecially 
in the Pentateuch, was computed ; and the Arrange- 


ment of the very Letters known. Whether, aſter 


the Coming of Chtiſt, the jealous Eye which the 


Fes and Chriſtians had on each other, was not an 


unſurmountable Bar againſt any Innovations or 


material Alterations As for Tranſpeſitions, they 1 
are uſed by the moſt approved Hiſtorians. When 
uſed with Judgment, they redound to the Reputa⸗ 
tion of the Writer, and encreaſe the Pleaſure of the 
Reader. And would his Lordlhip make that a Diſ- 5 
paragement of the ſacred Nartative, which is a Re- 


commendation of any ordinary Compoſition! # 


But my Lord imagines, that He has found but 4 
ſubſtantial: Reaſon for the aforementioned Diſtinction "0 
—has detected ſuch Impropyicties | in the ſacred Nar- : 
rative, a as 00 contradict all our Notions of Order and 5 
4c "of: Juſtice &. „He produces, by Way of Secimen, 
the Caſe of Noah, denouncing a Curſe upon Canaan. 

- B ee his, 


"EP age 110. 
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his, it ſcems, is the capital Abſurdity ; 3 this 
the glaring Error; which, He concludes, is ſuffi- 
Cient to uncanonize the Hiſtories of the Old Tefta- 
ment, and. degrade their Writers from the Claſs . 
of Inſpiration. — This, therefore, if your Lady- 
ſhip pleaſes, we will examine a little more particu- 


larly. | 
The Charge in general is thus relied. = One 
« is tempted to. think, that the Patriarch was ſtil - 


4c drunk; and that no Man i in his Senſes, could hold 
« ſuch Language, or paſs ſuch a Sentence.” — 
Was Lat Leiſure te. criticiſe upon Words, I ſhould 
be. tempted. te obſerve, that the Diction © no Man 
could hold ſuch Language,” may be French, but is 
ſcarcely Engliſß. However, from the Expreſſion I 
paſs to the Sentiment.— This, for Candour and So- 
lidity, is much like the Reflection of the Fews, on 
the memorable Day of Pentecaſi. When the Apoſtles 
addreſſed the Inhabitants of various Countries, each = 
in his own native, Tongue; fome of their Hearers 
' aſcribed this miracuhus Ability—to what? We are 
amazed, when we read—to the intoxicating Power 
of Wine Strange that exceſſive Drinking, which 
incapacitates other People for talking common Senſe, 
ſhould enable the Diſciples of CHRIST to ſpeak 
all Kinds. of, Lang uages!—Is it not equally ſtrange, 
chat a drunken Biborder ſhould enable the Patriarch 
to deliver Prophecies, and, foretel future Events? | 
Which (as. I ad to e Was the real A of 
the Spore... 3 


ei Perhaps, 


- * Aighz/1% op 1 


17 * | 

Perhaps, this 1 may ſeem to be che EQ, if 
not of diſorderly Indulgence, yet of intemperate Paſs 
fron. And how incompatible is this, with the Cha- 
racter of a Preacher of Righteouſneſs? Surely Noah - 
ſhould not have been ſo forward, to call for the Thun- 
derbolts of Vengeance. Any benevolent Man, much 
more a pious Progenitor, would rather have deprecated 
the Blow.—I wonder, his Lordſhip did not ſtart 
this Objection. Which would have been much more 
* plauſible, and much leſs ſhocking. To this; in Caſe 
it had been ſtarted, we might reply; That Maß 
A2 eadted as the Oracle of GOD. This and many other 

ſuch Paſſages, which ſeem to be Imprecations, are 
really Prediction. Holy Men ſpoke, as they were 
influenced by the Spirit; and uttered, not the Sug- 
geſtion of their own Minds, but the Will of Almighty 
GOD.—Which inclines me to think, it might be 
no leſs proper, and much more ſuitable to the pro- 
phetic Style, if we tranſlated ſuch Paſſages, as India 
cctives, rather than 7mperatives; making them decla - 
ratory of what is decreed in the Cabinet of Heaven, 
and will as certainly take Place, as if it already ex- 
iſted. Curſed js, rather than be, Canaan. Bleſſed of 
the LORD is, inftead of be, his Land, Dent. xxxiii. 
13. Thus Iſaiah, foretelling the Incarnation of that 
wonderful and adorable Perſon, whom He ſtyles The 
mighty GOD, fays, To us a Child is born ®, 80, 
calling the Things that are not, as though they were. 
Such a Manner of ſpeaking, would remove from this 
Pare Paſſage, all that ſounds har/h, or ſeems un- 
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1 
charitable: and would, in the general, impart an un- 
equal Adajeſtiy to the Language of Scripture. 7 
It was GOD then, and not Man, from whom 
this avenging Sentence came. And G OD, toſhew 
his utter Deteſtation of all Tniquity ; to manifeſt his 
ſingular Delight in all Virtue; frequently takes Occa- 
ſion to denounce Vengeance, or promiſe Happineſs, 
when ſome notorious Evil is committed, or ſome lau- 
dable Goad performed, And was there not a moſt 
notorious Evil committed here *—Ghariy, fays the 
Apoſtle, covereth all Things +: draws a Veil over the 
vatious Infirmities of eyery common Neighbour, But 
this Man (Man ſhall I fay? rather Monſter of In- 
© gratitude) ſees the Shame of a Father—an aged t Fa- 
ther,—a pious Father; and inſtead of concealing, 
when He cometh forth, He telleth it. Fools they are, 
abandoned Profligates, that make a Mack at Sin. What 
Name then can be bad enough, for a profane and 
un-natural Wretch; who makes Sport with a Pa- 
rent's Folly, a Parent's Sinfulneſs, a Parent's Miſe- 
ry!—Surely this was a moſt flagrant Violation of 
filial Reverence, filial Love, and filial Duty $. Which 
* Bleſſed be, is What any holy Perſon might ſay, and com- 
rehends no more than a ſupplicatory Benediction. Bleſſed is, 
füt only the Mouth of a Prophet, and implies an authoritative 
Bleſſing. „„ e 
f Corinth. xiii. 7. wenſæ riſes. This is one Article in the 
fineſt Diſplay of focza! Virtue, that ever was exhibited to the 
World. And fhquld, I think, be tranſlated (not bearcth, but) 
covereth or concealeth all Things. The natural Import of the 
Word juſtifies, and the Context evidently requires, this Senſe. 
Otherwiſe, the firſt and laſt Clauſes of the Verſe, will cp-incide 
in their Meaning; or rather make an un-meaning Tautology. 
r I Leit. xix. 32. 
& The Turpitude and Immorality of this Offence, will ap- 


pear in blacker Colours, if ve canſider the very peculiar Reve- 
oe rence, 


— 


x 


3 1 10 1 4 | 
not N implied fo many particular Offences, each 
attended with its reſpective Guilt, but indicated the 


Offender to be deſtitute of all Piety: For, to argue 
in the Apoſtle's Strain How could this Man Vene- 


rate a F ather in Heaven, whom He had not ſeen; if 18 


he was ſo irreverent to a F cher on . ren He 6 
had ſeen? 4 


But ſuppoſing the Tarpitude and Ls 4 the 
Action to be very enormous, and ſuch as deſerved 
ſome ſignal Vengeance: the Vengeance, it is object- 

| ed, was miſapplied. For, Ham alone offended : 
« Canaan was innocent.” My Lord is not ſure 
that Canaan was innocent; link He aſſerts it pretty 
confidently. The contrary Notion has obtained 
among the Fews. - They apprehend, that Canaan was 
firſt in the Tranſgreflion, and, inſtead of being re- 
proved, wes imitated by his Father. Biſhop Patrick, 
Mr: Pool, and other eminent Commentators, think. 
| this to be no improbable Opinion. | 

If his Lordſhip was un-acquainted with the Hire, | 

He will ſcarcely be thought qualified to pronounce ſo 
.. 


rence, which, in thoſe Days of primitive Simplicity, was paid 
to any aged Perſon, much more to an aged Parent. 


Credebant hoc grand: nefas, & Morte inde 1 
Si pudenis Vetulo non Murrexerat, 5 
Barbato e Puer, 


| Juven, 0 xm, 


We may | los from that awful Threatning, Prov. xxx. 8 
with what extreme Deteſtation the moſt holy GOD reſepts 
Fuch an un-natural Behaviour. The Eye that M OCKETHAT 
HIS FATHER, and deſpiſeth to obey his Mother, the Ravens 4 

te 2 _ pick it out, and the young Eagle ſhall eat it. Na 
it mould em from this Text, as though all Nature was re; | 

to teſtify 100 Abhorrence of fach a Crime; and, rather than it 
ſhould eſcape condign Puniſhment, the moſt Mer Animals 
would riſe up to execute Vengeance, 


3 


| 1. 20 
4 peremptorily concerning a Caſe related in that 922 
guage. If He was acquainted with the Original, He 
af ſomewhat unfairly in ſaying; © This Notion is 
not only without, but againſt the expreſs Autho- 
ce rity of the Text*.“ For He muſt know, that it 
xeceives ſome Countenance even from the Text itſelf, 
I would by! no Means offend your Ladyſhip' s Eyes, 
with any rugged. Figures, or uncouth Quotations, - 


1 But you may venture to believe me, when J aſſure 


| you, That the moſt exact Tranſlation of Verſe 24th 
is, Noah knew what his Son had done to Him, the or 
that little one+. Ham could not fo properly be ſtyled 
| The little one; ſince he was the middlemoſt, and is 
always placed in that Order: Shem, Ham, Fapheth, 
But the Deſcription agrees perfectly well with Canaan, 
the Grandſon of Mah and it was cuſtomary among 
the Fews, to call the enen, ay Sans of their 
| Grandfather . : 
Canaan, it is added. was alone curſed,” — 
The Words would run ſmoother, If tranſpoſed in this 
Manner, Canaan alone was curſed. As for the Fatt, 
that wants ſome better Confirmation, than my Lord's 
; bare Aſſertion. To me it is evident, that Ham was 
not exempted from the Curſe; '% What? If it did not 
fall upon Him in Perſon ? vet. to be puniſhed in his 
a 8 . 
3 Pag. 111. 


t Though i it would have been very unpolite, to quote Hebrem 
| 8 writing to a Lady : it may be Ju d proper, perhaps be 
| ught neceſſar „now the Letter i is mat e public, to produce the 
original * re Jen, That, where an Argument is derived from 
the preciſe S 3 9 the Phraſe, the learned Reader may 
examine and determine for Himſelf.—pwpn ba Gen. ix. 24. 
The Word pup is uſed of Benjamin, u . Son, wh 
7 d a little one, Gen. xliv. 20. ; 


7 $ . 1 Gen. xxix. 5 8 · 1 1 Chron, wy 7 


% 
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1 


0 Oftpring, muſt be very affetling, 1 no * 


affucting. re, 


But Ma Trend has foreſtalled a us "ed Re. 


ply. Inſtead of waiting for it, ar acquieſcing an it; 


He plays it upon us, with an Air of Triumph. 
„ Will it be ſaid— this has been ſaid— That Ham 


vas puniſhed in his Poſterity “.“ —It has: and _ | 


with his Lordſhip's Leave, I will venture to ſay 
it again. Nor ſhould I, in caſe Lord Bolingbroke 
was alive, have went farther than his own Breaft, for 


2 Proof of my Aﬀertion. Would He, with all his 


3 


exalted Ideas of Liberty, have thought it no Puniſn- 


ment on Himſelf, provided He had been the Father 


of Children, to have heard them doomed to a State ; 


of Slavery; nay, to be, as He very rightlyexplains the 


ſacred Phraſe, & the vileſt and worſt of Slaves ? — _ 


| Eſpecially if, like Ham, He was appointed, in he 


Courſe of Providence, to be the Father of ſeveral 
Nations And if the Doom had been pronounced. - 
by a Perſon, of whoſe prophetic Spirit there was ſo 
inconteſtable an Evidence, 28 the univerſal Janne 
tion was of Noah's? . 

Since my Lord has no more eee with. 
us or our Affairs, I appeal to any, to every parental 


— 


Heart. Let Nature fond, compaſſionate, yearn- 


ing Nature ſpeax— Whether the Infliction of ſuch | 


a Penalty on the Son (perhaps a favourite Son, Uke 
Foſeph) the Son? 's Sons, and the lateſt Poſterity— 
Whether this be not properly a Puniſhment of the Fa- 
ther ? Whether the Father muſt not feel by Anticipa- 


iy 7 what his wretched Progeny i muſt endure in Re- 


N 
Bn Pag. 116. | 


2 


3 © Wa. 


ality ?——Nature once ſpoke to. ſuch a Query, and 


this was her Language : O my Son Abſalom ! my Son, 
my Son Abſalom ! Mould GOD I had died for Thee! 

Oo Abfalom, my Son, my Son *. Did Hiſtory ever re- 
cord, or Poetry ever invent, ſo melancholy a Moan ? 
It breathes the very Soul of Woe ; and exemplifies the 


Z Sentiment, which his Lordſhip would explode.” 
David, it is plain, was puniſhed in the càlamitous 
Exit of this ydung Prince; in the Diſaſters ſuſtained, 


and the Diſorders committed, by his other Children +. 
Alain thought Himſelf puniſhed in the Ruin which 


He brought upon the human Race; and laments it, 


in the moſt pathetic Terms, as the fevereſt Diſtreſs | 


attending his Apoſtacy f. One wiſer than Alam, 


One greater than David, whoſe Judgment is always 
according to Truth, is evidently of the ſame Opinion: 


and, for that Reaſon, has formed the Sanction of a 
moſt ſacred Commandment, upon this very Principle; 
He zoill viſit the Iniquities of the Fathers upon the Chil- ; 
© dren, unto the third and fourth Generation of them that 
Hate * GOD has fo expreſly threat- 
ened, 
on various other Emergencies, Thus Eſau ſuffered 
TE TT» pr RM . 


has actually done: not on this only, but 


2 Sam. xviii. 93. 71 2 Sam. wa. 10. 
I See the whole of Adam's diſconſolate Complaint ; ; Part of 
e are the following Line: 


= - et well, if here ZE. end 


4 ; EY My 1 TIA I defery'd it, and would bear 


M eſerveings but this will not ſerve. 
"OI Alt that I eat, or ua, or ſhall beget, 
I, propa ated Curſe. 0 Voice] oncs heard 
| Detightfully, Increaſe and multiply; 
N Death to hear! | 


0 Farad. Loft, Book-X. 725. 


* 


1 23 1 
in nie Deſcendants x; Jh in his Family +3 al E 
zekjah in his Children f. Who all, like the Gena 35 
ites, were Children of their Father's Diſobedience 2 
Inheritors of their Sin, as well as of- their Name. 
But this would een the . nne Ob- 
jection. by 

Where is the Equith of ak a People, ** 
yet unborn ! Does not this contradict all our No- 
tions of Order and of Juſtice?” At may be con- 
trary to our Notions, or atleaſt it would be unj uſti- 
fable in eur Practice. But it is Lee otherwiſe, 
with regard to the all-fceing GOD. It is not 
agreeable to the ſtricteſt Rules of Juſtice, for a Ma- 
giſtrate, when He has heard the Witneſſes, ſummed 


up the Evidence, and found the Priſoner guilty As it 


not agreeable to the ſtricteſt Rules of Juſtice, to paſs 
Sentence upon ſuch a Criminal! The Queſtion can 
admit of no Doubt. Yet it is equally certain, that 
this was the very Caſe, with Reference to the ſupreme 
Judge, and thoſe Sinners the Canaanites.— They 
practiſed the groſſeſt and moſt inhuman Idelatries. 
They abandoned themſelves to the moſt horrid Im- 
moralities: ſuch as violated Nature; confounded 
all Order; and ſuch gs it would be ſhocking even 

to mention . Now all theſe provoking Crimes, 
were. preſent to the View of HIM, by whoſe Inſpi- 
ration Noah ſpake. He faw them with the ſame cir- 
nen We as if they" had been already | 
4 PR 53 perpe- 
la * cn Gen. xxvii. 40. with 2 EYE: viii. 14. Thou falt 
ſerve thy Brother ; Here, is the Sentence. 4/1 they 4 N A | 
came David's Servants : Here, its Execution. 
_ + Hoſea1. 4 4 Ifai. xxxix. 6, 7. 


; Morum * Filii. # uvenal da XIII. 
| " v1 Levit. xviii. 24. | 


X 7 
— = _ 
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| | EY, perpetrated, — Let us take theſe very important. Pars 
| ticulars into Conſideration, the exceſſive Wickedneſs 
of thoſe Nations, and the all-fore-ſeeing Diſcernment 
f JEHOVAH, and then who will dare to infi- 
1 nuate? That the everlaſting Sovereign acted un- 
: juſtly. That He launched the Lightenings of his 
| Indignation, in an arbitrary Manner, or upon an in- 
f nocent People. Who will be ſo precipitate, as to 
= - affirm with my Lord? That “ no other Writer but 
a Few, could impute to the Economy of divine 
& Providence the Accompliſhment of ſuch a Predic- 
tt tion; nor make the Supreme Being the Rae 
4 of ſuch a Curſe *.“ 
| Theformer of thoſe: weed will appear . 
a proper Light, what his Lordſhip calls, © the Cru- 
<« elties committed by Jaſbua in the Conqueſt of the 
« Canaanites.” It will make them appear to be Acts 
of righteons In A much needed and moſt de- 
ſirable Extirpation of a pęftilent People: altogether 
as ſerviceable to the Public, as it was formerly, to de- 
ſtroy the Wolves from our Ifland ; or as it is, at pre- 
ſent,. to deliver over ſome flagitious MalefaQtors to 
the Sentence of the Law.—Yet the Execution of 
this Vengeance was delayed, Year after Year, Cen- 
tury after Century. The Seed of Abraham, for ſeve- 
ral Ages, were not permitted to enter upon the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of their deſtined Inheritance ; becauſe the Ini- 
guity of the Amorites, which was the Cauſe of their 
EFExtermination, was not yet full f. Does it then, 
- beſpeak the Man of Integrity, to repreſent thoſe Pro- 
ba he of 1 under the abborred Image of 0! 
f Cruekies; 5 
* Pag bm. 4 Gen. . 16, 3442, 


Cruelties; which: were Acts = a justice, erem⸗ ol 
plary, falutary, and greatly to be revered. | Is it be- 
coming an honeſt Inquirer after Truth, to ſuggeſt, | 
Without the leaſt Shadow of Proof, a feli and ma- 
uęnant Reaſon, for the Deſtruction of the Canaanites 
when a Reaſon, the moſt equitable in its Nature, the 
moſt beneficial in its Conſequences, is expreſly and 
repeatedly aſſigned by the ſacred Hiſtorian®*?—This- | 
I refer to your Ladyſhip's Deciſion. Who, I am 
ſure, will not err on the uncharitable Extreme. Vet 
I believe, will find it difficult, with all your Good-- 
nature, to aquit the Author of theſe n from the 
Charge of Diſingenuity. pegs 5 
May I not add — This Way of foretling, 1 
reſpiting the Puniſhment, is gracious both in jitſelf, 
and in its Conſequences.— In itſelf: becauſe, a Re-  - 
prieve is always reckoned an Alleviation of the Sen- 
tence, even though it be not the Forerunner of a. 
Pardon.— In its Conſequences : becauſe, it afforded. i 
large Space for Recollection, and ſhould have 1 | 
ened the Den to a Senſe of their Guilt. It 
i EH 1 ſhould 


* Gen. xv. 16. Deut. ix. 5- FOR THE WICKED- 
NESS. of thoſe Nations, the LORD thy GOD doth drive them 
out from before Thee. —Sce allo Levit. xviii. 25. Where the 
facred Writer deſcribes their execrable and un-paralleled Vile- 
neſs, hy one of the ſtrongeſt and boldeſt Figures imaginable.” 
So vile they were, that the wy Country loathed them; was 
weary to bear them; and acted like a Uiſguſted nauſeating a 
Stomach, when 1 with foul and offenfive Food: the - 
Land itſelf vomitetl out her Inhabitants. —Let no [queamiſh Critic 
betray 1. falſe Taſte, and worſe Temper, by carping at tlie 
D But let all be aſtoniſhed at the outragedus Im iety 
aof the Canaanites; and adore the vindiclive Arm of JEHO- 
VAH; and acknowledge, that ſuch horrible Miſcreants were 
not for ſome Reaſons of State, as my Lord is pleaſed to inſi- 
nuate, deemed. only, but were) really, and on the moſt x add 
* — an accurfed Race. "Pp ve; :-* 


n 
| ſhould have incited them to uſe all poſſible Diligence 
to avert the Doom, both by a perſonal Reformation, 
and by educating their Families religiouſly. Why) 
dd they not act, as King Abab acted *, and argue as 
the Men of Nineveh argued t; in a following Age, 
but on a like Occaſion ?—Inſtead of this; inſtead 
of betaking themſelves to Conſideration and Prayer, 
to Repentance and Amendment, they ran to the _ 
to greater Exceſs of Ungodlineſs. | 5 
So that theſe People, being evidently 1 „ 
their Father's ſinful” Nature, and obſtinately per- 
ſiſting in their Father's ſinful Ways, were me/? de. 
fervedly Partakers of his Curſe. And though GOD 
is that uncontroulable Sovereign, who giveth not, is 
under no Obligation to give, Account of any of his 
Hatters t; though He often has Reaſons for his $4 
penſations, abſolutely unſearchable by any Moral; 
yet, Here He is clearly vindicated even before Men 
even before the Sinners themſelves. They them 
ſelves muſt confeſs the. Juſtice of their Doom; and 
; own, That GO D hath done righteouſſy, but they have 
anẽ wickedly. That GOD has ſhewed all Long - 
Suffering; and given full Warning, before the Blow 
fell. Whereas they, notwithſtanding this For- 
bearance and this Admonition, have continued in- 
corrigible; and without any other Change, dut that | 
of becoming more conſummately vile. 
Agreeably to all this, and conformably to the moſt! 
acknowledged Rules of Equity, it is declared by the 
ſacred 8 That the Amoritts, the Deſcendants 
| of 


'* 1 Kings xi. 27. 29. 1 Jonah ii. ge t Job 12 19. 


T 27 1 85 

of Canaan, ſuffered not, till they had filled up the. 
Meaſure of their Iniquities *;, their own, as well LY 

their Father's. —All which, I ſhould imagine, is 
ſufficient, not only to juſtify the Counſels, but 3 5 q 
rify the Judgments, of the great JEHOVAH.. | 
Sufficient alſo to ſatisfy any Inquirer, who is (as my ; 
Lord very handſomely expreſſes Himſelf) * candid  _ -M 
put not implicit, willing to be informed yet curi- bs ; 
- © ous to examine.“ | 1 


2 N 


* 


My Lord's Curioſity to examine, ſhall I ray? Or nis 5 
Reſolution to be diſſatisfied? proceeds Mill farther. 
Accordingly He adds; who does not ſee, that the 
* Curſe and the Puniſhment, in this Caſe, fell on 
“ Canaan and his Poſterity, excluſively of the reſt of 
«© the Poſterity of Ham 42” The Particle of, ſo 
frequently repeated, in a ſingle Sentence, can hardly 
be admired as an Elegance t of Speech. But, taking 
no more Notice of ſuch little Blemithes, I ſhall con- 
ſider the Weight, not the Poliſh, of his Lordſhip's 
Arguments.—As for this Argument, [ verily think, 
when laid in the Ballance of Impartiality and Can» 
dour, it will be found wanting. For, admitting the 
Objection in its full Scope, what follows? Why, that 
the righteous GOD pardoned ſome. Criminals, when | 
He might juſtly puniſh all. And if it ſhould harre 


| | pleaſed 
* Gen, xv. 16. + Pag. 110, 112. 
| This, and one or two preceding Remarks of the ſame Na- » 
ture, are ſcarcely worth our Notice. Neither ſhould I have 
mentioned them, had they not erg in my Way; and were it ue | 
to put a Query upon the popular Notion, That his Lordſhip? 
Style is ſo corrett, elegant, and noble, as to be a Standard for 
fine Writing, It cannot, in my Apprehenſion, juſtly claim this 
Honour. If others think differently, I leave them to enjoy 
their Opinion; and ſhall not Gen it would be eaſy enough 


— 5 — 


to COPE. Proofs} adda Were Wore upon the e | 


. * 8 


WE 


1 8 1 


pleaſed the Supreme. hx to repeal the "RAE 
and remit the Penalty, with regard to ſome Offen- 


ders, who ſhall arraign his Conduct? Who ſhall cen- 


ſure his Providence? To exerciſe Mercy is his great 

Prerogatiye: an Act not of Debt, but of royal 
Bounty, which He exerciſes, when and to whom, it 
ſeemeth good in his Sight: 7 will have Mercy on 


whom I will have Mercy * s is his ur and lay A 


ſolve. 2 
I might therefore anſwer his Lordſhip's Queſtion, | 


by aſking another. Which I might propoſe, in the 


plain but folemn Words of our LORD JESUS 


CHRIST. © If theſe are ſpared, while thoſe are 


tc puniſhed, what is that to Thee? Is thine E, ye evil, 


. becauſe GOD is good 9 But I ſhall rather reply 4 


to the Objection, by denying the Fat. The Pu- 


- niſhment was not confined to Canaan and his Poſs 


terity. It reached the other Deſcendants of Ham; 
Mißraim Himſelf, the F ather of the Egyptians (as will 
be ſhewn in a proper Place) not excepted, Canaan, 
tis true, is particularly mentioned. —Becauſe, He 
was (as from this very Circumſtance is extremely pro- 
bable) an Accomplice + with Ham, in the Breach of 
filial Duty. Becauſe, this Branch of the F amily 
was more than ordinarily corrupt, nay, beyond Medi 


fare vicious. Becauſe the Canaanites were, in the 
2 Place, and in the fully? Ry, to-feel the Ef- 


fects 
| 22... 1 ix. 16. a 

-o This is 8 ſtill more credible, by that IE IN : 

of Style, which the yr "ab uſes in 3 of Ham. Ham 

the Father of Canaan; Gen. ix. 18, 22. Why of Canaan ſo 

eſpecially ? Had He no. other Children, other f 7— ay. fr. 

other. Bur this Diſtinction ſeems to be a Brand of Infa 


upon the Offender; and intimates, that He who was Fath 


Canaan by Blood, was his Partner, was his Brother in e. 


* 0 1 


fects of the Curſe.— And AA ſes, being charged with 5 


a Commiſſion to execute the Vengeance on this Peo- 
ple only, had no Occaſion to concern Himſelf with any 


other. Juſt as the Sheriff of a County, demanding 


the Body of a condemned Malefactor, produces the 


Dead-Warrant for his Execution; ; without inter- 
meddling, or thinking Himſelf under any Neceſlity | 


to inter-meddle, with the other Priſoners inthe Jayl. 


— This leads me to a new, and, if I judge right, 


by far the moſt im portant Inquiry; namely, r 

the Curſe was executed, as well as pronounced. 
As 1 haſten to the Proof of this Particular, m 

Lord embarraſſes and retards me with a freſh Ob- 


ſtacle. He Himſelf has thought proper to inform us, 
& why the Poſterity of Canaan was to be. deemed an 


« accurſed Race.” But he lets the World know ; ; 


66 It i is not ſo: eaſy to account, why the Poſterity of | 


the righteous Shem, that great Example of filial 
&« 'Reverence, became Slaves to another Branch of 


32 10 the Family of Ham, during more than fourſcore 


40 Vears a. „I am by no Means convinced, that 
the Point propoſed enters into the Merits of our 


Cauſe. Should the Reaſons for this Diſpenſation re- 


main an impenetrable Secret; yet, if we clear up the 
Propriety, and demonſtrate the Equity of the Curſe 
denounced; we compaſs our-main End; and confute 
the grand Cenſure. However, as the Queſtion, i is 
preſent, it ſhall be conſidered : And though bis 
Lordſhip. ſhould affect to freer, I chuſe rather, i in 


Imitation of thoſe noble Writers, whoſe Dignity * 


would aſſert, to be ſerisus. 5 
1 CG Sig 


\ * Pag. 112. 
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Why were the Ifraelites Sojourners in Eb. 

A Reaſon occurs, that is worthy of a gracious GOD, 
and greatly for the public Good. That they might 
carry thither the Knowledge of the everlaſting J E- 
H OVA, and of the promiſed MESSIAH; of 
the only acceptable Method of Worſhip, and the only 
effettual Way of Salvation. As Egypt was the Pa- 
rent of Literature, and the Fountain-Head of Sci- 
ence: as Men of Letters and Curiofity came, from 
all Parts of the World, to complete their Studies at 
Egypt: if theſe heavenly Doctrines were received 
T HERE, they would be more likely, ſome Streams 
of them at leaſt, to be transfuſed into al! Climes, and 
improve every Nation; So that the People of the 
LORD, the only Depoſitaries of divine Philoſophy, 
were ſettled in this Land of general Reſort, with 
much the ſame wiſe and beneficent Views, as the 
ableſt Profeſſors of Learning are e placed at our famous 
Vaiverſities. 
But why were they Slaves in Eeypt? — This 
might be to try them, and to humble them; to /hew 
them what was in their Heart, and to purge out their 
Droſs. We are taught in Scripture, that the Al- 
mighty chaſtens whom He loves; and ſcourges the 
Men, whom He receiveth to Himſelf. Even the 
heathen Claſſics, my Lord's favourite Authors, have 
frequently remarked ; That Adverſity is a School, 
in which both private Perſons, and public Societies, 
have learned the moſt heroic Virtues —Beſides ; 
this might be intended to animate and inſpirit the 
Tfrattites for their Invaſion of Canaan, They were, 
AF ; Ad, | | in | 
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in the general, a ſupine and groveling * Set of People, 
Had they been ſettled in a State tolerably eafy, or in 
Territories that were but moderately commodious; 
they might never haye aſpired after the Land flowing | 
with Milk and Honey; never have made any reſolute ' 
Efforts, to poſſeſs their deſtined Inheritance. But, 
being driven by the Laſh, and inſtigated by the Goad, 
of pungent galling Slavery, they were even conſtrained 
to burſt the Chains, and puſh their Way to Liberty 
and Canaan. Their inſupportable Slavery, was ſome- 


what like bending the Bow, and fraining the String, 


in order to launch the Arrow.—Farther; GOD 
Almighty aflures Abraham, that his Seed, though en- 
flaved for a while, ſhould come out of their Bondage 
with. great Sub/tance t; with the Silver, the Gold, 
| the Jewels, and the choiceſt Treaſures of Egypt. Sa. 

that, when labouting for their Taſt Maſters, they 
were, in Fact, labouring for themſelves. 'The Wealth ' 
of the Oppreſlors, was laid up for the Oppreſſed. 
And the Seaſon of their Affliction in the Enemies 
Country, was like the rigorous Gold of Winter; 
which, far from obſtructing, only makes Preparation 
for the Bloſſoms of Spring, and the Fruits of Au- 
tumn .— Theſe Conſiderations might have ſolved the | 
Difficulty. to his Lordſhip, as a Politician. 
Other Reaſons are ſuggeſted by our Divines; 
which, if my Lord had thought it worth his while to 
regard, _ have . better Satisfaction, and 


Let none imagine, that the Miſdom of GOD is impeached, 

r to maine. a the jt this Charatter. peaches, 

„his Forbearance, and all thofe benign Perfettions, which 

. je 0 > neceſſary for the Salvation of Sinners, are hereby diſplayed 

| W peculiar Advantage, and to our unſpeakable * 
+ Gen, xv. 14+ 
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e See Deut. xxxii. 10, 11. Theſe, I think, are moſt de- 
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yielded more Edification. They would have remind- 


ed the right honourable Querift—That ſuch a gloomy 
Aſpect of the Fewih Affairs, made way for the 
brighteſt Manifeſtation of GOD's glorious Attri- 
butes : of his Power, in reſcuing them from their ty- 
rannical Rulers: of his Faithfulneſs, in fulfilling his 
Promiſe, made to their Fathers; of his Goodneſs, in 
ſupporting and conducting them; keeping them, amidſt 
the moſt formidable Dangers, as the Apple of an Eye; 
and bearing them, even through the moſt inſuperable 


Difficulties, as on Eagle's Wings *, This alſo opened 
a moſt conſpicuous Theatre, for that amazing Train of 


Miracles; which have been, in all Ages, as ſervice- 
able to the Faith of Chri/tzans, as they were formerly 
conducive to the Welfare of the Jes. They would 


3 have informed his Lordſhip, and have con- 


firmed their Opinion by apoſtolical Authority; That 
the Whole of this moſt wonderful Tranſaction, was 
typical of ſpiritual Things: was a Series of living Lef- a 
ſons; delivered, according to the Eaſtern Method of 
conveying Knowledge, in Figures and Emblems. 
The Egyptian Bondage was a Reſemblance of our 
natural Condition; which is a State of the moſt abj ect 


Slavery to Sin.— The arbitrary and injurious Im- 


poſitions of the Taſe Maſters ſhadow forth, though 
but faintly, the Tyranny of unruly Appetites, and 
| 5 imperious 


"> 


lightful and inimitably delicate Repreſentations. - Let the pious 
Cite try, if He can conceive thoſe tender Offices, that un- inter 
mitted Vigilance, and Aſſiduity of protecting cheriſting Cares, 
which are expreſſed in theſe fine Images. For my Part, I own 
myſelf e of deſcribing them. But moſt earneftly wiſh, * 
that every Reader as well as myſelf, may learn them in that beli 

of Schools, the School of Experience. 


— 
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impious Paſſions.— That barbarous Edict or the 
Deſtruction of all the infant Males, fitly enough re- 


preſents the genuine Tendency of carnal and corrupt. 


Affections; which deſtroy our true Comfort; ſubvert | 


our nobleſt Intereſts; are as Death to the Joys and 
| to the Hopes of our Souls. Their Deliverance from 


that miſerable State, was an expreſſive Sign of our 
Redemption, from the Guilt and the Dominion of _ 


Sin. Both which the LORD JESUS accom- 


pliſhes : the one by Price, the other by Power. Not 
by ſlaying the Firſt-born, but by ſhedding his own 
Blood: not by ſoftening Rocks into a Stream, but 
taking away the Heart of Stone: not by turning the 
Current of Jordan backward, but by turning all our 
Deſires into a new Channel. — The many Troubles 


and Oppoſitions they met with in the Wilderneſs, ex- : 


hibit a lively Picture of the Moleftations that attend, 


and the Temptations that aſſault, the Chriſtian. Trials 
await Us. Snares are around Us. Through many 


Conflicts, and much Tribulations, We muſt enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Only let us beware, leſt, 
like the ungrateful 1/raelites, We forget 1 the G.O D 


of our | Salvation, and fall after the ſame Example of | 


Ke Unbehef. 
* The divine Writer to the etus, makes the Land of 
Canaan, typical of a\better Country, even of an Heavenly, Heb. xi. 
15, x11, 22. According to the fame Author, the peaceful Set- 
tlement of the Iſraelites in Canaan, ſuggeſted to their Thoughts, 
and pointed out to their Faith, that everlaſting Reſt which re- 


is evidently 


the Terminus ad quem (as the School-men ſpeak 
at the Term 


myſtical and allegorical : may we not conclude, t 


maineth for the People of GOD, Heb. iii. 4, . &c. Since 


nus a quo is myſtical and allegorical likewiſe ? Then it will follow, 
n the cleareſt Principles of Analogy, that the intermediate 
Steps py, Advances are of the ſame ature; ſigniſicative of 
refined and ſpiritual Things, under earthly and ſenfible Images. 
2 I miſtake Y is pur Watts all * 1 Sine No 
1, 2, | 15 | 
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Unbelitf. — The Chad, that was ſpread over them 


by Day to intercept the Glare, and ſcreen them from 
the Heat of the Sun: The Fire, that ſhone before 


them in the Night, to chear the nocturnal Darkneſs, 
and lead them through the trackleſs Deſart: were 


not theſe very amiable and exact Emblems of our 


Saviour's Merits, and of his holy Word? The for- 
mer of which, are refreſbing to the guilty Conſcience, 
as the Veil of a thick interpoſing Cloud is welcome 
to a Traveller in ſultry Climes. The latter, is a 
Light to our Feet, and a Lantbern to our Paths, to 
guide us in the Way everlaſting Their Paſſage 
through Fordan, the Prieſts that bare the Ark of the 
Covenant going before them 4, and ſtanding in the 
Midft of the River, till all the Congregation were 
paſſed over : this very emphatically prefigured our 


great High-Prieſt ; bearing our Sins; fulfilling the Law 


in our Stead; aboliſhing Death; and making it a ſafe 
as well as ſhort Tranſition to Life eternal. 
| You will excuſe me, Madam, for expatiating upon 


| theſe Topics. They are ſo inviting, fo pleaſing, fo 


comfortable, that I can hardly perſuade myſelf to leave 
them.——If any other Parts of the Epiſtle, through 


2 Kind of unhappy Neceſſity almoſt inſeparable from 
41 Controverſy, ſhould reſemble the Apperity of the 
Thorn; this I hope, will bear ſome Affinity to the 

| Fragrance of the Roſe. For which Cauſe it is, that 


1 chuſe only to touch, and but lightly touch, the 
one; while 1 would open the other, into a full Ex- 
panſion, and a rich Effuſion.—Let me add one 


more e on this =, and I have done. 
* 


D 


os See vans iii. 13, 14, &c. 


'f 36 1 
It is ; apprehended by very judicious Perſons, that 4 


Puniſhment of the Egyptians, and their total Over- 
throw, may be a Preſage of the Miſery and Ruin; 
which will ſooner or later fall upon Individuals and 
Nations, that reje& the glorious Goſpel, and vi 171 | 
ſacred Repoſitory THE BIBLE. 5 | 
If the Reaſons I have offered, are neith: betete 
nor un- ſatisfactory to your Ladyfhip, I ſha proceed 
the more chearfully to ſhew, That the Curſe was 
executed, as well as pronounced. —Had it been the 
ſenſeleſs Extravagance of a Man intoxicated with Li- 


quor ; or the rafh Imprecation of a Man heated with _ ; 


Reſentment ; or the dz/igning Interpolationsf ſome 
crafty Stateſman ; would the holy, the gracious, the: 
true GOD have ſet the broad Seal of Heaven to it? 
Would HE, who over-rules all Events, have 22 
fered it to ſucceed—have commanded it to ſucceed— 
nay, have brought it Himſelf to paſs, by a mighty Hand, 
and ſtretched- out Arm? Impoſſible to conceive !— 
If therefore it was really brought to paſs ; and with 
a ſurpriſing Punctuality; and not by any Competency | 
of human Means, but by the moſt evident Diſplay 
of divine Power: this will be ſuch a Proof of its 
Credibility, its Reaſonableneſi, and Equity, as no One, 
who thinks reverently of the Deity, can deny). 
| Canaan was to be Servant to Shem.—This was 
accompliſhed, when the Iſraelites, the Deſcendants 
of Shem, conquered the Land of Canaan; flew thirty 
of its Kings“; and took Poſſeſſion of their Cities, 
When the Gibeonites particularly, who compoſed one | 
of their e States , became Hewers of bod, 
C 4 and 
* Joſh, xii. 1, 24. I Joſh. x. 2. 


| L 28 ] 
and Drawer: of Water, to the Congregation* ; or, in 
other (Wards, the moſt menial en, to the loweſt. 


| By what Inſtruments was this extraordinary "Ping 
lution wrought ?—By one of the fineſt Armies in 


the Eaſt or Weſt? Marſhalled by the braveſt Of- 
cers, and headed by the moſt experienced General! 


No: but by a raw, undiſciplined, enſlaved People. 
Who were deſtitute of military Skill ; and without 


any perſonal Qualifications, or warlike Apparatus for 


ſo difficult, ſo dangerous an Enterprize. 1 
Through what Obſtacles was it begun, carried on, 


and compleated?—In Spite of the Attempts of one 


potent Monarch, to detain them in Servitude. In 
Spite of the Reſolution of ſeveral combined Kings, to 
diſpute with them every Inch of Ground to the laſt 


Drop of their Blood.—A deep River, and an Arm 


of the Sea muſt be croſſed, by fix hundred thouſand 


Men, with their Wives, their Children, their Cattle ; 


and without any Veſſel to tranſport them, or any 


Bridge to tranſmit them.—They muſt dwell, forty 


Years, in a deſolate, inhoſpitable, barren Wilderneſs. _ 
Which was infeſted by ravenous Beaſts, and fiery fly- _ 


Ing Serpents. In which there was neither Water; 


nor Corn; nor any ſort of Accommodation for 
Abode, or Suſtenance for Life. 5 

| How were all theſe Difficulties furmounted! — 
Not by the / Arm of Fleſh. This was utterly imprac- 
ticable. But by the moſt aſtoniſhing Interpoſition of ©. 


Omnipotence. — The Egyptian Tyrant is humbled, 
and * to their Terms, by the Infliction of ten 


tremen- 
& Jak x, 27, 


tremendous Plagues.— The Waters of the River 
are dried up, and the Waves of the great Deep are 
divided, ſo as to yield them a ſafe unobſtructed ® Pa- 
ſage. A Stream guſhes even from the hard Rock; 
and gives them Drink, as it had been out of the great 
Depths.—Prodigious Quantities of Manna + deſcend, | 
with every Morning Dew; and ſupply them, not from 
the Garner, but from Heaven, with their daily 
Bread. —V aſt Flights of Quails arrive, with every 
ſetting Sun; aud drop, like a Bird ſhot through the 
Wing t, in the Midſt of their Camp, and round about 
their Habitations.— The Walls of an impregnable 


City 


Wa 


* He led them through the Deep, encumbered as they were with 
their Kneading Troughs, and ſurrounded with frightful Billows, 
| as an Horſe in the Wilderneſs: with as much 475 and Spirit, as 
ſome couragious Courſer makes his Way through (129) a plain, 
open, champaign Country. Iſai. Ixiii. 1g. 2 
+ We are not to think, that the Manna took its Name, from 
any Reſemblance to the medicinal Drug, which, among us, is ſo + 
commonly known, and ſo fre _ uſed. It is rather derived 
from the abrupt Expreſſion of the Hraelites, on their firſt behold- 
ing this wonderful Food. br out with Amazement, 
N 12 Man Hu? What is this? Which Exclamation, denoti 
their own Surprize, and the unexpected as well as unparallel 
ture of the Gift, became both a Memorial of the one, and a De- 
nomination of the other. PL Ip . 
4 This is deſcribed with the utmoſt Vigour and Beauty, in 
that ſublime Piece of ſacred Poetry, Pſal. Ixxviii. 27, 28. He 
rained Fleſh upon them as Duſt, and winged (here lies a peculiar 
N Emphaſis, and thus ſhould. the Original pa yy be tranſlated, 
| winged) Fowl like as the Sand of the Sea. Yet, though they 
were furniſhed with Wings, and therefore might eaſily eſcape 
they neglected to make Uſe of their natural Powers. They 
fell round the Iſraelitiſti Tents, like the Rain from Heaven, 
which returneth not; and like the Sand of the Shore, which can- 
not be numbered. | e 
This whole Pſalm is a manifeſt Proof of the Obſervation, 
which was made in a preceding Paragraph—That be gy ers and 
doftrinal Paſſages of Scripture are, like the Deed and its Coun- 


ter-Part, in their Subſtance exactiy correſponding © and like the 
Links of the ſame Chain, in their Connection ab/olutely inſepa- 
rable. : | 323 34 75 
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City fall to the Ground, at the Blaſt of Rams- Horns x. 
The Sun ſtands ſtill in the Midſt of Heaven, at the 


Voice of a Man}. All the Hoſts of the Nations, 
with all their Weapons of War, are driven aſunder 


as the Foam upon the Waters, and cut off as the Tops 
of the Ears of Corn. PCP bit, 
And ĩs it probable? Can it be poſſible? That every 
Element, and all Nature, ſhould not only concur; but 
alter their e/tabliſhed Courſe ; depart from the funda- 
mental Laws of their Creation; on purpoſe to ratify, © 
what was bolted out by the Patriarch in a drunken 


Nevel, or foiſted into the Text by ſome Hebrew 


Machiavilian? 


Canaan was to be Servant alſo to Fapheth.—Pur- 


| ſuant to this Prediction, did not the Greets and Ro- 


mans, who derive their Lineage from Fapheth, make 
themſelves Maſters of the Refidue of Canaan. Tyre 
built by the Sidonians, and Thebes | by Cadmus, were 
both deſtroyed by Alexander the Grecian. Carthage, 
founded by Dido, was, after a long Succeflion of 
Loſſes, and a vaſt Effuſion of Blood, demoliſhed by 
Scipio the Roman. Which Loſſes made Hannibal, a 


Child of Canaan, cry out with a Mixture of Aſto- | 


niſhment and Deſpondency ; Agnoſes Fortunam Car- 


| thaginis{ i. e. 9 ſee plainly the Hand of Deſtiny 


| | Fob working 

| * Toſh. vi. I Joſh. x. 12, 1g. n 
+ Alexander laid Siege to this City, took it by Storm, and 
« entirely deſtroyed it; _—_ ninety thouſand of the Inhabi- 
<«-tants, and ſelling the reſt, to the Number of thirty thouſand 
ae more, into Slavery.“ Prideaux's Connect. Vol. I. Pag. 479, 
F Vid. Liv. Lib. xxvii. ad ſinem. A Writer of the firſt Re- 
pute, for elegant Taſte, and penetrating Judgment, thinks it 
more than probable, that Hannibal, in this diſpirited and hopeleſs 
Acknowledgment, refers to the Prophecy under 8 

. c 
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6 Ra 
« working; 1 ſee that oracular Doom haſting to its 
« Accompliſhment; in theſe arcaatul Calamities 
“ ſuſtained by Carthage 4 | 
If theſe Facts are true, which have the unanimous | 
Conſent of Hiſtorians for their Support, what can we 
ſay of his Lordſhip? 8 Aſſertion „that Canaan Was 
& Servant to Shem, though not to Fapbeth #2" This, 
I am apprehenſive, will be found as falſe, as the fol- 
lowing ee ad is Weak. * In which He ' urges; 
h « * 


Which will Jeg, my free, thin h 1 FO not erroneous 
_ Tranſlation of the Paſſage, —W hat the ſame Author adds, is ſo 


very ingenious, and ſo appolite to my l g that I will beg 


Leave to tranſcribe it. 
„That the Romans were no Strangers to the ſame divine 


Oracle, appears from Virgil.” 


Progeniem ſed enim Trojano d 2 Sanguine Aer 
zerat, Iyrias olim que verteret Arces. 

Hinc Populum late Regem, Belloque 6 

Vienturum Excidio 7 208 Sic volvere Parcas. 


In tranſlating which, if we only name the Anceſtors, 4 | 
* ſtead of the De -ndants, the original Prophecy glares upon us.“ 


From Japheth's Loins deriv'd, @ Race ſhe knew PE ö 
Defign'd the ng, 43 of Canaan to ſubdue : l 

Wide- read their Empire, deſtin d to ſucceed _* 
And waſte the Sons of Ham: So Fate decreed! 


See Mr. Ridley's Sermons at Lady Moyer's Lecture, Pag. 9589. 

The Words at large are, Canaan became Servant of Ser- 
| « vants to Shem, hw h not to Zapheth, when the Iſraelites con- 
« quered Paleſtine.” Pa 111.1 muſt beg Leave to inquire, 
why the laſt lake it added? Is it to pens. that, when the 
Iſraelites ſubdued the Canaanites, the Deſcendants of Ham were 
not, by this Victory, made Servants to 7a ee Offspring? If 
fo, my Lord encounters a Phantom of own raiſing ; and 
confutes, what no Man afferts.—ls it to inſinuate, that, becauſe 
the Race of Canaan were not, at this Time, made Vaſlals to the 
Poſterity of Japheth, therefore they never were; and, of Conſe- 
quence, the Prophecy was eluded? This ſeems to be the Deſign 
of the N Abſtrafied from this Deſign, I ſee not hat 
End it can anſwer, But this 1s to draw, from Premiſes that are 
true, a Concluſion that is falſe. And is juſt as good Logic, as 
the Libertine's Argument is ſound Divimty z ** Vengeance is 
nt Det, therefore it never will be, Executed, See 2 Pet. iii. 4. 


— 


Fe} = 
That & Canaan” was Servant to one of his Uncles, 
not to his Brethren *,”—Such a Cavil (for cer- 
_ tainly it deſerves no better Name) diſcovers an utter 
Ignorance of the Hebrew. Phraſeology; or elſe, a 
range Inattention to it; I would not ſay, an egregious 
A iſrepreſentation of it. I thought every one had 
known, till Lord Bolingbroke undeceived me, That | } 
nothing is more common in the oriental Idiom, than 
to expreſs any Relatives of the Male Line, by the 
Denomination of Brethren +. 
] hope, your Ladyſhip will not think hi, or any 
of my other Remarks, decently free. In the Pre- 
' ſence of the moſt High G OD, all Men are upon a 
Level. When the Honour of his divine Word or 
glorious Attributes is concerned, We are to know 79 
Man after the Fleſh t; pay no deferential Regard to 
the Diſtinctions of Birth, or Elevations of Character. 
In theſe Liſts the Privileges of Peerage ceaſe. And I 
ſhould reckon myſelf the moſt abject of Creatures, if, 
through Reſpect of Perſons, I could palliate or ſecrete 
the Truth, when the ever-venerable Oracles of In- 
ſpiration are treated with Contempt. A Violation of 
Decency this! by whatever Hand it is offered or 
from whatever Quarter it comes, incomparably more 
flagrant than Scandalum Magnatum. 
Pardon, Madam, this Digreſſion, and permit me 
farther to obſerve—That the Progeny of Ham, in 
another Line, an to this very Day, che Slaves of 
the 


a 1 Pag. 11% 
4 See Gen, xiii. 8. Where Abraham and Lot, though Uncle 
had Nephew, are called Brethren, —Gen. xxiv. 48. Where 
_ Bethuel, another of Abraham's Nephews, is ſtyled his Brother. — 


| Gen. xvi. 12. Xxiv. 27. 
"$8 2 Corinth. \ v. 16, 
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the whole trading World. ab Męrbes 1 mean: 
whoſe Deſcent is from that unhappy Man. And 

' what is their Country, but the Market of Slavery? 
Are not their Perſons bought “ and fold, as the meaneſt 
Commodities ? Are they not debaſed to the nioft 
ſordid, and harraſſed with the moſt toilſame Drudgery? 
Made, in the ſtrictly literal Senſe 12 che Phraſe, * 
1 of Servants ? 


* have not forgotten what I promiſed to make ap- 
pear, with relation to the Egyptians; neither ſhall I 
overlook what his Lordſhip has remonſtrated, from x 
the ſame Quarter. The Defcendants of Mizraim,” 
He ſays, another of the Sons of Ham, were the 
« Egyptians: And they were ſo far from being Ser- | 
“ vants of Servants to their Couſins the —_— 

« that theſe were Servants of Servants to them 4.” 
For a Seaſon, they were. But this Servitude was 
calculated for the Good of their Community, and re- 
dounded to the Glory of their G OD. It terminated 

in ſuch aſignal Deliverance, as brought Honour and 
Opulence to themſelves, Confuſion and Ruin to their 
Enemies. Does it then follow, from this temporary 
Superiority of the Egyptians, which ended i in ſo d 28 
trous a Manner, that they were excepted in the De- 
nunciation of. the Curſe, or Yep bd with an Act of 
Indemnity. ; | 

What ſays the FAUBDE A;vitritdr ? The Nation 
whom 2 * will J TO t- 1 myſelf will puniſh ; 

not 85 


2 
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* No leſs than thirty Thouſend, I have been informed, are, 
1 every Vear, bought for Slaves by the Engliſſ only. 
pu. 7 . 112. 4 7 xv. * 
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not by any human Inſtruments, but by my own im- 
pl mediate Hand. Accordingly, they were viſited with. 
ith the moſt dreadful and deſtructive Plagues. In the 
1 laſt of which, the Firſt-born, the F lower of their | 
Kingdom, were cut off; and at length, their King, 
and his whole Army, periſhed in the Red Sea. Does 
my Lord make no Account of theſe moſt terrible and 
unexampled Judgments ? | 25 
Beſides; what was the Condition of this People i in 
the following Ages? If we conſult Eze#iz, He will 
declare it, as clearly by the Spirit of Prophecy *, as 
11 if He had lived on the Spot, and ſeen the Face of 
Affairs. And it came to paſs in the eleventh Year, in 
a! the fir/t Manth, in the ſeventh Day of the Month, that 
the Word of the LORD came unto me, \ ſaying z Son 
of Man, have broken the Arm of Pharaoh King of 
Egypt; and lo, it ſhall not be bound up to be healed, to 
put a Roller to bind it, to make it ſtrong to hold the 
Sword. will ſcatter the Egyptians among the Na- 
tions, and will diſperſe them through the Countries, — 
Egypt. hall be the baſe/t of Kingdoms, neither ſhall it ex- 
alt itſelf any more among the Nations.— And there ſhall 
be no more a Prince of the Land of Egypt. Ils not 
. all this confirmed by antient Hiſtory, and by the pre- 
0 * ſent State of Africa? From the one We learn, That 
1 the Egyptians were ſubject, firſt to the Perſians; next 
4 to the Grecians; then to the Romans; afterwards to 
| the Arabs. And from the other it appears, That they 
vw wear the Turtiſb Yoke: are governed, not by a 
4 Prince of their own, but by the Grand Seignor and 
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* Leak. xxx. 20, 21, + xxix. 16. xxx. 13. 


„ „ | 
Nay; let any Perſon look round upon al! the Coun- 
tries, peopled by the Progeny of Ham; and I am 
much miſtaken, if He does not find them, what the 
Pſalmiſt deſcribes, Dar# Places of the Earth, and full 
of the Habitations of Cruelty *. the Dens of Rapine, 
and the Dungeons of Ignorance : where Slavery drags 
the Chain, and Tyranny lifts the Scourge.—Inſo- 
much, that We need not ſcruple to ſay, in the em- 
phatical Words of Joſhua; Not one Thing has failed of 
all the Good, or the evil Things, which the L ORD 
' ſpake by the Mouth of Noah, concerning each of his 
Sons reſpectively. All are come to paſs, not one Thing 


has failed +. | 8 
This calls upon me to clear up another Part of the 
Prediction The Blefling pronounced upon S hem, 


and the Enlargement promiſed to Fapheth. Which 
will afford a new Argument, to maintain the Authen- 
ticity of the Paſſage, and aſſert its divine Inſpiration. 
I aid, the Blefling pronounced upon. Becauſe, I 
would not tranſlate the Words, Blefed be the LORD 
GOD of Shem; but, Bleed of the LORD GOD 
is Shem. This will put a fri4ing Contraſt, between 
the Doom of the irreligious Scoffer, and the Reward - - 
of filial Piety: this is what we naturally expect from a 
G OD, who is not unrighteous to forget his People, 
and their Labours of Love: this Senſe the original 
Language will very commodiouſly bear t, and the 
Event ſeems to require, For, how manifeſtly, how 


Val. hie. 20. + Joſh. xxiii. 14. 
+ Gen. ix. 26. e doe 77 7 Words of the y 
- ſame Import, in the very fame Conſtruction, are thus rendered 
by our Tranſlators, Deut. xxxiii. 13. and will hardly admit of 
any other Interpretation; nan ww mn Blefſed OF the 
_ LORD, Sc. ; 52 CC wy 


| 7 44 1 
eminently, was this benedictive Sentence fulfilled 
Since, i in the Poſterity of hem, the Church of GOD 
was eftabliſhed, and his true Worſhip propagated, 
From Him, the Redeemer of Mankind, that Bleſſi ing 
of Bleſſings, according to the Fleſh ſprung. 
 Thegreat Enlargement of Fapheth's Territories, is 
no leſs certain, and no leſs remarkable. He had, for 
his Poſſeſſion, the Ifles of the Sea Weſtward, and the 
fine extenſive Countries near them; Spain, lraly, 
Greece, Aſia the Leſs, all Europe, and the vaſt Regions 
towards the North ; which antiently the Scythians, 
now the Tartars inh abit ; from whom the Americans, 
the People of the new World, ſeem to be derived. 
By Fapheth's dwelling in the Tents of Shem, is 


meant The Converſion of the European Gentiles, to 
| the Goſpel-of CHRIST. Who, through a long 
j n of Years, were Aliens from the Commons 
l \ Wealth of Iſrael ; Strangers to the Covenants of Promiſe; 
1 . having no Hope of eternal Life; and without any ſav- 


ing Knowledge of GOD in the World*, But were, 
: in due Time, perſuaded to embrace the true Faith: 
1 were made (as the Apoſtle elegantly ſpeaks, and in 
1 2 Strain perfectly correſponding with the Language 
ii of our Prophecy) Fellow-citizens with the Saints, and 
S | of the Houſhold of GOD+. An Event, altogether as 
=  ! undeniable, as it is important, delightful, and glorious; 
| ' _ © Upon the whole; I cannot but think that his 
= - Lordſhip has planted his Battery, and played his Ar- 
5 tillery, if not like an unſkilful, at leaſt like an un- 
ſcceſsful Engineer. He has planted his Battery againſt 
| a a Place, too well forked to 2 of any Impreſſion, 
and 
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and that muſt infallibly triumph over every Aſſault. 5 
He has ſo played his Artillery, that it recoils upon 
HFlimſelf, and cruſhes his own Deſign.— And this, 1 
apprehend, will always be the Iſſue, when Men even 
of the ſingſi Genius and moſt improved Capacities, pre- 
ſume to attack the Scriptures of eternal Truth. 
8 Ik)6is very Paſlage, inſtead of depretiating, unſpeak- 
| ably ennobles, the divine Writings, It ſhews, that 
they bear the Stamp—of that all over-ruling Power, 
which purpoſes, and none ſhall diſanhull it of that 
 all-comprehending Knowledge, which diſcerns Events, 
long, long before they come into Exiſtence. —And 
let any i Reader judge, what Degree of 
Eſteem thoſe Books may fairly challenge; whoſe 
leaſt conſiderable, or, in his Lordſhip's Opinion, 
moſt obnoxious Parts, have ſuch a Depth, and ſuch a a | 
Dignity of Wiſdom ! Such as will be admired and 
revered, ſo long as hi/toric Truth has any Croll or 
commercial Intelligence any Being. 


Shall I treſpaſs upon your Ladyſhip's 8 4 
little farther ! The Penmen of the Old Teftament, 
| carry all the Marks of the moſt diſinteręſted and unde- 
ning Sincerity. They record the Failings of their 
favourite and moſt illuſtrious Heroes; ; without con- 
cealing the Puniſhm?nt, inflicted on ſuch Miſcarriages. 
Ehe uniform Tendency of their Narratives and 
Obſervations is, To promote a Religion the moſt 
pure, the moſt benevolent, the moſt elevated imagina» _ 
ble; as remote from all ſelfiſh Aims, and every low 
Art of Colluſion, as the Heavens are higher than the 
Farth.— They were Men ſingularly qualified for their 
Work; being: either Eye- M itneſſes of the Facts, 
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they relate; or elſe Cotemporaries with the Perſons, 
they deſcribe ; or ſtill more remarkably diſtinguiſhed, . 
by their Ability to work Miracles, and their Inſight 
into Futurity.— As to the Facts related, ſome of 


them had anniverſary Solemnities, on which they were 
commemorated.: Some of them had ſignificant Czre- 


monies, by which. they were repreſented. They were 


publicly read in the Synagogues, and univerſally known 


through the Nation. It was a Duty of Religion, to 


talk of them by Day, to meditate on them by Night, 
and diligently to in/tr4# their Children in them. And 


were not theſe Circumſtances a Security, an inviolable 


Security againſt any Attempt to corrupt, to innovate, . 
or alter 80 that their Writings appear with 


* 


every Character, both internal and external, of ge- 


nuine Truth; and with the moſt unqueſtionable Ce- 
dentials, from the GOD of Power, and GOD of 


Wiſdom x. Conſequently, they have a Credibility 


of their own: ſufficient both to claim, and to ſupport, 


the Faith of an antient Few. Such as muſt command 
the Aﬀent of every rational and honeft Inquirer, even 


before the Chriſtian Diſpenſation took Place. 


If my Lord had duly adverted to theſe Conſidera- 
tions; ſurely, He would have expunged that bold and 
raſh Aſſertion, without Chriſtianity we have no 

n 4 Obli- 


* Another very extraordinary Peculiarity in theſe Writings; 


and, to me at leaſt, an undoubted Proof, that their Authors 
were divinely inſpired; is, Their peryect Agreement, and entire 
Conſiſtency throughout.— Though they were compoſed by drffe- 
rent Men, placed in very eren Stations of Life; and 
Houriſhing in very diftant Ages of the- World: Yet, they are 


as conſonant and harmonious, as if they had all been penned by 
theme Hand. —Any Thing equal to this, I never ſaw; never 


heard of; and I believe, the moſt inveterate or moſt ſagacious 


Adverſaries of the Ol Teſtament, will not attempt to produce a 


Parallel. 


_ 


\ 


* 
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0 -Oblipaiion to believe the Old Tftament®. — 
Surely, he would never have left in Him, . 
untbarrantable and injurious Inſinuation; That the 
Hebrew Original deſerves no better Credit, than the 
fabulous Story + of the Septuagint Tranſiation.— 


Nor have found an y Reaſon to 5 proteſt, that He © 


«© knew of no Rule to go byt,” (in ſettling the De- 
gree of Aſſent, due to the ſeveral Parts of the Old T 
tament) but the fanciful Diſtinqtion, which has already 
been examined. — He would rather have found Rea- 
| fon to adopt and ſubſcribe Aur's Confeſſion of Faith. 
A Man, who was famous in his own, who will be 
famous in every Generation; and for this, among 
other moſt judicious Maxims; EVERY Word of 
GOD is pure F. Tis all Gold, 5 Gold, without 
| 5 the leaſt Alloy. | | 

For my own Part, I freely acknowledge to your 
Ladyſkip, that J value the ſacred Hiſtory (even ex- 
cluſive of its Connection with the tranſcendent Glo- 
ries of CHRIST, and the unſpeakable Benefits of 
Redemption) on the very ſame Principles, which in- 
cline our Connoiſſeurs to value thoſe celebrated Au- 
tigues, they call Medals fingular. Becauſe, it is ſup- 
role, there is but one of the Sort extant, Con- 
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1 5 xxx. 5. St. Peter bears much the — Teſtimony ny, 
to the whole Order of ſcriptural Writings. . 0 rd — 
their Ie, He calls them Melt; becauſe, nothin 
a to r and 5 * Wich rege —_ 
eir Quality. He ſtyles them (adJoAoy) fincere, unadulterrd, | 
Fay without any Max of Falſhood, or any 1 Tincture of | 
- Folly, 1 "_ li. 2, 
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64000 ng the private Intereſts, and perſonal Attachments, 


which are ſo apt to biaſs the human Mind; conſider- 
ing the zmperfe Information, and Ignorance of Cauſes, 


to which all other Writers are unavoidably ſubject; I 


Point of ſtrict, preciſe, univerſal Veracity, SING U- 


LAR. There is none other beſides. this, no, not 
one in the whole World, that is free from all the 
falſe Colourings of Prejudice; clouded with Mix- 
ture of Uncertainty; moſt minutely true; and to be 


depended on, in every Particular. The Sacred Hiſ- 
tory, is not only ſeated on the Throne of Truth ; but, 
in ge Relpects, n it without a Rival. 


"Had Bilingbrake i is fond of Davila *. n 
Davila diſcovers the hidden Springs of Action, and 


_ traces up almoſt every Enterprize to its Source 14. — 
Is this ſo valuable a Qualification in the Italian? 


How then ſhould we admire the inſpired Hiſtorians ? 
Who diſcloſe to us, not the ſecret Meaſures of 2 
Court; but the wunſearchable Caunſels of Heaven : Not 
the little Motives, that actuate the Politician, but 


the deep Defigns of the univerſal Sovereign: And all 


this, not from precarious Surmiſe, but with the full: 
Aſſurance. An Excellency! to which no other Nar- 
rative on Earth, can lay any Claim. 

The Seriptures throw Light upon the moſt memo- 


rable 9 that haue paſſed in the Heathen 


World, 


A* He. wrote a Hiſtory of the Ca Wars of France, in fif- 
teen Books; containing all that was remarkable, from the Death 
of He II. in 1 359, to the Peace of Veroms in 1598. It was 
originally written in Italian, and en into 1 bY + 
Bodoin. Collier's Hiſt. Dif. | 
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World, and are recorded by the claſſic Author. 
When. the A/jrian Monarch ſubdues Kingdoms, and 


ravages Nations; We are apt to think, He is only 
gratifying his inſatiable Ambition. But the Scripture 


aſſures us, that He was the Staff in JEHOVAH'S 
Hand, and the Rod of his Indignation*. An Inftru- 
ment, made uſe of by the King of Kings, to execute 
his righteous Vengeance. When Cyrus is habitu- 


ated to all the noble Exerciſes, educated in all the _ 
fine Accompliſhments, that form the 'gallant Prince, 


and conſtitute the complete General; Xenophon ſees 
nothing more, than the Exertion of human Policy. 
But 1/a:ah beholds the all ſuper- intending Arm of the 
LORD, girding + this Hero, and preparing Him 


for the Deliverance of his People. — $0 that the 


Scripture-Hiſtory i is itſelf the grandeſt and moſt uſe - 
ful; while its inter- current Obſervations,” are a Key 
to open, the moſt celebrated Affairs, WO give = 
W and Eſtimation to other Annals. | 


The grandeft, and moſt uſe ful. —This wilt appear 
to be more than a bare Aſſertion, if we recollect; 
That Here is a Diſplay of that great Me Nah, who is 
the Hope of Iſrael t, and the Defire of all Nations, 


A Diſplay of Him, in his myſterious Incarnation ; - 


his wonderful Perſon; and all the gracious, the be- 
nign Majeſty of his mediatorial Offices. From the 
x Promiſe (made to our firſt Parents) through 

oe” D 3 fi, all 


| * Ifaiah x. 5. 
193 Ifaiab xlv. 5. I have girded thee, Thou haſt not known me. 
Xenophon' s Kue Ila dee, though written wich quite a different 
View, is a very fine, and perhaps the very beſt Comment, on 
{aiats beautiful and expreſſive Phraſe, Phe. 
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all its progreſſive Evolutions; till He ariſes in the 
New Teftament, ay the only-begotten of the Father *; 
with a Luftre and Dignity, ſuitable to ſo divine a 
Perſonage. ——— Which is an Event, of ſuch incom- 
parable Condeſcen/ion, Magnificence, and Grace, that 
all the Prophets bear Witneſs to it t, and the V 
Angels defire to look into itt. 

How then muſt your Ladyſhip be furpriſedg to ſee 
Lord Bolingbroke undertaking to aſſign the principal 


Scope of the Moſaic & Hiſtory (the former Part of it 
at leaſt) and not enlarging, not dwelling upon, no, 


nor ſo much as mentioning, the Redeemer. That all- 
- glorious, all- important REDEEMER, who is 

the Sum and Subſtance of the whole Scriptures : the 
Ap and Omega in all the Revelations of GOD. 

Of whom Moſes || wrote, and whoſe Day Abra- 
ham ſaw +.——Whoſe Righteouſneſs was preached 
by Neah*®, and his final Adventforetold by Enoch ++. 
——- Whoſe Merits, apprehended by Faith, were the 
Recommendation of Abe/'s Sacrifice FF ; and the Con- 
folation of Adam I}, under the Loſs of Immortality, 
and Expulſion from Paradiſe, From whom many, 
if not all, the Aute-diluvian Patriarchs, borrow their 
Honours; and ſtand upon everlaſting Record, chiefly 
as being in the Number of bis Progenitors.— This 
capital Omiſſion is (to uſe his Lordſhip's own Lan- 
Lin e 3 e! of N arg and 


5 SI quite A 
® WE TY . 1 Adds x, 43. ＋ 1 Pet. i. 12. 
8 Pag. 109. | John v. 46. + John viii. 56. 
2 Pet. ii. 3. It can hardly be doubted, but Ma preached 


re very ſame Righteouſneſs, of which he himſelf was an Heir; 
Ex _ we are allured, was the Rightcouſneſs of Faith; Heb, 
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« quite inexcuſable in A Writer, ho knew, or 
ſhould have known , that, in its :nu/t early as 
well as in its later Periods, it a | 
CHRIST. 1 

Thus to undertake, and ah to 3 is a8 if 
Camp Pretender to Anatomy, ſhould engage to explain 
the Nature of Animal Motion; and ſay not a Word, 
concerning the Nerves, the Muſcles, the Heart. 
Or, as if ſome Smatteror in Geography, ſhould offer 
to exhibit a complete Map of our Country; and 
leave intirely out of his Plan, the Cities, the Towns, 

and the Rivers. — Vet, this is not the only Incident, 
on which my Lord, however critical in profane 


Literature, diſcovers Himſelf to have heen very re- 


-miſs in the Study, at leaſt very Juperficial in the 
Knowledge, of his Bible. 

From which Hint I would take FO Wer obs to in- 
treat, and with the moſt affectionate Earneſtneſs, all 
that are inclined to diſpute againſt this divine Bock, 
firſt to make themſelves thoroughly acquainted with it. 
And would they once ſet about the momentous 
Work, with a candid, upright, and impartial Mind: 
Free from the Faundice of Prejudices ; not blinded 

with the Fumes of Self-Conceit ; nor intoxicated with 

the Cup of vicious Pleaſure: If they would thus ex- 
amine the inſpired Volumes, they would ſoon per- 
ceive ſuch a lovely Cunſtellation of Truth, of Wiſdom, 

and of Grace, ſhining forth from every Page; as 

muſt turn their Di/e/teem into Aamiration, and their 
verſion. in into Delight. | . 

4 LN But 
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Butif they bring with them a Fondneſs for Fame; 
a haughty Self-ſufficiency of Spirit; or an ignoble 
Attachment-to ſenſual Gratifications : If they are de- 
termined to. cheriſh, and will on no Conſideration | 
_ divorce, theſe Seducers of the Heart, and Perverters 
of the Fudgment :- We cannot wonder, that the 
| Scriptures ſhould appear to them, with much the 
fame Aſpect, as the miraculous Cloud appeared to 
the Egyptians. Which threw Darkneſs on their 
1 Paths, and ſhed Horror on their Souls; even while it 
gave Light to the Steps, and Alacrity to the Hopes, 
of the Ifraelites *—In this Caſe, we may aſſign a 
\ Reaſon for their Oppoſition, from the unhappy Cir * 
cumſtances recorded of Ihmarl+ : Their Hand, 
their Tongue, their Pen, is againſt the Word of 
GOD; becauſe, the Word of GOD is againſt 
. their Tempers, and their b a2 | 


In the Cans: we behold the Arm of the 
LORD revealed. Other Hiſtorians, only gueſs 
at the Interpoſition of an avenging, or propitious 
GOD. And, though Conjectures of this Kind, 
occur but very rarely, in their Works; they are fre- 
quently cenſured, as a preſumptuous Intruſion upon 
the Arcana of Heaven.—But'the Pen-men of Scrip- 
ture, with unerring Certainty declare; This is the 
ater th _—. a + Strobe from the Sword of his 
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* Exod. xiv. 20. I was 4 Cloud aud Daring to them, but 
it gave Light by Night to theſe, 


+ Gen. xvi. 12, His Hand will be again 1885 and 
"every Man's Hand againſt Hin, us 19 


Juſtice x, or a Reward from the Riches of his Good 
neſs +. x „ 0} ar Ne 
Here we perceive, as in the brighteſt Mirrour, 
what Practices He favours, and what Mechods He: 
oppoſes e what Courſes are attended with his Bleſſing, 
and what Behaviour provokes his Diſpleaſure.— 
Theſe Records ſet before us the moſt fri#ing Exe m. 
1 plißcations, both of the divine Threatnings, and of 
„ the divine. Promiſes: demonſtrating, from repeated 
Experience, that the former, are more than | vain 
Menaces; the latter, are far from alluring Fallaciss. 
By which Means, they are admirably well adapted 
to inculcate thoſe fundamental Leſſons of practical z 
Religion—a continual Advertence to G OD—a be- 
lieving Dependence on GO D—and an habitual Ex- 
pectation of Succeſs in our Schemes, not merely from 
any Addreſs or Induſtry of our own, but from tuje 
all- powerful Benediction of GOD. Which are, of 


x 


* See 2 Chron. X. 15,—XY, 6,—Xxxv. 20. —XXViii. 5s * 
6. xxix. 8, 9. | | 1 | 
| + See 2 Chron. xii. 7,—— xii. 15, 16, 18, ——xiv. 6, 12. 
—XVi. 5 xxvii. 6.- I refer to the Chronicles, rather 
than to the other Parts of ſacred Hiſtory, in order to create a 
higher Efteem for theſe excellent Memoirs. Many People, I 
- believe, are contentedly ignorant of the Chronicles. Becauſe, 
ſome of the. firſt, Chapters conſiſt of Hebrew Names, which are 
forbidden, and of genealogical Tables, which are uſeleſs, to the 
Generality of Readers, ——But notwithſtanding their unpro- 
miſing Introduction, they contain the moſt memorable and momen« + 
tous Occurrences. They are interſperſed with the moſt wergh 
and edyfying Remarks. They are worthy of our repeated Peru- 
ſal, and will amply repay the moſt careful Attention.——-1 
would compare them to ſome noble Mine, whoſe Su is bar- - 
ren, and ſeems to include nothing valuable, But, as you pene- 
trate the Soil, the Treaſure opens. The deeper you go, the 
more Riches you find. And, inſtead of regretting the little 
Toil of Application, you are only grieved, that ybu undertook 
the gainful Search no ſooner, OS | 
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Ls 1 
all other Precepts, perhaps, ae mot falutary and | 
beneficial to Mankind. 

My Remarks would be immoderately prolix, were 
Shay to enumerate all the Perfections of Sa red Hiſ- 
tory. I ſhall content myſelf with wiſhing, that your 
| Ladyſhip may eſteem, may reverenge, may love the 


. whole Book of GO Don in Proportion to its 


Worth. Then, I am perſuaded, it will have your 


_ higheſt Eſteem, your profounde/? . and moſt 


deuoted Love. : 


Before 1 hots give me Leave, Madam, to 
make one Regugl. Which I make, under a Senſe of 
my various Obligations to your Ladyſhip ; with all 
the engaging Acts of your Condeſcenſion and Gene- 
roſity, full in my View. It ought therefore to be, 
and it really is, expreſſive of the moſt unfeigned Thank- 
fulneſs for your Favours, and of the true/? Zeal for 


your Happineſs. It is this That you would carry 
on a daih Intercourſe, and cultivate a holy, an inti- 


mate Familiarity, with the inſpired Writers, and their 
ineſtimable Volumes. Read them. Recollect 
them. Weigh thetn,—Contemplate them, in their 


- magnificent hole; in their beautiful Parts; and 


their harmonious Connections. 
I ſhould be afraid to recommend, in this zealous 


Manner, and to this aſſiduous Peruſal, the me/? cor- 


rect Compoſitions, that ever proceeded from a human 


Pen. But Here, I am under no Apprehenſion, of 
your exhauſting the Mine, and complaining of Emp- 
tineſe: under no Apprehenſion, leſt the Entertain- 


ment thould — _ your Taſte, and create 
x Dig. 


[5s 1 | | 
| Dice. The more We ſearch thoſe n 
of Wiſdom; the better We underſtand thoſe Ora 
cles of Truth; the more they will approve themſelves 
to our Fudgment, and become dearer, ſtill dearer to 
our Affections.— The Pages of. Scripture, like the 
Productions of Nature, will not only endure the Teſt, 
but improve upon the Trial. The Application of 
the Microſcope to the one, and a repeated Meditas 
tion on the other, are ſure to diſplay new: Beauties, 
and preſent Us with higher Attractives. N ay, the 
very Attempts of an Adverſary to blacken the Scrip- 
tures, ſerve only to encreaſe their Luſtre. For my 
Part, I never. ſhould have ſeen the Prediction of 
| Neah, riſing, with ſuch Perſpicuity, Propriety; and 

Glory, to Obſervation; had not Lord Bolingbroke 

made an Effort, to over-whelm it with h.Objoiqnss 
and int * it into Diſcredit. 

Above all, may We bring to this beſt of Studies, 
an humble Mind, A Mind, deeply ſenſible of its own 
Ignorance and Weakneſs ; yet frequently and chear- 
fully lifted up to GOD, for his enlightening and 
animating Spirit. That, by his bleſſed Influences, 
our Underſtandings may be opened to underſtand the 
| Scriptures +, and our Hearts opened to receive them : 
| to underſtand them, in all the Fulneſi of their hea- 


5. 


* An Alluſion to the Motto, in the Title Page, | 
©  Merfes profundo, Pulchrior event, Eff 
and expreſſive of 1 its Meaning. 1 


T Luke xxiv. 45» 


Acts xvi. 14.—— Such is tis ſuch the Depravity 
* Minds, that they will not, they cannot, be made wiſe unto 
| Salvation, even from the Sfp” themſelves without the 


powerful | 


—— 


— * | : 7 
: — 
venly Meaning; to receive them, in all the Force of 
their transforming Power. That, reading the 
Threatnings, We may tremble * at the awful Word; 
and acknowledge ourſelves juſtly liable, to thoſe ter- 
rible Judgments. But at the fame Time believe» 
chat CHRIST has delivered Us from the Curſe of the 
Law, being made a Curſe for us +— That, reading the 
Promiſes, We may confeſs Ourſelves unworthy of 
an Intereſt; in fuch unſpeakable Bleflings. Yet 
reſt affured, that all the Promiſes of GOD are Na and 
Amen in CHRIST FESUSt: are our unqueſ- 
tionable- Portion, through his Merits and Atone- 
ment; and will certainly be fulfilled, through his In- 
terceſſion and Faithfulneſs. Reading the Precepts,. 
let Us rejoice in the Belief, that our Saviour, obe- 
dient unto Death, has fulfilled them perfect for our 
Juſtification: that our Saviour, exalted unto Heaven, 
has engaged topui his Spirit within Is for our Sancti- 
. fication; cauſing Us to walk in his Statutes, and to 
heep his Fudgments, and do them |. —Contemplating 
the various Examples, may We uſe fome of them, as 
admonitory Sea-Marks, to avoid the Rocks of Sin: uſe 
others, as a conducting Clue, to guide our Feet into 
| powerful Agency of the bleſſed Spirit. Unleſs lis Influences 
_— 4 eee wha ty the Doctrines, when 
rſtood, to our Hearts; We ſhall be, even with the Word 
of Ligii and Life in our Hands, ſomewhat like blind Bartimeus, 
it fitting amidft «he Beams of Day; or like the withered Arm, with 
1 invaluable Freaſures before it. This, I think, Experience muſt 
acknowledge; bis, I am very certain, the, Text referred to, in 
Concert with many others, evinces e. 
* Sce Ezra x. 4.-——2 Chron. xxxiv. 27. Where it might 
not be amiſs, to compare the. Temper of true Believers, and the 
Behaviour of an illuſtrious King, with the Spirit that rung 


through his Loraſtep's Performance, _ FC 
+ Gal. iii. 13. 4 2 Cor. i. 20. Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 
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i Us 
the Way of Peace: uſe all, as ſo many Tucitementsy 
to awaken our Circumſpection, or quicken our Dili- 
gence, in making our Calling and Election ſure. 

Then, We ſhall have another Proof, that the Ori- 
ginal of theſe holy Books, is not from Man, but 
from the LORD JEHOV AH. A Proof, which 
ſome People may explode, as imaginary or. enthuſt- 
aſtical: but is really of the atmet Solidity, and. of the 
loft Importance. Which, though-by no Means inde- 
pendent on, much leſs excluſive of, other Evidencesz 
is, nevertheleſs, to each individual Perſon, incom- 
parably more valuable, than any, or every other At- 
teſtation. We ſhall HAVE THE WITNESS 
IN OURSELVES#. We. ſhall experience, on 


our own Souls, the happy Energy of the Scriptures. 
They will be the I»/trument of working, ſuch a 
lively Faith in CHRIST; ſuch an ardent Love of 
GOD; ſuch a cordial Benevolence for our Fellow- 
Creatures +; as cannot fail to exalt our Deſires, 
refine our Aﬀections, and dignify our Tempers.— 
| 9 5nd... 
| | 5 1 John v. 10. | 3 
+ This is what his Lordſhip means, or ought to mean, when 
He ſpeaks of the proper Force of Religion; that Force which 
ſubdues the Mind, and awes the Conſcience by Conviction; 
pag. 182. And Iam well aſſured, whatever He may ſurmiſe to 
the contrary, that this Voucher to the real Inſpiration of the 
Scriptures,and divine Original of Chriſtianity, ** is not wanting.“ 
Nay, I durſt venture to engage, that it never twill be wanting to 
any Perſon, who feeks it with due Attention, and becoming 
Diligence: and neither forgets, nor neglects thoſe neceſſary 
Preparatives, preſcribed by the 2 Maſter of the Chriſtian 
School — the one, comprehended in this Maxim; F any Man 
will do his Will, He fall know 'of the Doctrine, whether it be of 
GOD. John vii. 17. The other, delivered in the following 
Direction; / any of you lack Wiſdom, let Him afk of GOD, who 
* 7 all Men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given 
mM. am, 1, Ho | 5 = : | | 


; j * 


1 38 J 
Such as will adminiſter Comfort under Affliction, and 
impart an additional Reliſh to Proſperity.— Such as 
will teach Us to order our Converſation right, 
amidſt all the Snares, all the Labyrinths of Time; 
and gradually train Us up, for the pure Bliſs, and 
conſummate. Enjoyments of Eternity. 

May THIS Proof, Madam, be written on your 
Fleart—written in bright and indelible Characters 
written by the Fi inger of the lig GOD Hen, 

Il am aſſured, every Attempt, to ſtagger your Belief, 
or withdraw your Veneration from THE BIB LE; 
will be like an Attempt, to ſhatter the Rock in Pieces 

1 with a Bubble, or to pierce the Adamant with a Fea- 

i | ther,—This is not only the ſincere Wiſb; but, fo 

| 
| 


long as Religion and Gratitude have any Place in my 
, it will alſo be the earneſt Prayer of 
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Your LanDysnie's 
much obliged, 


and moſt obedient 
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Have taken no Notice of his Lordſhip's | 
1 Animadverſions, relating to the Genuine- ! 
| © Neſs of the Goſpel-Hiſftory. Becauſe, this 
would be entering upon a new Field; which 
I leave open and untouched, for ſome more 
able Defender of that invaluable Depoſi- 
tum. Not that I apprehend, there is any 
Thing very formidable in the Attack. But 
I think it would be ſerviceable, as I am per- 
ſuaded it is eaſy, to. ſhew the Weakneſs and 
Unreaſonableneſs of thoſe Arguments; which 
Men of ſuperior Abilities are obliged to take 
up with, when they liſt themſelves under the 
Banner of Scepticiſm or Infidelity.— It 
would alſo be a Piece of public Juſtice, to 
enquire into the Sincerity, Probity, and Con- 
fiftericy of thoſe Writers; who, in ſome Places, 
lay a mighty Streſs upon the Authority of the. 
New Teſtament; (pag. 94.) in others, endea- 
_ . vour to ſap the very Foundation of its Credi- 
bility ; (pag. 177+), 
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By the late Rev, JAMES HERVEY, A. M. 
| 3 Rector of M efton-F avell, in Northamptonſhire. 
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Train up a Child in the Way She ſhould go; and when 
She is old She wwill not depart from it. Prov. xxii. 6. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


s this little Treatiſe was intended 
for the Preſs, by the late Reve- 

rend Mr. HERVEVY, he had tranſcribed 
it from his Short-hand Copy — The 
candid Reader will, however, make the 


proper Allowances for a poſthumous 
Piece, which would undoubtedly have 


appeared leſs defective, had it "been re- 
viſed | by the 1 ingenious AUTHOR. 
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T has long been a prevailing Report, that, 
1 among Perſons of Education and Diſtinction, 
true Religion is very rare. This, I would hope, 
is an invidious Rumour, rather than a true Re- 
preſentation of the Caſe. May it not be an Arti- 
fice of the grand Enemy ? calculated to bring the 
beſt and nobleſt of Cauſes into Diſrepute: As 
though Politeneſs and Piety were inconſiſtent: As 
though Grace and Good- breeding were irtecon- 
cileable.— Is then the Faith of CHRIST 
quite ae to refined Manners ? as the Red of 
Moſes was to the counterfeit Miracles of the Ma- 
gicians. No: it is rather like the Influence of 
the Sanctuary on the Rod of Aaron; which, 
. while it remained at a Diſtance from the Taberna- 
* was a dry, ſapleſs, and barren Stick ; but, 
A2 hewn : 


110 the REI Io IouSs Epvcation 


when depoſited before the Ark, was quickened into 
vegetable Light, was adorned with a Milk-white 
Bloom, and enriched with full- grown Fruit: or, as 
the ſacred Hiſtorian expreſſes this ſurpriſing Fact, 
&« Tt brought forth Buds, and bloomed Bloſſoms, 
© and yielded Almonds,” Numb. xvii. 8. 
I find upon the Liſt of Saints, the moſt re- 
nowned Kings and victorious Generals; the 
ableſt Politicians, and the greateſt Philoſophers : 
Men, that bave bid the Sun ſtand ſtill, and pro- 
long the departing Day ; have laid an Embargo 
upon Darkneſs, and protracted the Shades of Night; 
have commanded the Ground to cleave aſunder, 
and tranſmit their preſumptuous Foes to a ſtrange 
and inevitable Deſtruction; have divided the im- 
pe:uous Waves, and led their Followers to Safety 
and to Conqueſt, through the Depths of the Sea. 
Men, who have walked in the burning fiery Fur- 
nace, as under the Shelter of an embowering Ar- 
bour; and ſat in the Lion's Den, amidſt a Herd 
of hungry Monſters, with as much Serenity, and 
as much security, as amidſt a Circle of Boſom 
Friends. | | 
I myſelf have known various Perſons, admired 
"fer their accompliſhed Behaviour, and revered for 
their exalted Station, who have thought it their 
higheſt Honour to be the Servants of JESUS 
CHRIST. My excellent Friend Camillus, at 
whoſe Houſe I now reſide, is one of the Number. 
'T cannot refrain from giving a Pourtrait of Ca- 
"zrillus ; or rather, of a few of his moſt diſtinguiſh- 
log Features: * For, to a Him in full Prapor- 
tion, 


— 3 ä pens, —— - - — 5 — 
— & & — 4 "2" 2 1 r H — _ a 8 > — 2 8 —— 
Rr aa, oo 3 A . wo FE, IF nn. — = —_ = — * 
2 MY DS — — 3 e 2 — e 2 KS: Y 
- — —— OS 5 = — 3 „ "1 = =—=xa 22 a — OF o 
—_ * — 4 wa >, 3 2 - — - — — — F 
Wes a 3 = SY : A OG TIED "I ooo Ing Eo SREr ww 
STAMP 3 r — — — — — — 
— 4 — tRy + 1 4 — 2 - — 
NR n * 


.+ 118 
: 27 
A 
4 ; 
. . 
af 
© : My 
- $350 
* "s 1} 
„ 
Weary) 
n 
„ 
Ni 
Na 
1 
in 
4 7 # 8 
+ 
1.052: 'Þ 
. is 
y 1 * 4 


* DAUGHTERS: ©. 


tion, as he daily appears, in all the mild, the be- 
nign Majeſty of—-domeſtic Authority—parental 
Government—and. Chriſtian Zeal— To do this, 
would require a much abler Hand than mine. 
Camillus not long ago entertained in his Houſe 
a young Clergyman, who was always treated with 
a Reſpect, ſuitable to the Dignity of his Office, 
and the Piety of his Behaviour. Having lately pre- 
ſented the worthy Eccleſiaſtic to a Living, and 
always requiring Reſidence on the Benefice, He is 
now deſtitute of a Chaplain. - Remembering, how- 
ever, that all Chriſtians. are ſpiritual Prieſts; he 
thinks it no Diſhonour, to have an immediate 
and perſonal Audience with the King of Heaven 
nor acting at all out of Character, to repreſent the 
Wants of his Houſhold, with his own ane at 
the Throne of Grace. 1 | 
Before Supper is introduced, the - Ap PA 
eenſe aſcends. This, rather than a later Hour is 


pitched upon, that the little Congregation may + 


join in the ſacred Service, with a lively Devo- 
tion. After a plentiful Meal, when the Limbs are 
weary, People, even though kneeling, and in the 
Preſence of God, are more inclined to nod than 
to pour out their Souls; are very, very apt to miſ- 
take the Cuſhion for a Pillow. —No Servant is 
allowed to be abſent; one only excepted, whoſe 
Preſence in the Kitchen is abſolutely neceſſary. 
| Acquainted with their Maſter's Reſolution, they ate 
careful ſo to manage their Affairs, and diſpatch 
their Buſineſs; that no avoidable Obſtacle may 
j intervene, 
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intervene, o dein them on the — Wat 
"When all are e without dn nm 
tuous- Diſorder in their Approach, or a ſlovenly 
"Negligence in their Apparel, 'a Chapter is read. 
Camillus makes the Choice. He imagines, it is 
not ſo uſeful for his Family, whoſe Memories are 
weak, and their Capacities ſcanty, to read the 
Leſſon for the Day. He has, therefore, ſelected 
ſome of the moſt inſtructive and animating Por- 
tions of Scripture ; and judges it adviſeable to pe- 
ruſe theſe again and again, rather than to go re- 
gularly through the whole inſpired Writings.— 
The Servants take it by Turns to read; which 
improves them in the Practice, and keeps them 
awake. If any of them diſcovers a Diſpoſition to 
N to him the Office is ſure to be aſſigned. 
When the Chapter is finiſhed, Camillus "og 
out ſome one Verſe, of very weighty and edi- 
fying Import; which, for the Space of five or fix 
Minutes, he explains, applies, and affectionately 
urges upon their Conſciences.—This done, with 
great Serioufneſs, and profound Reverence, he of- 
fers up Evening Prayers. His Prayers conſiſt of 
mort "Sentences, and the whole is performed in 
a little Time. Every Part is pronounced with 
that deliberate 'Slowneſs, and ſolemn Accent, 
which command Attention, and create Awe, He 
makes 'a very perceivable Pauſe, at the Cloſe of 
eich Petition; that every one may have Leiſure to 
add, in Silence, a hearty Amen; and to recollect 
e 0 the 
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oation ſucceſsfail.: | nl ee ob 


In the Morning, bafare Breakfaſt,;the Worſhip | 
of the living God is renewed... At this Juncture, 
Camillus omits the Chapter; but requires one of his 


Domeſtics to repeat the Verſe, on which He en- 
larged the preceding Night. None knows, which 
hall be called to this Taſkæ; therefore, every One 
is obliged to be properly prepared. He throws the 


Subſtance of his Exhortation, into a few ſearching - 


and intereſting Queſtions, Which He addreſſes to 
one of his Children or Servants: for, in this Re- 
ſpect, no Difference is made. All are equally en- 
joined to remember: All are equally aceountable 
for what they hear. Sometimes, He encourages 


thoſe, whoſe Anſwers ſhew, that they have given 


diligent Heed to His Inſtructions. Sometimes, He 
puts on an Air of Severity mixed with Tender- 
neſs, and reproves the notoriouſly negligent. Al- 
ways, He re-inculcates the principal Points; charg- 
ing them to retain the Doctrines in their Memory, 


and revolve them in their Thoughts, while they 
are purſuing their reſpective Buſineſs, —TheſeDNoc- 


trines are the Seed of Faith, the Root of Godli- 
neſs. Unleſs Thzsk be lodged in the Mind, and 
operate on the Heart, He never expects to habe his 
Domeſtics commenee true Believers, or real Chriſ- 


tians. No more than the Huſbandman can rea- 


ſonably expect: a Crop in Harveſt; without ſowing 


his Field; or the Floriſt promiſe himſelf a Blow of 


Tulips, Os plenting bis Parterre. 
I have 


* 


2 
the Merits of that bleſſed Redeetner, which render 
every n e acceptable, and _ A 


— | 
1 8 On the\RELicious EDU ATN 
113 I have given a Glimpſe of Camillus, at the Head 
of his Family; let me now ſhew my Favourite in 
[28 another Attitude Camillus is convinced, that no 
1 Truſt is of ſuperior, or of equal Importance, to 
14 the tuitionary Cultiyation * of an immortal Soul. 
1 As Providence has bleſſed Him with two fine 
1 Daughters, their preſent and future Happineſs, is 
4.58 the reigning Object of his Care. He has no In- 
"i tereſt ſo much at Heart, as to give them a truly 
1 refined Education; ſuch as may render them an 
1 Ornament and a Bleffing+ to Society, while they 
| 


paſs the Time of their Sojourning here below; 
* and may train them up for a' State of everlaſting 
we Bliſs, when the World and its et Scenes 
le hall be no more. | 
Fl Camillus never could perſ Ws Himſelf « co "FLY 
4 1 tha Maxims of Prudence, ſaid to be gathered from 
the extravagant Rant of our Tragedies; and leſs 
is his Eſteem for thoſe modeſt. Diſpoſitions, which 
£1 People pretend: to imbibe from the luſcious Gal- 
1 lantries of Comedy. For which Reaſon, He has 
5 Ino impatient Deſire, to ſecure for Miſs Mitiſſa and 
1 Miſs Serena, a Place in the Front- Box. — However, 
1 as we are apt immoderately to covet, what is ab- 
ſolutely forbidden, He has Himſelf attended them, 


1 * Senſtre, quid Mens ritè, quid Indoles 

1 | Nutrita fauſtis ſub Penetralibus 

"i 1 Poet. © | Hor. 

_ _— The Meaning of which in \ Enghfo i is: 

1 What could be done we know, were we but led 
wet «« By bright Example, and by Yirtue bred,” 
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ence or twice, to the theatrical Entertainments, 
and public Diverſions 7 Thinking it much the 
ſafeſt Method, that their Curioſity ſhould, be gra- 
tified under his own IaſpeRion: and hoping to 
make them ſenſible how much They endanger 
their Virtue, who too often frequent them; how 
ſhamefully they debaſe their Affections, who are 
paſſionately, fond of them; and what mere Phan 
toms they follow, wha! ſeek be EI in aan 
deluſory Delights. 1 ids A 
They learn to ee in, . to acquire a gen- 
teel Air; and a graceful Demeanor; not to ſhine at 
a Ball, or win the worthleſs Admiration of Fops.— 
He is content to have them unacquainted with 
the wild and romantic Fables of Heathen Poetry. 
Nor is under any painful Apprehenſions, of damp- 
ing the Sprightlineſs of their Temper, though they 
have no Taſte for the chimerical Adventures of 
our Romances, and are Strangers to the looſe In- 
trigues of our Novels. Being fully perſuaded, that 
there is as much ſound Senſe, as Smartneſs of 
Thought, in chat celebrated Saying 


Retire, and read your BIBL E, to be. gay, 
There 77 ruths abound of ſovereign Aid to Prace 7 


He has e them to the Knowledge of Hig: 
tory, and its inſtructive Facts. They have a to- 
lerable Idea of the four univerſal Monarehies ; ſo. 
eminent for their great Events, and ſo circuniſtane | 


2 Dr: Yo! vat 's Eighth Night-Thought. | | 
1 | ally 


10 On the REII oe EDVeATien 
tially foretold in Scripture. They have been te: 
through the moſt remarkable Franſactions of our 
own Country, and are pretty well acquainted with 
the preſent State of Europe. They have, all a- 
long, been taught to obferve the wonderful Revo- 
lutions of Empires, and the adorable Procedure of 
Providence: that they may diſcern how the Faſhion 
F this World paſſeth away *; and how happy are 
the People, how happy the Perſons, who haue the 
LORD for their GOD. They have been taught 
to obferve the honourabſe Succeſs, that has uſually 
attended the PraQtice of Integrity, guided by Pru- 
dence; together with the Scandal and Ruin, which 
have always purſued. Folly in her ſenſeleſs Ram- 
bles, and dogged Vice to her horrid Haunts. That 
they may ſee the Rocks on which ſome have ſplit, 
and avoid the deſtructive Track: ſee the Road, 
which has conducted others to the Haven of Hap- 
pineſs, and ſteer the ſame auſpicious Courſe. -- * 
They have been initiated in Geography, and un- 
derſtand the ſeveral Diviſions of the Globe; the 
Extent of its principal Kingdoms; and the Man- 


® 1 Corinth. vii. 31. Not only. the little Projects, and 
puny Archievemeate, of private rig - 4 Power 
of diſtinguiſhed Families; the Policies of mighty States; 
the Magnificence or the bj eateſt Kingdoms; all, all are 
in a State of perpe luctuation. They fade anuay 
(as the A po ie 7 agnibenne deſcribes the Caſe) like. 
the e and gloſſy Aſpect of ſom delicate Flower, 
when the Sun arif es Lich ſcorching Heat, Jam. i. 11 
beat away (as the Prophet ſtill more emphatically. 
ſpeaks) hke the N haff of the Summer Threſhing-Floors, 
which the. Win WL on its W. and the Place 
ear! 18 27 no my Dan. Il. 3 
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Ners of their various Inhabitants. They will tell 
you the peculiar Commodities, which-each” Cli- 


mate produces: hence comes: the Tea, that fur- 
niſhes their Breakfaſt; and whence the Sugar, that 
tenders it palatable: what Mountains ſupply them 
with Wines, and what Iſlands ſend them their 
Spices; in what Groves, the Silk- Worms ſpin; the 
Materials for their Cloaths; and what Mines * ſup- 
ply them with the Diamonds that ſparkle in their 
Ear-Rings. A Screen covered with a Set of oo: 
loured Maps, and a Cuſtom of referring from the 
publie Papers to thoſe beautiful Draughts, has ren- 


dered the Acquiſition of this Knowledge, a Diyer- 


ſion rather than a Taſk; has enticed them into a 
valuable Branch of Science, under the inviting Diſ-. 
guiſe of Amuſement. —This ſerves to enlarge their 
Apprehenſions of Things; gives them magnificent 
Thoughts of the great Creator; and may help to 
ſuppreſs that filly Self-Admiration, which prompts 
ſoſ many pretty Idols, to fancy Themſelves the op 
conſiderable! Creatures under Hea yen. 
They ſpell to Perfection; and have obtained this | 
Art, by ga Sort of Play, rather than by laborious 
Application. Whenever they aſked any little Gra- 
tiſication, it has been their Papa's Cuſtom, to make 
them ſpell the Word: which if they performed 
aright,” they ſeldom failed to nn in e os 


"©. P he beſt of the Diamond 1 are in the King. 


dom of Golconda, near to MAD ARASS (or Fort 
George as it is frequently called, becauſe the Za. India 


Company have /o. named the Fort they have built, for 


the Wen of cheir PORN Factory at Lee je f 
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queſt.— They are Miſtreſſes of the Needle; and 
the Youngeſt, whoſe Genius inclines that Way, 
is expert in uſing the Pencil. Muſic is their Re- 


creation, not their Buſineſs. The Eldeſt, to a 


ſkilful Finger, adds a melodious and well- regulated 
Voice. She often entertains me with ſinging an 
Anthem to her Harpſichord. Entertains, did I 
ſay ? She really edifies me. Theſe truly excellent 
Performances, exalt the Deſires, and compoſe the 
Affections. They inſpire ſueh- a Serenity of De- 
light, as leaves neither a Sting in the Conſcience, 
nor a Stain on the Imagination. Methinks, they 


bring us a little Antepaſt of Heaven, and tune our 
Souls for its harmonious Jo yy. 


Thoroughly verſed in the moſt eee 
Arithmetie, they have each her Week, wherein ta 
be entruſted with the Management of a Sum of Mo- 
ney! This they diſburſe, as Circumſtances require, 
for the ſmaller Neceſſaries of the Family. Of this 
they keep an exact Account, and make a regular 
Entry of each Particular in their Day- Book. 
Not Jong ago, a Tenant of inferior Rank, came to 
Camillus with his Rent. Inſtead of receiving it 
Himſelf, He referred him to Miſs Serena. Vou would 
have been delighted to obſerve the Behaviour of our 
little Landlady, on this Occaſion: the engaging 
Condeſcenſion, with which ſhe addreſſed the honeſt 
Ruſtic : the tender Good-Nature, with which ſhe 
enquired after my Dame and the Family at Home ; 
the ready Dexterity, with which ſhe wrote and ſub- 
ſcribed a proper Receipt: : and, above all, her amia- 
ble Generoſity, in returning half a Crown, to buy 


F _ 8 Copy- 
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and well-judged Charity; that, beſides his Co 


conſiderate, Matron- like Benefactreſs, by making 
her a Preſent of Clariſſa *, F or, He always con- 
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= Copy-Book for his eldeſt;Son ;:** Who, he aid; 

vas juſt going into Joining-hand; but he feared, 

cc would never eameer _— or n * * well 
„as her Ladyſhi e, le Ne : Hae 

Though Ganda! is Aae to Ws" * be- 
times in the Rules of Oeconomy, He is equally 
careful to cultivate a Spirit of diſereet Beneficence. 
A few Days ago, when my Friend and his Lady were 
abroad, Miſs Mitiſſa was informed of a poor Moman 
in the Pariſh, juſt brought to Bed, after a long and 
hard Labour; who, being unhappily married to a 
Sot of a Fellow, was, at a Time when the choiceſt 
Comforts are ſcarcely ſufficient, deſtitute of the 
meaneſt Conveniencies. Upon hearing the calami- 
tous Cafe; ſhe immediately diſpatehed a Servant, 


with a Crown from her weekly Stock. Part, to 


buy for the afflicted Creature ſome preſent Accom- 
modations; and Part, to defray the Expences, at 
fuch a Juncture, unavoidable :-But gave a ſtrict 


Charge, that the Whole ſhould be employed for 
the Relief of the diſtreſſed Mother, and her help- 


leſs Infant; none of irfingered or enjoyed by the 
warthleſs- Drone, her Huſband. When Camillus 
returned, He was ſo pleaſed: with this ſeaſonable 


mendations and Careſſes, He farther rewarded our 


ies to mi oy tends to: their e 


3832 © £313 


18 A Book Ai aden to inſtyudt and enter- 


| win: Wrote. by the celebrated Mr. RICHARDSON, in 


Eight Volumes Duodecimo, | 
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A the Matter of their Reward. If they have com- 
gutted; a Fault, they are forbid the Privilege of 
uſing: their Maps. If they have behaved in a be- 
coming Manner, their Recompence is, not a Piece 
of Money, or à Paper of Sweet-Meats, but ſome 
new Inſtruction- on the Globe; ſome new Leſſon 
on the — highs: uy at once — 
and improve them. % 025 8. K 
To pftevent a kavgbry Cartiogh; and to We 
| all inordinate Self-Love, He teaches them to con- 
ſider their Neighbours, as Members of the ſame | 
univerſal Family, and Children of the ſame Als _ 
mighty Father. Hewever poor in their Circunts 
ſlances; of: mean in their Aſpect, they ate Ob- 
jects of GOD s infi nitely tender Regards—Of that 
GOD, who has given his on Sen to ſuffer Death 
for their Patdon ; and has prepared a Heaven of 
= endleſs Bliſs, for their final Reception. For which 
11 Reaſon they ſhould. deſpiſe None, hut honour All, ; 
1 could be as geady 46: do athem Good, a8 thg 
Hand is ready to ſootir the; Eye, when it; ſmarts; 
or eaſe the Head, when it adhs. One Afternoon, 
when He was going to treat them with an Orange, 
41 He bid each of them bring 4 fine Toy; lately 
Wl 1 received for a Preſept. It us made in the Shape 
18 of a Knife; the Handle of Ivory, and inlaid with 
Li the gayeſt Colours: the Blade of Glaſs, moſt daz- 
lingly bright, but without an Edge. Cut the Orange 
in two, fajd: their Papa, When they both tried 


WW 


1 with their pretty Kniyes, and, to their no ſmall 
10 Mortification, both failed. » He: furniſhed them 
with another, of "rote" ordinary Appearance, but 


tolerably ſharp, With this they eaſily pierced the 
Rind, 
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Rind, and came at the delicious Juice. * Who: 
ce now; ſaid Camillus, would not prefer one ſuch 
c ſerviceable, though plain Utenſil, to a hundred 
ce of thoſe glittering, but worthleſs Trifles? And 
cc you, my dear Children; if you: have no other 
6 Recommendations, than a ſhewy Perſon, and 
„ the Trappings of Dreſs; You will be as con- 
* temptible in your Generation, as that inſigniſi- 
„cant Bauble.. But, if it is the Defire of your 
« Hearts, and the Endeavour of your Lives, to be 
c extenſively uſeful; You will gain, and, what 
<<: is better, You will deſerve: ReſpeR : Vour 
Names will be nen and ye Memories 
4 bleſſed.” n flow 
With equal Watchfulneſs, 1 He PE 
all thoſe Acts of petulant Barbarity, which Children 
are ſo apt to exerciſe on the reptile Creation. He 
will allow no Court of Inquiſition to be erected 
within his Houſe; no, not upon the moſt deſpi- 
cable, or even the noxious Animals. The very 
Nuiſances, that are endued with Life, He thinks, 
ſhould be diſpatched, not with a lingering Butch- 
. ery, but with a merciful Expedition. To rend in 
Pieces a poor Fly, and feaſt their Eyes with the 
mangled Limbs, ſhivering and convulſed in the 
Pangs of Death: to impale a wretched Inſect on. 
the Needle or the Bodkin; and, what is ſtill more 
Mocking, to take Pleaſure in hearing its paſſionate 
Moan, and ſeeing its agonizing Struggles: ſuch 
Practices he abſolutely forbids, as infufferable Vio- 
lations of Nature's Law. Such as tend to extin- 
guiſh the ſoft: Emotions of Pity, and inure the 
Mind to a Habit of Inhumanity.— He often in- 
| foi ms. 


16 On ibe Reticiovs EDucatron 
forms his lovely Pupils, that every living Creature 


is ſenſible of Pain: that None can be abuſed in 


this cruel Manner, without ſuffering very exqui- 


fite Miſery. To turn their Torments into Paſ- 
time, and make Sport with their Anguiſh, is a 
Rigour, more than tyrannical, worſe than brutal; 
is the very Reverſe of that benign Providence, 
whoſe tender Mercies are over ALL his Works, | 
He propoſes to give Them a'Tafte of Natural 
Philoſophy, and to accommodate them with the beſt 
Microſcopes z.. that the Uſe of theſe Inſtruments, 


and a Spice of that Knowledge, may inſpire them 


with an early Admiration of Nature's Works, and 
with the deepeſt Veneration of Nature's almighty 
Author,—-Camillus has no Deſign to finiſh a Cou- 
ple of female Philoſophers ;: or to divert their At- 
tention from thoſe domeſtic Arts, which are the 
trueſt Accompliſhments of the Sex: Yet neither 
would He have his Daughters debarred from that 
rational and exalted Delight, which is to be found 
in the contemplating Curioſities of the great Crea- 
tor's Cabinet. Why may they not, without de- 


parting from their own, or encroaching on the. 


maſculine Character; why may they not be ac- 
quainted with the accurately nice Structure of an 
Animal; or with the Proceſs and Effects of Ve- 
getation? Why may they not learn the admirable 
Operations of the Air, or the wonderful Properties 
of the Water? Hare ſome n Notion of the 


48 W Jovelierkaw. bi bound e zel 
m Woman, than to _ Houſhold Good. Mitte 
| - immenſe 


| E. baboehrERB. 7 


imme nſe Magnitudes, the prodigious Diſtances, and 
the ſtill more amazing Revolutions, of the heavenly - 
Orbs b. He -apprehends it very practicable, to con- 
duct an Entertainment with Dignity, and order a 
Family with Prbpriety; even while they retain 
| ſome tolerable Idea of theſe magnificent Laws, 
which regulate the Syſtem of the Univerſe. © 

The. Microſcope, whenever they are inclined to 
amuſe themſelves, will ſhew them a Profuſion of 
{plendi{'Ortiaments;'itifome'vf the moſt common 
5 and cbntemptible Objects. It will ſhew them Gold 
and Embroidery, Diamonds and Pearl, Azure, 
Green, and Vermilion; Where unaſſiſted Eyes be- 
ela fisting, - but Provocatives of their Abhorrence. 
This Tnſtrument will ſhew them the brighteſf Var 
niſh, and the moſt durious Carving, even in the 
minuteſf Scraps of Exiſtence. Far more ſurpriæ- 
ing than the magic Feats of the moſt dexterous 
Jugglet, it will treat theit Sight, not wich deluſive, 
but with real Wonders. A huge Elephant *-ſhall 
ſtalk go where a puny Mite was wont to crawl. 
Blood mall bound from the beating Heart, and 
Eyes ſparkle with a lively Luſtre; Limbs fhall. 
play the moſt ſprightly Motions, ot ſtand compoſ- 
ed in the moſt graceful Attitudes; where Nothing 
ordinarily appeared, but a confuſed Speck of ani- 
mated Matter. A Tinctore of Philoſophy will be 
te of Nature: will render all her Scenes 


bc What i is. alnfirely ald of the detracting Tongue, 
may, I think, without a Figure, be affirmed of this 
wonderful Inſtrument. Trabem in Feftuca, , Elephantem 
in Culice, Alpes a Pyrengos Saltus in Vqrrued eflendit. 
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verſiqnz:! Diverſions infinitely ſuperior to thoſe dan- 


gerous Delights, which are ſo apt. to., inyeigle. the 


Aﬀections, and debauch the Minds of! young Peo- 
ple. r MW hen Philoſophy lands her. Opties, an 55 
clouded Morning, beautiful with the riſing dun: a 2.4 
clear Ni ght, brilliant. wick innumerable Stars; will 
be a more pleaſing Spectagle, than the gaudieſt 
Illuminations of the Aſſembly: Room. The Melo- 

dy of Birds, and the Murmur of Fountains.;.: the 
humming: Inſect, and, the, fighing Gale; will be a 
higher Gratification, than the fineſt Airs of an 
Opera. A Field covered with Corn, or a Mea- 
dow, beſprinkled with Paiſies; a Marſh; planted 


with Oſiers, or a Mountain ſhaded. with Oaks; 
- will yield a far more agreeable Proſpect, than the 
moſt pompous Scenes that decorate the Stage. 


Should Clouds over-caſt the Heavens, or Winter 
diſrobe the Flowers; an Inquiry into the Cauſes 


af theſe grand V iciſſitudes, will more than com- 


penſate the tranſitory Loſs. A Diſcovery; of the 


divine Wiſdom and divine Goodneſs, in theſe ſeem- 


ingly diſaſtrous Changes, will impart Gaiety to 
the moſt gloomy Sky, m make the moſt; unorna- 
mented Seaſons ſmile. 7 0 nun. 

It is for Want of ſuch. — A and ſatis- 
factory Amuſements, that ſo; many. Ladies of the 
firſt Diſtinction, and fineſt Genius, have no proper 
Employ for their delicate Capacities; but loſe 
their Happineſs, in F lights of Caprice, or Fits of 
' the Vepeur: loſe their Time i in the moſt inſipid 
Chat, or the moſt whimſical Vagaries: While 
Thought 1 is a Burthen, and Reflection i is a Drud- 


ger Ys 
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gery, Solitude fills them with Horror, and a ſerious” 
Diſcourſe makes them melancholy. y.. 
Above all, Camillus is moſt earneſtly deſirous 
to have his tender Charge, grounded in the Prin- 
ciples, and actuated with the Spirit, of Chriſtia- 
nity. No Scheme, He is thoroughly perſuaded, 
was ever ſo wiſely calculated, to ſweeten their 
Tempers, to exalt their Affections, and form 
them to Felicity, either in this World or another. 
It is therefore his daily Endeavour, by the moſt 
eaſy and endearing Methods of Inſtruction, to fill 
their Minds with the Knowledge of thoſe heavenly 
Doctrines; and win their Hearts to the Love of 
that invaluable Book, in which they are deline- 
ated.— He longs to have a Senſe of GOD Al- 
mighty's Goodneſs impreſſed on their Souls. From 
this Source, under the Influences of the ſanctify- 
ing Spirit, He would derive all the Graces, and all 
the Duties of Godlineſs *. With this View, he 
ſpeaks of the Divine Majeſty, not only as ſuper- 
eminently great, but as moſt tranſcendently poſ- 
ſeſſed of every delightful, every charming Excellence. 
He repreſents all the Comforts they enjoy, and ever 
ry Bleſſing they receive, as the Gifts of his boun- 


This Method is perfectly conformable to the Prac- 
tice of the Pſalmiſt; Thy LovingeKindnefs. is ever before 
mine Eyes, and, animated by this ſweet Iuducement, 7 
will walk in thy Truth, Pſal. xxvi. 3.—To the Injunc- 
tion of our Divine Maſter; I ye love me, let this be 
the Proof, this the Fruit of your Affection, keep. my 
Commandments, John xiv. 15.—And to the Experience 
of the chief of the Apoſtles ; The Lowe of Chriſt, though 
not excluſive of, yet ſuperior. to every other Motive, 
eonftratneth us, 2 Cor. v. 14. | | 


F tiful 


20 On the RETriorcus Epvcarion 
tiful Hand, and as an Earneſt of unſpeakably richer 
Favours. He often, often reminds them, that what- 
ever their heavenly Father commands, forbids, inflitts, 
proceeds from his over-flowing Kindneſs, and is in- 
tended for their Eternal Good, if, by theſe Expe- 
dients, He may awaken in their Minds, an habi- 
tual Gratitude to their everlaſting Benefactor. The 
Actings of which noble Principle, are not only fruit- 
ful in every good Work, but productive of the 
trueſt Satisfaction. Somewhat like the fragrant, 
Steams of conſecrated Incenſe z which, while they 
honoured the great Object of Worſhip, regaled 
with their pleaſing Perfumes of devout Worſhip. - 
Nothing is more diſpleaſing to Camillus, than the 
fond Flatteries, which their injudicious Admirers 
heſtow, on their Shape and Complexion, the 
Gracefulneſs of their Carriage, and the Vivacity of 
their Wit, He would fain make them ſenſible, 
that theſe Embelliſhments are of the loweſt Value, 
and moſt fading Nature * ;—that if they render their 


Poſſeſſors vain and ſelf-conceited, they are far 


greater Blemiſhes, than a Hump on the Back, a 


Wen in the Neck, or Stuttering in the Speech. — 


„Here is the amiable and noble Reverſe of that mo. 

diſh Pifture repreſented by Milton : | 
For that fair female Troop thou ſaw'ſ, that ſeemd 

Of Goddeffes, fo blithe, ſo ſmooth, ſo _ 

vet empty of all Good, wherein conſiſts 

Woman” s domeſtic Honour and chief Praiſe ; 5 

Bred only and completed to the Taſte 

Of luſtful Appetence, to ſing, to dance, 


To preſs, and troll the Tongue, and roll the Eye. 
| B. XI. 614. 


He 


He would haye them thoroughly convinced, that 
notwithſtanding all their Silks, Diamonds, and 
other Marks of their ſuperior Circumſtances, they 
are ignorant, guilty, impotent Creatures. Blind 
to Truths of the laſt Importance; deſerving the 
Vengeance of eternal Fire, and unable of them- 
ſelves, to think a good Thought. That from ſuch 
Convictions, they may perceive their abſolute Need 
of a Saviour: a Saviour in all his Offices —as a Pro- 
phet, to teach them heavenly Wiſdom—as a Prieſt, 
to atone for all their many, many Sins—asa King, to 
ſubdue their Iniquities, write his Laws in their Hearts, 
and make them, in all their Converſation, holy. - 
In ſhort; the Point He chiefly labours, is, T 
. work in their Hearts a deep, an abiding Senſe, that 
GOD is their Supreme, their only Good ; that 
the Bleſſed JESUS is the Rock of their Hopes, 
and the Fountain of their Salvation: that all their 
Dependence, for acquiring the Beauties of Holi- 
neſs, and taſting. the Joys of the ſublimeſt Virtue, 
is to be placed on the HOLY GHOST the 
: Comforter, —Amidſt all theſe Efforts of his own, 
He never forgets, never fails to plead, that precious. 
Promiſe of unchangeable JEHOVAH ; I will. 
pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thy 
Offspring ; and they ſhall grow up, in Knowledge 
and in Grace, as Willows by the Water Courſes *. 
oe 4 3:41 lei 9115 al parnbs hd R__ 
„ha. xliv. 3, 4. A Promiſe of ineſtimable Worth a 
never to be forgotten by believing Parents; better, to. 
their Children, than the largeſt Patrimony, or the rich- 
eſt Dowry.—It is exceedingly beautiful, and 5 


comfortable. Not, I will drop, I will 44% il, but I will 
. > ; * „ e pour 


5 22 On the REIOrObS EBUCAT IO 
A Lady of brilliant Parts, but no very extraordi- 
nary Piety, told Camillus: That He would ſpoil the 
pretty Dears : would extinguiſh that decent Pride, 
and Fondneſs for Pleaſure, which are ſhining Qua- 
lifications in an accompliſhed young Lady; which 
give her an Elevation of Sentiment, and a Delicacy 
of Taſte, greatly ſuperior to the ignoble Vulgar. 
To whom he replied ; „Far from extirpating their 
«Paſſions, I only attempt to turn them into a right 
& Channel, and direct them to the worthieſt Ob- 
& jets, Willing I am, that they ſhould have a 
& decent Ambition; an Ambition, not to catch 
* the giddy Coxcomb's Eye, or be the hackneyed 
ec Toaſt of Rakes: but to pleaſe their Parents; to 
at Make a Huſband happy; and to promote the 
* Glory of God. They may entertain a Fond- 
e neſs for Pleafure; but ſuch Pleaſure, as will en- 
e noble their Souls; afford them ſubſtantial Satiſ- 
6s faction; and prepare them for the Fruition of 
immortal Blifs.— Let them be'covetons alſo, if 
ce you pleaſe, Madam; but covetous of redeeming 
«their Time, and of gaining intellectual Improve- 
cement: covetous of thoſe Riches; which no Moth 
c pd corrupt, nor Thief ſteal; which neither 
«Time, not Death deftroy.”” " 
An all theſe Inſtances of parental Solicitude, his 
beloved Emilia takes her conſtant, her willing Share, 
Contributes her Advice in every Plan that is con- 


pour e denoting a large and copious Supply. They ſhall 
grow, not as a Root out of a dry Ground; but as a Tree 
planted in àa moſt A4 Soil, where it is plentifully ava, 
tered, and fouri/hcs in the moſt ample Manner, | 

; certed ; 
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F DAUGH TES. 
certed; and her hearty Concurrence in every Ex- 
pedient that is executed: every Expedient, for po- 
liſhing the human Jewel *, and making their Man- 
ners, as faultleſs as their Forms. May the G OD 
of infinite Goodneſs, the ſacred Source of all Per- 
fection, proſper their Endeavours! That, as the 
young Ladies are adorned, in their Perſons, with 
native Beauty; they may be enriched, in their Un- 
derſtandings, with refined Knowledge; and digni- 
fied, in their Souls, with the Spirit of the bleſſed 
JESUS.—Then, ſurely, more amiable Objects, 
the Eye of Man cannot behold : more defirable 
Partners, the Heart of Man cannot wiſh. 


bs Delightful Taſk ' to rear the tender Thought, 
To teach the young Idea how to ſhoot, 


And pour the freſh Inſtruction o'er the Mind. 
| 'THOMSON'S Spring! 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


FT HE - Deſign of this Publication, is. 
to acquaint the Reader with the 


late ingenious Mr. Hervey's Sentiments 
on the Book of Job; and it is given to 

the Community in the Language with 

which it was penned, as a Specimen of 
this Author's Latin Style: But as it has 
- never been corrected, 1t 1s preſumed that 

the candid Reader will make proper Al- 
lowances for its Defects. 


N. B. The original Letter (without 
the leaſt Variation) was tranſmitted to the 
Preſs, by the Rev. Mr. Robert Knight, 
Rector of Weſton-Favell in Northamp- 
tonſhire, who marricd Mr, Hervey's 
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RE VERINDO ViReo 


CAROLO THAYER: 


ot SALDTEM.. 


IROR equidem, Vir ſpectatiſſime, tantam 
tibi Linguz non vernaculæ, quæque ab ho- 


diernis Colloquiis exulat, Copiam in promptu eſſe. 
Ni Te jamdudum noſſem, uberrima iſta Romani 
Eloquii Penus facile me induceret ut crederem, 


Tuſculi * Te potiùs quam Abingtoniz + habitaſſe. 


uod ad me attinet, quum probe ſciam, quam 
rudis ſim & inexercitatus in hoc ſcribendi genere, 
paulum abfuit quin ſilentium mihi perpetuum in- 
dixiſſem. Per plurimos dies, tenuitatis noſtræ con- 
fcius, manum de Tabula timidam cohibui. Verum 
enimvero Pudor reclamavit, Animuſque ab Ingrati- 
tudine abhorrens ſtimulos addidit ; atque inde fit ut 
Calamus, impar licet & ineptus, ad epiſtolare munus 
jam tandem excitatus eſt. ng WTO Wn 


| Gratias itaque ago, quantas poſſum maximas, 


quod plurima mihi notatu digniſſima de Jobo, Jobi- - | 


que Libro, pro ſingulari tua humanitate atque eru- 
ditione, ultro communicaſti. Verſionem im- 


primis ad examen revocas. Nitida ea eſt, Ele- 


antiarum ferax, vimque Hebræarum vocum, 
ſupra quod ſperari potuit, vix imminutam tradit. 


> 


Addas licet, novam eam eſſe in plurimis, fed quæ 


* Tuſculum, Urbs Italica, ubi villa Ciceronis. 
+ Abingtenia, Oppidulum prope N orthaptwniam, 


* 


a3 auckoritatem 


UE 
auctoritatem ſuam ſecum afferat, & legentium ſuf- 
fragia primo ſtatim ab intuitu adſciſcit. Notas 
deinde ſagaci 2 Oculo. Quas qui legit rele- 
a 


gitque, haud facile eſt dicere, utrum plus fit repor- 
taturus Utilitatis, ex ampliſſimà Orientalis Eruditi- 
onis Segete; ceu potiùs Oblectamenti, à dulciſſimo 
illo criticæ Artis Flore. Adeo non frivola ſunt & 
futilia quæ ubique annotantur, ut Vocabulorum Em- 
phaſin, Argumentorum Pondera, Senſuum Sublimi- 
tatem, Colloquii denique Telam pulcherrimo ordine 
deductam, manu limatiſſimà admota colluſtrant. 
Imò, tanto affuſo lumine colluſtrant, ut vel mihi. 
hebetioris Ingenii Viro pateſcant, & patefacta place- 


ant. Quid multis ? eum ipſum, puto, qui Commen- 


tatorem nactus eſt Jobus, quem pre omnibus aliis 
optaſlet, ſi ſuperſtes adhuc inter Homines verſaretur, 
De Jobi ævo, quo vixit, non conſtat inter Doctos, 
neque opinor conſtabit unquam. Atqui veriſimil- 
lima videtur quam Fu aliique tuentur Opinio. 
In veſtras partes non invitus tranſeo. Illuſtrem 


-hunc Principem non niſi poſt Abrahamum floruiſſe 


certo certius eſt. Qui enim nomen Terre dedit, 

uam alter Amicorum coluit, Temanitidi, is inter 
Kaul Poſteros numeratur. Prohibet porrd infigniſ. 
ſimum iſtud Encomium quo cohoneſtatur à Spiritu 


Sancto ne ſuſpicemur eum diebus Patriarcharum 


Iſaaci aut Jacobi vitam tranſegiſſe. Vix potuit vere 
dici yma we2 /e nift poſt funera Joſephi. Inter hunc 
igitur morte ablatum, & Moſen ex Ephebis exceſſum, 
omnino ſtatuenda videtur æra Jobi. 5 
De Scripto ipſo, profluxiſſe illud ab aliã-quàm Jobi 
manu nullus dubito. Is quippe inter Arabas nutri- 
tus, atque Arabum Linguæ aſſuefactus, vix tanta 
fait Hzbraicarum Literarum peritia imbutus, quant 
opus erat ad res tales tali verborum nitore & Concin- 
nitate conſignandas Chartis. Si Moſi Authori Li- 
brum aſcribere quis maluit, quod Anglicana noſtra 
in Obſervatiunculis ſuis Margini affixis Editio in- 
7; EY . | nuit, 


* 


. 7 1 
nuit, tum demum arbitor ante Iſraelitas per Deſerta 
traductos confectum eſſe. Legiſlator ille celeberri- 
mus dum tanto Agmini Ducem ſe Rectoremque 
præbuit, vix potuit ad Hiſtoriam Poeticam contex- 
endam animum appellere. Ingens præterea rerum 
quotidie agendarum Multitudo atque onus, ne tale 
aliquid moliretur, mentem ſine dubio abſtraherent. 
Nulla autem ea potuit opportunior eſſe Occaſio, 
quæ illi obtigit, dum exul inter Midianitas commo- 
ratus eſt. Ruſticabatur tunc temporis; otiabatur; 
omnia habuit indulta, quæ Poetæ Ingeni um ſtimu- 
lare atque accendere ſolent. Huie infuper Senten- 
tiæ adſtipulatur, RE in eas Regiones relegatus, 
omnia quæ ad Jobum, finitime Terre Incolam, 
pertinerent, ediſcere potuit 'uberius. Gnaviter 
quoque pro tali Conjecturà militat frequentior exo- 
tici Idiomatis uſus, Phraſiumque Varietas Arabi- 
cam indolem plane redolentium. ——Woarburtonus 


noſter omni niſu id agit, ut Eſræ, Scriptorum Sa- 
crorum ultimo, Thefaurarium hoc Theologiæ, 
Philoſophiæ, atque omnigenæ ferè Doctrinæ accep- 
tum referamus. Quz quidem Hypotheſis ſpecioſa 
licet, & Rationibus neutiquam contemnendis ſub. 
nixa, fidem apud me non obtinet. Signa enim ſunt 
(ni vanus auguror) & Criteria, paſſim per Librum 
ſparſa, quæ Etatem longe antiquiorem ſubindicant. 
Ad Legem latam aut res geſtas Iſraelitarum ne allu- 
fum eſt, quod mihi videre contigit, uſpiam. Nul- 
libi vel Mentio ft Miraculorum in Ægypto & per 
Deſerta editorum. Quæ tantum cuivis Poemati 
conciliarent Decus, taritum porro Judzis Solamen 
ſuppeditarent, ut à nemine cordato intacta prorsũs 
relinquerentur. Inter alia quz ſeripſiſti pulcher- 
rima, 1. yWhourie toti huic Hiſtoriæ adſtruis. 
Adeo non eſſe aſſeris, aſſertumque probas, fictitium 
quendam pii Ingenii Luſum, ut omnia & contra re- 
vera agerentur. Proinde non debere aliquem inter 
Jegendum putare, ſibi ante Oculos eſſe ejus ſolius 
3 quod 


1 8 ] 


quod fieri potuit figmentum, ſed genuinam ejus 
quod fuit Narrationem. Me jam antea huic Opi- 
nioni accedentem, fecerunt quas protuliſti Rationes, 
ut ei arctiùs adhæream. Etſi vero Hiſtoriæ Ve- 
ritatem ſibi vindicet, dramatici tamen Operis Le- 
pores præ ſe fert. Voces ſi ſpectes, ornatiſſimæ illæ 
cultiſſimæque, non tam enarrant, quam Res con- 
ſpiciendas fermè exhibent. Senſibus autem nihil 
gravius, grandius, ſublimius, Deo inſpirante dig- 
nius, aut humano Generi magis ſcitu neceſſarium. 
Characterum intereà Diverſitas mira; quodque ar- 
tis eſt ſummæ, ad vivum depictr ſinguli, & ſibi in- 
vicem undique conſtantes.—Altera inſuper venuſta- 
tis ſpecie gaudet Jobæis noſtra, quæ artificioſis 
Dramaticorum Commentis decori eſt atque orna- 
mento. Non fumum ex Fulgore, goed monuit 
Criticus, ſed ex Fumo Lucem edit. Sermone pe- 
deſtri orditur. Inde pedetentim progreditur ad al- 
tiores dicendi modos. Et Cothurno induto, ſen- 
ſibus quoque aſſurgit. Rerum major naſcitur ordo. 
Vehementiores Congreſſus. Acriora Conflictan- 
tium Certamina. Uſque dum nihil amplius aut 
fortius hinc illinc dici potuit. Tum demum inter- 
venit Moderator. Quæ pravè dicta ſunt utrinque 
ſubacto penſitat judicio, debitaque reprehenſione 
caſtigat. Summa, ſi fieri poteſt, ope nititur, ut fer- 
-vidos Diſputantium Animos componat, litemque 
diu agitatam dirimat. Sed fruſtra, Major ineſt 
Nodus, & difficilioris longè Solutionis, quam ut 
uveni remonſtranti cedat. Dubs, ecce DEus 
adeſt! Quidquamne auguſtius excogitari poſlit ? 
i Circuitus Cœlorum perambulat, in Arenam 
uaſi (conſtet ſumma Reverentia dicto) deſcendit. 
uique Aſtra per inane volventia librat, ILLE IPSE 
Controverſiæ hujus Momenta & Pondera zqua quaſi 
-bilance trutinat. D#xo autem orante cauſam, ut fe- 
rocientes Animi ſubſidunt 1 Reniti ceſſant. Ma- 


nus dant. Obmuteſcunt. Jobus ipſe, quem lau- 
| tiores 


I 

tiores de ſui Puritate tumidique nimis Conceptus, 
ultra quam: par erat, vexerant; Erroris convictus, 
Iniquitatis manifeſtus, Pudore ſuffunditur, arma 
projieit, ad pedes infinitæ miſericordiæ venerabun- 
dus devolvitur. Noſcit ſeipſum; pœnitentiam agit; 
cedendo vincit; eumque, ſimul atque ſe coram 
Deo humillimè deprimit, Calamitatis ſortitus eſt 
Exitum, quem nefas eſſet expectare, dum inculpa- 
tam ſibi Integritatem temerè nimis arrogavit. Om- 
nia ſua, non ita pridem miſerè deperdita, cumula- 
tiſſima manu reponit, auget, ſtabilitque Numen 
propitium. Palmæ ad inſtar, preſſus reſurgit; 
gquumque omnes de felicitate ſua conclamatum iri 
arbitrabantur, tum demum rediviva evaſit, multò- 
que, quam olim, lætiùs effloruit. Quàm ſubi- 
tanea atque inſperata prorsus'Cataſtrophe ! Quàm 
jucundus Malorum finis ] Quam pulchra Coronis 
toto Operi ſuperinduc taal 5 
Leviter hæc tetigiſſe ſufficiat. A Rebus curioſæ 
ſpeculationis, tuo ductus Exemplo, ad utiliora longs 
Mentem Calamumque verto. Quæ Fidem vacil- 
lantem ſuffulciant, Praximque errabundam nimis, 
Gubernatoris ſolertis ritu ad Clavum aſſiduè ſedentis, 
cotrigant dirigantque, ea nunc conſideranda occur. 
runt.———Quod prudenter mones, de ediſcenda Animi 
Fortitudine ex Jobo Afflictionum Agminibus la- 
ceſſito, nec tamen fracto aut proſtrato; de petendis 
inſuper ad Patientiam Incitamentis ex Jobo mala 
acerbiſſima paſſo, atque humiliter ſe & ſummiſsè fe- 
rendo oneri accingente ; id avide arripio; memoria 
defixum teneo ; Deumque precor ut in ima atque 
intima Cordis tranſeat.Nobiliſſimum illud quod 
Reſurrectioni “ Mortuorum perhibetur Teſtamo- 
nium, Te eo remittente Meditationes noſtras, li- 
benter adeo. Quumque aliqui, de Re Chriſtiana 
non benè meriti, monumentum iſtud ære perennius, 


vide Jobi Cap. xix. 25. 92975 
| Auro' 
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Auro pretioſus convellere ſatagunt, pergratam fans. 
.operam, navat Interpres noſter, dum validiſſimis ra- 
tionum viribus id ſibi ſtabiliendum accipit. Non 
Te latet fuiſſe inter Eruditos, qui pulcherrimam 
hanc Jobinæ Fidei Confeſſionem aliorſum detorquere 
ſtudent; & de fortunis ſolummodò redintegratis ut 
intelligatur velint. Quem quidem Errorem radicitus 
avulſum & funditùs deletum, non ſine gaudio & gra- 
tulatione, in lucubrationibus hiſce accuratiſſimis 
.contemplari datum eſt . Quod mihi de Redemp- 
tore e ſuggeris, id profectò arridet magnopere, & 
toto pectore amplector. Vellem de quocunque ſa- 
crorum voluminum Libro dicere, quod olim Au- 
guſtinus optimè, „ cSunt Scripturæ tuæ Deliciæ 
meæ. Nulla eſt inter Codices divinos Pagina, que 
non Aurifodinis fit præſtantior; nulla vel minu- 
tiſſima inſpiratæ Veritatis Portincula, quin melle 
hyblæo dulcior longe. Que autem de CHRIST 
Vvaticinantur; CHRIS UM five venturum ſpondent, 
five adventum depingunt; ChRIS TUM, ægris Me- 
delam, lugentibus Solatium, vicariam pro Sontibus 
Victimam, ais, ailiþuxor, ea apud me, infinitum 
quantum ! palmam præripiunt. Renident ea Mar- 
garitarum inſtar hinc inde coruſcantium; ſive, ut 
cum Poeta loquar, velut inter ignes Luna minorès. 
De his Colloquia apud ædes privatas, de his pro 
Roſtro Conciones, de his denique Contemplationes 
domi, foris, inſtituere geſtirem. Imò in his totus 
eſſem, atque immorarer jugiter, niſi Corruptela, 
proh Dolor ! naturæ inſita obſtaret; vagæque ae 
inſtabiles Cogitationes Mentem in contrari a identi- 
dem deflecterent. Hæc enim edidiciſſe, Sapientia 
eſt ;. his fidem adhibuiſle, Salus. Qui hæc ad un“ 
guem callet, bonus evadet Theologus; quique Anima 
penitius imbibit, Chriſtia nus 
At quo feror? In quæ ſpatia effuſus, trans Li- 
mites Epiſtolaris Commercii excurro? Reprimo 
me tandem. Unum duntaxat, præ aliis eximium, 
| è ver- 


/ 


# '# 


* 


— * 


-- 


© * 


— 


* 


1. 


e verſione antes laudata, locum ſeligere liceat. Ea 


erit Scriptiunculæ hujus noſtræ Meta, & Patientiaæ 


tuæ laſſæ plus ſatis & defatigatz Levamen. Verum 
ibi priſtinumque Senſum, acerrimo Ingenii acumine 
e Tenebris erutum, & non ſine magno ſanæ Doc- 


trinæ commodo repoſitum, lætus aſpicio. Perico- 


pam, fi vacat, videre eſt Cap. iv. 17. “ Num Mor- 


talis @ (non pre, ut noſtra ſe habet hie ſaltem ma- 


lefida verſio) numine juſtus exit? Haud memini 


legiſſe me, aut narrando accepiſſe, ab ullo unquam 


eo Impudentiæ deventum in, ut juſtiorem ſe Deo, 
perfectionis omnimodæ fonte ac norma, venditare 


+ auſit.” Vix igitur, imò ne vix quidem operæ pre- 


tium fuiſſet, tanto cum conamine dictorum & pompa 


refellere, quod in nullius quotquot ſunt mortalium - - 
Cogitationes introire potuit. Neque aliud quam - 


Nugatorem agit Scriptor.divinus, fi fidem redditi- 


oni receptæ habes; ſin verò Schultenſii admittas, 


non item. Exhibet iſta Nodum Deo yindice dig- 


num. Errorem perſtinget jugulatque, quo nullus 


alius exitialior, quive importuniùs ſeſe in mentes 


noſtras ingerit. Speciem omnem humani, quod 
vocatur, meriti tollit, convellit, conculcat. Neque 


ſinit, ut minima vel Sanctiſſimis Hominum, aut ſua 


jactandi, aut ſe juſtificandi, anſa ſit relicta. Quin 


omnes omnino, utcunque Pietatis Puritatiſque En- 


comiis per terras nobilitatos, coram ſupremo Judice 
reos, arxrooyyres, ſiſtit. Nullos proinde poſſe à 
tremendo illo Tribunali pœnarum expertes abire, 
niſi gratuito iis condonentur Peccata, & CHRISTI 
Mediatoris Juſtitia iis in Salutem imputetur. Ecce 
revera Evangelicum ante Evangelum! Qui non 


cutem ſolam œconomiæ iſtius ſalutiferæ inveniſſet 


palpando, fed in ipſiſſima Viſcera & Medullas quo- 
dammodo enetriils videtur, Felices Nos Noſtroſ, 


| que, fi eundem Fidem medullitus hauſifſe detur | 


mo mehercule Hominem, qui feliciter commen- 
tando hc tam luculenta «wayyine Jobo, Chriſtianiſ- 
| mo 
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mo, Nobiſque etiam, aut Inſcitia Hebraicæ dictio⸗ 
nis, aut Incuria Interpretum ablata, inſtauravit de- 

mum ac reſtituit. Te vero impenſids, Vir reve- 
rende, amo atque colo; dulciſſima cujus Amicitia, 
'phus una alteraque vice experimento cognita, fecit, 

At ampliſſimam ex ea Voluptatis atque Emolumenti 

eſſem ſperare, ac mihimet ipſi polliceri ie 
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